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ALBANIA POLITICAL 


BRIEFS 


PEOPLE'S COUNCILS SEMINAR--Tirana, 19 Jun (ATA) --The Presidium of 
the People’s Assembly in cooperation with various Fier District organs 
organized on 18 June at the “Clirimi™ Agricultural Enterprise a national 
seminar to further increase the effectiveness of the work of people's 
councils in agricultural enterprises, in the context of implementisig the 
decisions of the 9th Congress of the party and the 2nd and 3rd plenums of 
its Central Committee. Attending were also Comrade Pali Miska, member 

of the Political Bureau of the Central Committee of the party and first 
secretary of district party committee; Xhafer Spahiu, vice-president of 
the Presidium of the People’s Assembly; Themie Thomai, minister of 
agriculture, and other comrades. [Excerpt] [Tirana ATA in English 1059 GMT 
19 Jun 87] /9604 





ALIA'S REPORT PUBLISHED ABROAD--Tirana, 16 Jun (ATA)--The newspaper 
MARXIST-LENINIST, organ of the Central Committee of the Communist Party 
of Canada (M-L) informs that the Report submitted by Comrade Ramiz Alia 
to the 9th Congress of the PLA, was published in English by Marx, Engels, 
Lenin, Stalin Institute in Canada. The report submitted by Comrade Ramiz 
Alia to the 9th Congress of the PLA has been published in Greek by the 
"Planitis” publishing house. Likewise, it is reported that under the 
care of Mexico-Albania Friendship Group, the Report by Comrade Ramiz Alia 
was published in the Spanish language in Mexico. [Text] [Tirana ATA 

in English 9730 GMT 16 Jun 87] /9604 





ALIA RECEIVES SWEDISH ENVOY--Tirana, 5 Jun (ATA)--The president of the 
Presidium of the People's Assembly of the People's Socialist Republic of 
Albania, Comrade Ramiz Alia, received on 4 June, the ambassador extra- 
ordinary and plenipotentiary of the Kingdom of Sweden to the People's 
Socialist Republic of Albania, Jan Af Sillen [name as received], who 
presented the credentials. The ceremony of handing over the credentials 
was attended by the minister of foreign affairs, Reis Malile, the secretary 
of the Presidium of the People's Assembly Sihat Tozaj, the head of the 
department at the Ministry of Foreign Affairs Andon Berxholi and the 
chairman of the Protocol Branch at the Ministry of Foreign Affairs 

Kostaq Cifligu. [Text] [Tirana ATA in English 0900 GMT 5 Jun 87] /9604 








PREMIER THANKS CAMBODIA'S HUN SEN--Comrade Hun Sen, chairman of the PRK 
Council of Ministers, recently received a message of thanks from Comrade 
Adil Carcani, chairman of the Council of Ministers of the People's Socialist 
Republic of Albania. The message read, among other things: I cordially 
thank you for the best wishes you extended to me on my 65th birthday. 

I am convinced that the friendly relations that bind our two peoples will 
develop ceaselessly. [Text] [Phnom Penh Domestic Service in Cambodian 

2300 GMT 7 Jun 87] /9604 


MESSAGE TO LAOTIAN PARTY LEADER--Vientiane, 7 Jun (KPL)--Kaysone Phomvihan, 
general secretary of the LPRP CC, chairman of the Council of Ministers 

of the Lao PDR, has received a message of thanks from Adil Carcani, chairman 
of the Council of Ministers of the People's Socialist Republic of Albania. 
The message said: I would like to express to you my thanks for the 

sincere congratulations and best wishes onthe occasion of my 65th birthday. 
I wish for further strengthening and promotion of the friendly relations 
between our two countries, the message concluded. [Text] [Vientiane KPL 

in English 0850 GMT 7 Jun 87] /9604 


GREETINGS TO AQUINO ON NATIONAL DAY--Tirana, 14 Jun (ATA)--The president 
of the Presidium of the People's Assembly of the People's Socialist Republic 
of Albania, Comrade Ramiz Alia, sent the following message of greetings 
to the president of the Republic of Philippines, Corazon C. Aquiro: 

"On occasion of the anniversary of the proclamation of the independence 
of Philippines, it is my pleasure that, on behalf of the Albanian people, 
the Presidium of the People’s Assembly and in my name, to convey tn you 
the sincere greetings and the Philippines people the best wishes for 
progress, well-being and prosperity. I avail myself of the opportunity 
to formulate the best wishes for the development of the relations between 
the two countries in favour of our two peoples." [Text] [Tirana ATA 

in English 0730 GMT 14 Jun 87] /9604 


VOLUME 54 OF HOXHA'S WORKS--Tirana, 31 May (ATA)--The newspapers ZERI 

I POPULLIT and other newspapers inform that the 54th volume of the Works 
by Comrade Enver Hoxha came off the press. It includes materials of 
December 1974 - May 1975 period, a part of which are published for the 
first time. The book opens with the speech delivered at the secretariat 
of the CC of the PLA “The Writers and Artists Are Aides of the Party for 
the Communist Education of Our People.” The other materials treat 
important problems of the work of the party in the sector of oil and army, 
give orientations to fulfill the tasks of the plan in economy and all the 
other sectors, etc. The volume has also an index. [Excerpt] [Tirana 
ATA in English 0950 GMT 31 May 87] /9604 


ARGENTINE PRESIDENTIAL ADVISER ARRIVES--Tirana, 20 Jun (ATA)=--At the 
invitation of the Albanian Committee for Cultural and Friendly Relations 
with Foreign Countries, the friend from Argentina, Emilio Veicelbhaun 
[spelling as received], adviser to the president of the Republic of 
Argentina, paid a visit to our country. He was received by the chairman 
of the Albanian Committee for Cultural and Friendly Relations with Foreign 
Countries, Jorgo Melica. Upon his stay in our country he was received 








by the director of the International Relations Study Institute, Sofokli 
Lazri, who had a warm and friendly talk with him. Likewise, Emilio 
Veicelbhaun visited the National History Museum, the University of Tirana, 
and the “Albania Today" Exhibition, where he got acquainted with the 
history of the Albanian people and their achievements in economy, education, 
ia other walks of life. [Text] [Tirana ATA in English 0735 GMT 21 Jun 87] 
9604 


DELEGATION RETURNS FROM SWITZERLAND--Tirana, 23 Jun (ATA)--The delegation 
of the Foreign Affairs Ministry, headed by the Vice Minister Sokrat Plaka, 
that made a visit to Switzerland at the invitation of the Foreign Affairs 
Ministry of the Swiss Confederation, returned home yesterday. During its 
Stay in Switzerland, the delegation mei separately also with the vice 
minister for foreign economic affairs, Philip Levy [spelling as received], 
and with the member of the National Council of Switzerland and president 
of “Pro Helvetia” Cultural Foundation, Sigmund Widmer [spelling as received]. 
In these meetings views were exchanged in a friendly atmosphere on the 
increase of the trade volume and further development of the cultural 
exchanges between the two countries. [Text] [Tirana ATA in English 

0750 GMT 23 Jun 87] /9604 


GREETINGS TO SRV’S PHAM HUNG=--Tirana, 25 Jun (ATA)--Comrade Adil Carcani, 
chairman of the Council of Ministers of the People's Socialist Republic 
of Albania, has sent the following message of greeting to Comrade Pham 
Hung, chairman of the Council of Ministers of the Socialist Republic of 
Vietnam, which says: "On occasion of your election to the post of the 
chairman of the Council of Ministers of the Socialist Republic of Vietnam 
I convey to you my warm greetings and wishes and wish you success in your 
high duty. Formulating the best wishes for the progress and prosperity 
of the Socialist Republic of Vietnam I express the conviction that the 
relations of friendship and cooperation existing between our two peoples 
and countries will strengthen and develop further in the future.” [Text] 
(Tirana ATA in English 0740 GMT 25 Jun 87] /9604 


ALIA GREETS SRV'S VO CHI CONG--Tirana, 25 Jun (ATA)--Comrade Ramiz Alia, 
presidert of the Presidium of the People's Assembly of the People's 
Socialist Republic of Albania, has sent thefollowing message of greetings 
to Comrade Vo Chi Cong, chairman of the State Council of the Socialist 
Republic of Vietnam, which says: "On the occasion of your election to 
the post of the chairman of the State Council of the Socialist Republic 
of Vietnam I send to you the best cordial greetings and wishes. I express 
the conviction that the relations of friendship and cooperation existing 
between our two peoples and countries will constantly develop to their 
common good. By availing myself of the occasion I wish you good health 
and success in your sublime duty and the fraternal Vietnamese people fresh 
successes to the construction and advance of the homeland.” [Text] 
{Tirana ATA in English 0735 GMT 25 Jun 87] /9604 














GREETINGS TO MOZAMBIQUE'S CHISSANO--Tirana, 25 Jun (ATA)--The president 
of the Presidium of the People’s Assembly of the People’s Socialist Republic 
of Albania, Comrade Ramiz Alia, sent the following to the president 

of the People’s Republic of Mozambique, Joaquim Chissano: "I have the 
pleasure that on the occasion of the anniversary of the proclamation of 
the independence of your country, in the name of the Albanian people, 

the Presidium of the People’s Assembly, and in my name, to send to you 
Warm greetings and through you to the friendly people of Mozambique the 
best wishes for »rogress and well-being. I express the conviction that 
the relutions of friendship and cooperation existing between our two 
countries will develop further in the interest of our two people.” [Text] 
[Tirana ATA in English 0800 GMT 25 Jun 87] /9604 


SPANISH RECEPTION--Tirana, 25 Jun (ATA)--The ambassador extraordinary 

and plenipotentiary of Spain to the People’s Socialist Republic of Albania, 
Luis Cuervo, gave a reception on the occasion of the official holiday 

of Spain. Present at the reception were the minister of foreign affairs, 
Reis Malile; the minister for foreign trade, Shane FKorbeci; the secretarv 
of the Presidium of the People’s Assembly, Sihat Tozaj; the director of 
the International Relations Study Institute, Sofokli Lazri; chairman of 
the Executive Committee of the People’s Council of Tirana, Leandro Zoto; 
working people of science, art, press, and other guests. Heads and 
officials of the diplomatic representations accredited to the People's 
Socialist Republic of Albania were also present. [Text] [Tirana ATA 

in English 0950 GMT 25 Jun 87] /9604 


ALGERIA'S IBRAHIMI VISITS GRAVES--Tirana, 9 Jul (ATA)--The rinister of 
foreign affairs of the People's Democratic Algerian Republic, Dr Ahmed 
Taleb Ibrahimi paid homage to the martyr's graves of the nation and laid 
wreaths on the "Mother Albania™ monument and the grave of the distinguished 
leader of the Albanian people, Enver Hoxha, on 8 July before noon. He 

was accompanied by the chairman of the Executive Committee of the People's 
Council of the District of Tirana, Leandro Zoto and the vice minister 


of foreign affairs, Muhamet Kapllani. [Text] [Tirana ATA in English 
0735 GMT 9 Jul 87] /9604 


CSO: 2020/138 








CZECHOS LOVAKIA POLITICAL 


STEALING OF STATE PROPERTY WIDESPREAD IN SLOVAKIA 
Bratislava NOVE SLOVO in Slovak 11 Jun 87 p 1 
[Article by V.A. Daniel: "Yow Well Do Internal Controls Punction?"] 


[Text] There is no doubt that the vast majority of manarers do their 

jobs cerscientiously and honestly. What is one to think, then, about 

those who, quite frankly, steal, or who through indifference or unassertive- 
ness make it possible for others to commit crimes? 


Recently the SSR Ministry of the Interior and the SSR Prosecutor pgereral 
have provide’ journalists with information concerning white collar crime. 
In 1986 alone, there were 7,211 proven cases of white collar crime 
resulting in damages of Kcs 120 million. Almost fifty percent of these 
involve theft. The first question is why most of these cases had to he 
solved by the police. In only 1.2 percent of the cases did control or 
inspection employees of enterprises and organizations bring to light the 
evidence of criminal activity! 


The second question is how well does our internal control system function. 
Of the 8,957 persons arrested almost 25 percent were managers at all 
levels, and 380 of them were the managing directors of their orpaniza- 
tions. From this it is evident that this sort of “activity” is a logical 
culmination of inadequate or nonfunctioning control systems, or control 
systems that cnly exist on paper, documentation shortcomings, or the 
intentional shredding of documents. 


What is one to make of the fact, for instance, that of the 422 cases of 
bribery recorded last year (there were 152 such cases in the first 

quarter of 1987), not a single one was uncovered by the control divisions 
of the enterprise sphere. On the other hand, out of some 6,000 complaints 
made by citizens, a large portion of which were anonymous, while some were 
made clearly to settle personal scores, the majority were well intentioned 
and pointed to laxity in taking care of government property, the mismanage- 
ment of property, etc. 


The prosecutor's office made inspections of 127 organizations last year 
during which it fouad 271 instances of failure to report suspicion of 
criminal activity. These inspections also discovered that some managers 

















set themselves up as lawgivers when they personally set the criteria for 
when a shortfall or an instance of theft is reported or not reported. 
Hundreds of similar inspections and warnings come from other, unfortunctely 
external, offices and divisions. 


Criminality and damage to society have their roots where there is the 
misuse of a position, where priority is given to persoral, family, friend- 
ship, or local interests, where a controlling and reporting obligation is 
not fultilled, where inventories are not taken regularly, where an 
atmosphere is encouraged of improper ambitiousness, where some people have 
grown, as they say, very long horus and noses. 


This is not a matter of any new requests, but only of the meeting of 
obligations, compliance with and the respect fcr laws and repulations, 
even in such apparently minor matters as putting in a full work day. 
Managers should alwavs remember that they must approach the protection 

and administration of property with the same attitude and energy that they 
use when managing production or ary other major activity. They must truly 
manage, which includus controlling and making the proper conclusions from 
any discoveries that are made. After all it cannot be possible that the 
police play the major role in preventing white collar crime. Of the many 
questions that could be asked, one ‘s especially important, namely where 
did these managers leave their conscience and honor in these cases? 


9276/9190 
CSO: 2400/333 











CZECHOS LOVAKIA POLITICAL 


NATIONAL ARTIST FINDS YOUNG PEOPLE UNINFORMED 
Prague MLADA FRONTA in Czech 6 Jun 87 p 4 


[Address by Milos Kopecky, national artist, at the 4th Congress of the 
Union of Czech Dramatic Artists: “Four Times About Young People”) 


[Text] I do not think that our young people are any worse than we used to 
be. They could be even slightly better--if.... However, their situat fon 

is bad. Unbelievable as it may sound in view of so much concern ard so such 
talk, our young people are spiritually neglected. In terms of material goods, 
they are doing exceedingly well and yet, that is not enough. They are proof 
that man cannot live by bread alone. I do not mean just the decadent part 
of our young people--that is another story; I speak here, and unfortunately, 
I must generalize, of youth at large. In some ways our young people are 
better than we used to be. They are not hypocrites. They look at us 
tolerantly, in a slightly comic way, and do not give a damm about us; they 
do not find us worthy even of pretending to be something else. 


Of course, they must not te told lies. They are particularly allergic to 
untruth. They are allergic to our aattonal schizophrenia: saying one thing 
in public and another thing at home, in private. Unfortunately, they are 
uneducated. They knor nothing and do not want to know; for them the world 
begins on the day of their bicth. To whom can we complain? Many things vere 
concealed from them, and everything of value, even the most sacred ideas-- 
alas, the word “socialism” itsel{--have been discredited in their eyes. We 
must do everything to inspire our young people above all for the ideals of 
socialism and to make them feel as enthusiastic as we once felt, and I do 
not doubt, as you used to feel when you were young. However, young people 
need som: opportunity for inspiration; they are not aware that socialism may 
be gore attractive than they have seen thus far. It is hard to strike a 
spark for the sorry caricature we are still presenting to our youth as an 
accompaniment to solem lectures. 


These young people have no wemory of history, they do not know their 
historical past, they do not know their own roots. You can imagine what an 
easy and simple task it is for hostile propaganda to influence such a 
generation psychologically, emotionally and intellectually. These young 
people have every reason to feel good and proud about their country, its 
centuries-old culture, its democratic traditions, the perspectives of its 











socialist presont, and all the great men and women whom this country had 
given to the world. Yet our young people do not feel that pride. They 
stand awestruck at the sight of the latest model of an automobile made in 
the West. They do not realize that Charles University was founded well 
before the discovery of America. They do not know some of the great person- 
alities of our history. We must not heap all the blame on our young people. 
If we change the moral and spiritual climate of our country, we shall 

change many other things as well and undoubtedly, for the better. Let us 
always tell our young people nothing but the truth and we shall reap great 
rewards. Gramsci said that truth is revolutionary--so why should we gear it? 


9004/12851 
CSO: 2400/317 








CZECHOSLOVAKIA POLITICAL 


DANUBE DAM WILL ISOLATE VILLAGES 
Bratislava SMENA in Slovak 9 Jun 87 p 4 
{Article by Milan Kratky: "An Island on an Island") 


[Text] The construction of the Gabcikovo-Nagymaros Water Works System 

on the Danube is changing the face of the southern portion of Zitny Island. 
The construction of the derivational and waste channels will create a new 
island in the Central Danube okres. It will stretch from Hrusov almost 

to Palkovicovo, will be almost 25 kilometers long and 5 kilometers wide 

at its widest point. It contains almost 7,000 hectares of arable land 

and beautiful forests. Three villages are situated on this future island: 
Dobrohost, Vojka nad Dunajom, and Bodiky. 


When the inhabitants of these villages learned that they would be living 
on an island and the construction office stopped giving building permits 
for family houses, many of them moved away, mainly to Samorina. From 
Vojka alone, for instance, in the past two years more than 180 people have 
moved away, leaving many houses in the town empty. Currently Vojka has 
737 inhabitants, Dobrohost 470, and Dobiky 435. This makes a total of 
1,642 inhabitants of the island, and there will be no surprise if more 
people move out before the derivation channel begins operations. Some 

of these people work in agriculture, and the others commute to work in 
Samorina, Bratislava, and Dunajska Streda. Once the island is established, 
however, the trip to Dunajska Streda will be 5-6 kilometers longer, and 
the trip to Samorina and Bratislava up to 40 kilometers longer because 
they will have to get there through Gabcikovo. A ferry is even being set 
up near Vojka, with the capacity of about 1 bus. This will tie the island 
to the old transportation system, but this will not be a big help to 
citizens traveling to work in the above cities. 


In the interest of retaining the inhabitants of the island, however, 
building permits are again being issued and consideration is being given 
to setting up work opportunities right on the island, primarily in manu- 
facturing operations of several cooperatives. One firm interested in 
having a facility on the island is the Tesla-Consumer Electronics factory 
of Dunajksa Streda. 


These villages are well provided with services. In Vojka there are a food 
store, a general store, a meat market and a pub. This year construction 














will begin, under the auspices of Project Z, of a health center. A 
service center for basic services and a hardware store are also planned 
before the end of the current 5-year plan. Vojka has no school. Students 
travel to Rohoviec or Dobrohost, but building a school in Vojka is also 
being considered. Dobrohost has a school for grades 1-4, a kindergarten, 
a cultural center and a general store. Rodiky has a two-class school, 

a kindergarten, a shop and a pub. All three villages have a public water 
supply. While Dobrohost has large reserves of potable water available 

it would be desirable to build a waste water treatment plant there, a 
sewage system, and to deal with the communal waste disposal problem. Yet 
to be decided is whether to build one plant in each village, or one plant 
for all three, connected to them by channels. Six organizations are 
currently managing agricultural land. Plans call for everything to be 
taken over by the JZD in Horny Bare, where it will probably he used to 
grow fruit and raise beef cattle. There are two gravel pits on the future 
island, along with about 130 hectares of lake. Gravel is still being 
mined. Plans call for one gravel pit dedicated to fishing, with the other 
one to serve for water sports and recreation. 


Dobrohost and Vojka have their own independent national committees, while 
the committee in Bodiky is affiliated with the Local National Committee 

in Horni Bare. After starting up the derivation channel, however, plans 
call for Bodiky to have its own national committee, as was the case 
originally. However, Dobrohost and Vo'ka are about one kilometer from 

each other, and Bodiky is only 4 kilometers away. Moreover, all inhabitants 
of the island will have roughly similar economic interests. This would 

make it a sensible idea to create a single common Local National Committee 
for all three villages, with the headquarters in Vojka. 


9276/9190 
cso: 2400/333 





GERMAN DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC POLITICAL 


CP ORGAN ON FORMER ‘DISSIDENT’ KUCZYNSKI ON GORBACHEV LINE 
Helsinki TIEDONANTAJA in Finnish 15 May 87 pp 16-18 
[Interview with Jurgen Kuczynski by Seppo Iisalo] 

[Text] Kuczynski and Criticism of Socialisa 


In the book “A Dialogue with My Great Grandson” Jurgen Kuczynski accounts for 
his relationship with socialism by pointing out that an old, socially experi- 
enced comrade never loses his ability to become excited or angry, but that he 
does not have the time or desire to be disappointed. 


In our interview Kuczynski er\hasized how often some issue in socialism an- 
gers him. He answered pithily: “Once a day...at the least!” 


But Kuczynski cannot be accused of being opposed to socialism. He criticizes 
day-to-day socialism and the GDR's or his own country's drawbacks in accelera- 
ting development. 


Raising the social consciousness of people is very important to Kuczynski. 
In this, he is a dyed-in-the-wool Leninist, and in this also lies the reason 
for why he is so enthusiastic about Gorbachev. 


This attitude is also apparent when he criticizes * embellishment of his 
own country's official propaganda and the depic’ : development as simple 
progress. 


In Kuczynski's opinion, the GDR and other socialist countries have accomp- 
lished vast achievements, but at the same time he criticizes the thesis of 
continuity: “We always talk only about continuity, but it is not conceded 
that discontinuity, an interruption of development, is at least as important. 
There cannot be a revolution without discontinuity. Quantity must be changed 
into quality.” 


As this interview demonstrates, Kuczynski believes that socialism has now de- 
veloped into a new, revolutionary phase. 


11 














A couple weeks ago, TIEDONANTAJA had an exceptional opportunity to hear what 
Jurgen Kuczynski, a Communist and one of the world's leading social scient- 
ists, thinks about today's world, socialism, his own country, the GDR, and 
Gorbachev's line. The controversial and admired and sometimes sharp-tongued 
Kuczynski related his views in an outspoken manner as always without covering 
up criticisa. 


In his home in Berlin's Weissensee, in a 60,000-volume library in an old 
brick building, he answered our questions for an hour. He had a twinkle in 
his eye throughout the entire interview. In spite of his outward appearance, 
he gave the impression rather of a 20-year old social mover and shaker than 
an old man in his declining years. 


This man, who was born on 17 September 1904, is one of our time's most res- 
pected Marxist economists and historians, who is also known as a sharp socio- 
logist and social analyst in his homeland and elsewhere. 


The extent of Kuczynski's research work is almost unbelievable. His primary 
work is a 40-volume history of the position of the working class, which he 
completed at the end of the 1950s. A 10-volume study of the history of so- 
cial sciences as well as a 5-volume series work on the workday history of the 
German people, among other things, have appeared since the middle of the 
1970s. 


Even though Jurgen Kuczynski is over 80 years old, he is continuing his scien- 
tific work with inexhaustable vigor. So far his works number approximately 
100 books, in addition to which one can count thousands of scientific and pop- 
ular science articles as well as columns exposing the work-a-day world of so- 
cialism and capitalisa. 


When asked whether the number of his works exceeds Lenin's achievements, the 
professor, who puffs on Havana cigars first thing in the morning, answers 
while laughing boisterously and without hesitating for a moment: 

“Yes, certainly.” 

In the same breath he, however, continues modestly: 

“But otherwise I have not accomplished nearly as much as Lenin... and more- 
over, the level of my books does not correspond with the level of Lenin's 
works. 


Forty Years of Disciplined Work 


According to Kuczynski himself, the breadth of his scientific work is no 
wonder. 


“I have worked just like any conditioned athlete. I have worked with purpose 
and discipline. It is quite simple.” 
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On the day of the interview, as om all other days, Kuczynski had awakened at 
5:30 and was sitting at his typewriter by 6:35, by 9:00 o'clock he had ans- 
wered several letters (he receives an exceptional number of letters), had 
read an introduction to a certain book as well as NEVES DEUTSCHLAND, the 
party daily. 


“In the mornings I work regularly until 11:00 or 11:30. What happens in the 
afternoon is a matter of complete indifference to me, I then live a spontan- 
eous life; scientific meetings and discussions, among other things. But af- 
ter 5:00 I read a book and am in bed around half past eight.” 


Thus there is no special secret to his productivity. 


“It is purely a question of discipline and continuity. Continuity means that 
I have worked in this manner for 40 years.” 


An Orthodox Dissident 


Views on Jurgen Kuczynski are sometimes very contradictory, but even those 

who do not always subscribe to his biting criticism listen to his opinion. 

The reactionary West German DIE WELT once characterized Kuczynski as an ortho- 
dox dissident. When I asked what his own opinion is of this definition, the 
professor becomes enthusiastic and almost interrupts sy question. 


“I like that definition very much. It is a real Leninist concept. Orthodox 
means that I depend on Marx, Engels, and Lenin, and a dissident means that I 
criticize issues which I find correct to criticize.” 


[Question] In his criticism Kuczynski does not spare real socialism either. 
Why do you do this? 


[Answer] I do what the people do, but I also do it in writing. 


It is namely a matter of having to distinguish between an unconditional faith 
and enthusiasm connected with the fundamentals of socialism, on the one hand, 
and day-to-day socialism, on the other. Day-to-day socialism is still unsat- 
isfactory in many respects. 


“Dents in Helmet Also from Enemy Strikes” 


Kuczynski has had problems with the political leadership of the GDR over the 
years. At the end of the 1950s he was urged to correct certain views, but he 
refused. He, however, agreed that at least for some time he will concentrate 
on his research of the history of the working class. 


[Question] Now the situation has changed greatly. It is said that Kuczynski 
meets with members of the GDR's party leadership all the way up to Erich 
Honecker and discusses questions other than economics with them. Is this 
true? 
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[Answer] I seldom meet with comrade Honecker since he has plenty of other 
work to accomplish. Therefore, I want to meet him only when it is, indeed, a 
question of an important matter, but from time to time I do send hia articles 
which are intended for publication in NEVES DEUTSCHLAND. With two exceptions 
he has read them within 24 hours. Once it took 48 hours because he had aany 
diplomatic obligations and another time it tcok several days since the sub- 
ject was somewhat complex... 


In addition to NEWES DEUTSCHLAND, Kuzcynski contributes to Horinzont (an in- 
ternational political periodical) as well as to Weltbuhne, in which he writes 
short columns on the most varied subjects. 


[Question] How many articles do you write in a year? 
[Answer] Same as before, 60--70. Sometimes the number is 80, sometimes 65. 


[Question] And you can present your opinions freely, or are there some poli- 
tical limits? 


{Answer} Wo, not at this time. 
[Question] But before? 


[Answer] Well, naturally. There is a saying that “an old comrade’s helmet 
is full of dents, and some of them are from enemy strikes”. This describes 
the situation. 


Gorbachev, GDR, and Leninisa 


The conversation then turns to Gorbachev's Soviet Union, perestroika [refora) 
and glasnost [openness]. These are issues about which Kuczynski wrote in the 
book “Dialog mit meinem Urenkel™ [A Dialogue with My Great Grandson], which 
appeared in 1983 already and aroused vast interest. The number of copies in 
print is 175,000. 


In it Kuczynski answers 19 questions posed by his great grandson Robert. The 
questions deal with real socialism, information policy, Stalin's era, the 
bases of scientific work, and so on. And Kuczynski answers each question 
specifically without covering up evils and errors. 


[Question] In other words, Kuczynski did what the Soviet media is now doing, 
but a few years ago already. Were you thus a Gorbachevian before Gorbachev? 


[Anewer]) Indeed, yes. One can say that. It is exactly the grandson's line. 
But I want to add that Erich Honecker has always supported this book. This 
is also apparent. 


[Question] But more precisely speaking, what is your attitude toward what is 
happening in the Soviet Union today? 
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[Answer] Naturally, I am especially enthusiastic about it. I see the issue 
in such a way that our foreign policy is completely on the same track as that 
of the Soviet Union. In the economic area we have done sany things already 
before the Soviet Union. But that which we are lacking is the old spirit of 
Leninism: criticism, openness, daring, and offensiveness. 


What is happening in Gorbachev's Soviet Union, naturally, means something conm- 
pletely different to me than to others since I experienced the same once be- 
fore, namely in the 1920s. That revival to which Gorbachev is aiming -- but 
what he has not yet achieved — was also visible in the 1920s. 


That was the experience of my youth. And it is amazing that in ay old age I 
can once again go back to the days of sy youth. 


Naturally, in the West there is an attempt to disrupt the reform process of 
the socialist countries. In this sense an attempt has been made to speculate 
about relations between the GDR and the Soviet Union by raising the question 
of copying the Soviet model as a subject of discussion. Kurt Hager, a member 
of the GDR's party leadership, refuted these speculations in the West German 
STERN weekly with an allegorical question: would you feel an obligation to 
wallpaper your house again if your neighbor had wallpapered his own house. 


When I asked Kuczynski's opinion on this comparison, he laughs from amidst 
the cigar smoke: 


“I would say that anyone can be influenced by a poor example. I myself have 
done so often.” 


[Question] But seriously speaking, would there be something to learn for the 
other socialist countries from that reform process which is going on in the 
Soviet Union? 


[Answer] Yes, indeed. 

[Question] But what? 

[Anewer] Well, Leninisa, for example! (sarcastic laughter) 

[Question] Could you be more specific? 

[Answer] I have said this already: criticism, openness, courage, new think- 
ing, the battle of opinions. This is that old Leninism which should be re- 


vived even here. That is what I mean and that is what I wrote a lot about in 
“Urenkel” [Great Grandson). 


[Question] Let us then talk about the book. In it you state that Lenin had 
an extremely open attitude toward open criticism, but that many in the GDR do 
not think that open criticism can be practiced since the enemy can use it for 
purposes directed against socialism. You call this attitude purely defen- 
sive. 
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[Answer] That is true. 
[Question] But is the situation still the same as when you wrote “Urenkel”? 


[Answer] Yes. It continues to be so, completely the opposite of Gorbachev's 
Soviet Union. 


[Question] But do you believe that the situation will change here also? 
[Answer] Yes, I believe that it will change here also as time goes by. 
[Question] But are not there already other examples than you’: book? 


[Answer] There is a very small beginning. But the most impo’ tant thing is 
that the broad masses and also the party rank and file be just as enthusiast- 
ic about Gorbachev. 


[Question] Have you personally experienced this or what leads you to this 
conclusion? 


[Answer] I deliver approximately 60 lectures a year. I talk initially for 
20 minutes and then the debate begins, an animated debate. There has been 
much evidence of this. 


[Question] Has the atmosphere changed since Gorbachev? 


[Answer] Yes. It has changed a lot. In the first place, optimism with res- 
pect to the future has increased and there are also complaints that a change 
is not occurring fast enough here. This is stated openly. 


Criticiem of Social Sciences 


[Question] Im the book “A Dialogue with My Great Grandson” Kuczynski also 
analyzes the situation of the social sciences in his own country. The ques- 
tion can also be posed as follows: In Finland and elsewhere in the world the 
GDR is known as a superpower of the sports world, but the same is said auch 
less seldom about the situation of the social sciences in that country. Does 
this picture reflect reality? 


[Answer] It is unconditionally correct, that is exactly the situation. 
[Question] But why is this so? 

[Anewer] Achievements in sports are based on the fact that we have a tremen- 
dous mass sports movement and that we exhibit such exceptional care for every 
talent. There has not been such a sports nation as the GDR since ancient 
Greece. 


But the situation is to the contrary as far as the social sciences are con- 
cerned... 
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[Question] In your book you go so far as to urge future researchers who want 
to understand the country's social reality to read novels and not newspapers 
or social science works. What do you specifically mean by this? 


[Answer] I mean that our social science books either embellish daily life or 
they do not deal with it all, bet treat it rather generally while always rely- 
ing on the same quotes from Marx, Engels, and Lenin. Novels, on the other 
hand, cannot be written unless daily life is treated with all its contradic- 
tions. 


Sometimes dissatisfaction has been expressed in the party leadership as a re- 
sult of the fact that I have said this straight-out and that I have spoken 
about the mediocrity of our social sciences. 


But Brezhnev pointed out at the 26th CPSU Congress already that many philoso- 
phers only repeat what has been confirmed for a long time already. Then And- 
ropov urged economists to finally say something new. And now Gorbachev says 

that social scientists have not accomplished anything exceptional in the last 
half century. This is also ay opinion. 


In way opinion, there have been three great phases in human history from the 
poin. of view of the social sciences. fF.ret in ancient Greece, then the 
Renaissance, and finally the Soviet Union in the 1920s. 


[Question] But positive examples can be found even from recent years? 


[Answer] Naturally, but it is not decisive. What is decisive is the large 
amount of mediocrity and the fact that it also extends to the teaching of 
university students and schoolchildren. 


The Power and Weakness of Socialisa 


{Question} If we could talk about a slightly more general question. What in 
your opinion are the three strongest aspects of socialism and what are the 
three weakest in today's world? 


[Ansver] This is an interesting question. The first I would like to call a 
positive circumstance -- looked at from the point of view of socialism -~- the 
completely selfish position on behalf of peace. Because nothing serves socia- 
lism better than peace, while, on the other hand, some small faction in capi- 
talism may always find benefit from preparations for war. This is the most 
important issue. 


The second, the elimination of poverty in socialism, and the third is the 
development of Marxism-Leninism in our ideology. 


As far as the negative aspects are concerned, first of all, I would say an 
exce;’  omally unyielding bureaucracy. It is a matter contrary to democracy. 


The second... 
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And now for the first time in the entire interview Kuczynski becomes silent. 
A “ull 15 seconds of complete silence. 


Do you know, today it is so difficult to say because of Gorbachev.. 
When I wrote “Urenkel”, everything was much easier... 


The second... everything that Gorbachev has not yet beca able to accomplish 
in a socialist society, namely the restoration of the old spirit of Leninisa. 


If we remember Lenin's last years, an outright hysterical struggle against bu- 
reaucracy... it can be said that in socialism there is one fundamental weak- 
ness, the fact that we have not achieved a Leninist spirit. 


Toward the Year 2000 


[Question] There are a full 10 years left until the year 2000. What do you 
think the world will be like, what are the prospects of socialism, and what 
are your hopes? 


[Answer] My first hope is that peace will be preserved. The second is that 

I believe the socialist countries will develop exceptionally fast. More ra- 
pidly than in the last 30--40 years even though we have accomplished signifi- 
cant results even that period of time. But I expect that, for example, the 
direct participation of people in the process of social change will be auch 
greater. This will mean that democracy and criticism will become more force- 
fully developed than in past decades. And, cf course, I hope for the develop- 
ment of the social sciences. 


[Question] And what in particular would you like to see different than now 
in the socialist countries? 


[Answer] It is that which Gorbachev is striving to achieve and what we are 
aiming at in the economic area... 


We Are Living in Fortunate Times 


[Question] Let us return to the reception received by the book “Urenkel”. 
Kuczynski says that he continuously receives letters, in which opinions are 
given on this or that question raised by the book. 


[Answer] A certain pastor mentioned in his letter that he (a Christian) had 
received from it (a Marxist) an inspiration to take a more forceful position 
on behalf of a socialist society. In another letter a certain 8/-year old 
comrade thanks me for the fact that life once again seems brighter after 
reading the book. 


And two middle-age party members stated that they had intended to leave the 
party, but they thought differently after reading “Urenkel”. 
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Naturally, all of this has been tremendously encouraging for me. The social 
situation was, however, different when I was writing the book than it is now 
duricg the refors of socialissa. 


[Question] If sow were to rewrite the work now, what would you change in it? 


{Ansver}] Nothing. The subjects treated in it continue to be problems. WNoth- 
ing essential has changed in this respect. But if I were to write a new in- 
troduction, I would state in it that at this time we are living in auch sore 
fortunate times than when I wrote the book in the beginning of the 1980s 

since Gorbachev is in charge... 


Kuczynski's unconditional faith in the future is also reflected in his work 
plans. His most recent work “A History of Civilization in the Last 4000 
Years” will appear in the bookstores in August. It is already completed, the 
proof sheets are on Kuczynski's desk. 


[Question] And after that? 


[Answer] Wext year there will be a book which will be entitled “Germany in 
1903, A Completely Usual Imperialist Year” and after that — if I reach the 
age of 85 — a research work on historical materialise... 


I have not made any plans beyond that. 


10576 
CSO: 3617/106 


19 











HUNGARY POLITICAL 


KULCSAR ADVOCATES REAL REFORM, REFORMULATION OF SOCIALISM 
Budapest ESTI HIRLAP in Hungarian 30 Apr 87 p 5 


(Interview with Kalman Kulesar, Deputy Secretary General of Hungarian Acadeny 
of Sciences, member of the MSZMP Educational Policy Working Collective, by 
Julia Halasz: “The Real Questions of Our Nation's Fate: Social and Economic 
Renewal. Let Us Not Delay the Implementation of Necessary Reforus.*) 


(Text) "The real issue deciding our nation's fate--and even [the 19th century 
reformer count Istvan] Szechenyi has realized this--is one of sodernization 
that would eliminate our backwardness. Other problems can be solved pending 
on the success of modernization, and this is how we can ensure our survival,” 
writes Kalman CKulcesar, Deputy Secretary General of Hungarian Academy of 
Sciences, in the preface of his recently published book titled "Modernization 
and Hungarian Society.” 


Oppressive Burden 


(Question) Unfortunately, this issue may be more relevant nowadays than ever 
before. Under the prevailing global economic situation, what opportunities do 
you see for the renewal and modernization of Hungary's society and economy? 


(Answer) The present can only be studied and understood together with the 
past. For centuries, our greatest thinkers and politicians felt the 
oppressive burden of our backwardness, and thus they considered it a 
commanding task to modernize our society. At times the consciousness of this 
task stimulated great achievements, resulted in increased activity in our 
economic, social and political life and, if the ciroumstances were favorable, 
speeded up progress. At other times, when conditions were less favorable, 
this task faded from consciousness. 


Then came a period of stagnation; our situation, activities and culture were 
influenced by the cumulative effect of century-long tendencies, and--although 
in a different manner--this strengthened once again the sense of backwardness 
and the urgency of modernization. And, because one cannot discard the past, 
even during the period of acceleration there survived influential factors, 
certain aspects of which delayed progress, and later even introduced negative 
elements into our society. The last four decades of our history--in spite of 
all existing problems--opened the way and created the conditions for 
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accomplishing the task. It cannot be dGeniec, however, that our backwardness 
still exists to a certain degree, and that the factors and consequences of our 
recent and distant past are at times still holding us back and hinder our 


progress. 
(Question) What do you understand by soderniza( ior? 


(answer) This expression stands for making something more up-i >-date or the 
process of becoming up-to-date; we could use the Hungarian versic:, but in 
scientific life it came to be used in its original form. The success of 
modernization, on the one hand, implies the achievement of a certain economic 
Gevelopaent, up-to-date technologies, the rise of general educational and 
cultural level and an effective system of public adsinistration; on the cther 
hand, all of these are conditions for the further progress of sodernization. 
Modernization can succeed only if certain demands for continuous progress 
develop within society, in parallel with the rise of certain conditions that 
make continuous renewal possible, and a mechanism that is able to meet the new 
challenges and thus bring about the necessary changes. 


[Question] At the recent theoretical conference held in Szeged, you gave a 
lecture titled “The leage of Society and Societal Processes in the 1980s." 
What are characteristic aspects of Hungarian society in the 1960s? 


{answer) The reform-process--started two decades ago, after we recognized the 
challenges produced by global and domestic ciroumstances--has reached the 


stage in the 1980s where social development brought up the issues of 
irreversibility or return. It is quite natural that significant social forces 
are working to oppose irreversibility. 


It is also clear that the early 1960s forced us to to exist in global economic 
ciroumstances that are not favorable for Hungary's society. This is nct the 
first time I wish to emphasize that our society's adaptability, that is, its 
ability to come up with suitable answers in response to external and internal 
changes, is also influenced, at times hindered, by factors from the distant 
past that re-surface as new elements weighing upon our thinking and behavior. 
Often we recognize, and even desire, the necessary changes, but fail to break 
with factors that prevent the introduction of anything new. This is the case 
with the enterprise structure, in political organizations and throughout our 
society. 


Values 


(Question) Much is being said nowadays about the necessary change in the 
image of socialisa. 


(Answer) The old image of socialism is the product of a definite historical 
period that developed in accordance with the demands of certain historical 
Situations. It embraces the millennial desires of humankind, as well as 


consequences derived from the changing history of the (socialist) movement. 


A realistic image of socialism can be formed only if we analyze the old image. 
We must determine which of its factors are tied to which historical periods 
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and which conditions, which social and political processes they were created 
by, and--naturally--which new tendencies were initiated by decisions based on 
the above; what phenomena and relationship surfaced in the aftermath, and 
which of these were desirable or not. Subsequently, we can outline a 
perspective based on existing socialist society, which can set goals based on 
today's circumstances and the foreseeable future, and define values which may 
already be in the process of formation. 


In A Stable Country 


In closing, I wish to reiterate the issue I have already stated before: There 
are great problems--as we used to say, “issues of fate"--in our society, such 
as those dealing with the declining growth and "quality" of our population; 
but the "most crucial issue" is our survival as an independent national state. 
And this is tantamount to closing the gap between our society and the rest of 
the world, something which we have been trying to accomplish for the past two 
centuries. The solution to all of our problems depends on our success in 
this; just as the only way we can preserve socialist values, and the results 
we consider our achievements, is in a developing, economically stable country. 
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POLAND POLITICAL 


REVIEW OF DAVIES POLISH HISTORY NOTES WESTERN ORIENTATION 
Warsaw PRZEGLAD KATOLICKI in Polish No 21, 24 May 87 p 5 


{Article by Andrzej Harasimowicz: “Poles in the Eyes of Others -- the Heart of 
Europe” ] 


[Text] Norman Davies: “Heart of Europe. A Short History of Poland”, Clarendon 
Press, Oxford, 1984, 511 pages. 


“Poland remains a symbol of Europe's moral problems and of the dangers hanging 
over the whole world. An alarm over the Vistula is ringing for all of us and 
that is because Poland is a place where rival cultures and philosophies have 
had the sharpest conflict and the tensions of the European drama are played 
out on the living body and nerves of a large nation. Poland is neither a 
patch of land nor a remote promontory but the heart of Europe”. 


The very title of Norman Davies’ book, “Heart of Europe — a Short History of 
Poland,” taken as it is from the Polish romantics, says much about the 
author's attitude. He is 57 years old, a lecturer at the School of Slavonic 
and East European Studies of London University, a student of two lions of 
recent European historiography, Professor A.J. Taylor and Professor Henryk 
Batowski and a graduate of two famous European universities, Oxford and 
Jagiellonian. He knows Poland, has friends and correspondents in the country 
and speaks Polish well. This is the second Polish history he has had 
published since 1981. The first was "Poland -- God's Playground.” This book 
was well received around the world and is also known in Poland. Davies is 
also the author or co-author of many other works on Poland including one 
published there. 


The English professor wrote this history on the Japanese island of Hokkaido 
where he had been invited to teach. He had previously taught in the U.S. and 
China. He has not spent his life in libraries but instead travels around the 
world, knows many people and is familiar with various cultures and political 
systems. We must therefore reject any notion that he is an egg-headed 
intellectual entranced by Polish romanticisn. 
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This book is made all the more important by the fact that it is and will 
continue to be read all over the world. Along from Czeslaw Milosz, Leszek 
Kolakowski and Piotr Wandycz, Davies has contributed much to the 
popularization of Polish history and culture around the world and in academic 
and cultura! circles of Western Europe, the United States, Australia and 
Japan. 


The book has not been written to strengthen hearts nor was it addressed mainly 
to Polish readers. The author is full of sympathy for Poles but wants to be 
neither an optimist nor a pessimist. However, a note of melancholy is 
apparent when he writes that “the sense of Poland's recent experiences is 
abasement and disappointment”. Davies feels that it is enough for him to 
attempt a synthetic description of Poland's tribulations in order to allow the 
reader to reach his own conclusions. This is not surprising as it is a 
consequence of his own philosophy, education and British cultural tradition. 
The historian is supposed to explain the past in accordance with his own best 
knowledge rather than moralize it. This does not mean that he does not make 
any comments but usually does so only after presenting the facts. 


When we read that “in Poland, literature does not reflect politics but 
outright threatens to replace it” and that “romanticism is the single most 
important component of Polish culture and the romantic tradition continues to 
dominate Polish thought”, we see how true that is of us and it is also quite 
clear that Davies himself has joined the intellectual tradition of Polish 
romanticism. However, earnest professionalism and a disciplined pen do not 
allow him to take sides. Davies knows too much about Poland to convince 
himself or others that her history is a series of tragic struggles against 
evil. We ourselves have written much about that while suppressing our own 
resentment that the world cares little about the matter. The author does not 
idealize Poland but rather tries to make her image a “normal” one despite the 
fact that he has his own deep feelings about every aspect of our country. His 
own obvious sympathy for Jozef Pilsudzki, “the prophet and champion of Polish 
sovereignty”, does not prevent him from objectively describing the views and 
merits of positivists and the existence of conciliators and loyalists. Much 
attention is given to Roman Dmowski the “father of Polish nationalism” and he 
concludes his thoughts about Polish-Russian relations with a quote from his 
own “Future of Russia”. 


In Davies’ opinion, contemporary Poland's political pedigree reaches back some 
8-9 generations to the beginning of the 18th century and from the Mute Sejm of 
1717 to the emergence of Solidarity and also constitutes one of the oldest 
unbroken political traditions in Europe. The contemporary Polish nation has 
been formed by a 1000-year historical process. Davies does not see any 
continuity in this because after 1795, Poland's fate was largely determined by 
changing external forces. The years 1795, 1830, 1861-64, 1918, 1939, 1944, 
1956 and 1980-81 saw the emergence of a new quality and the overthrow of the 
old. Davies does not pretend to understand history's plan. However, at the 
same time, he does see the debate about Poland in the most universal 
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ph. .»».>s 1 categories and as a reflection of the debate between Plato and 


Ari.* ‘© petween what is ideal and what is real. At the present time, 
Aris..*:«.  ¥ the upper hand in Poland but is fighting hard to hold Plato 
dow. ««< ©. Ids the Polish affinity for refined spiritualism as a specific 
part of ©»\i: 1. politics which he describes with understanding and a 
sympathy «. se “o what one feels for heroic virgins. At the same time, if one 
is to re,:;' >  ,olitics as the art of doing what is possible, “then the 
conciliy . e the only real politicians on the Polish scene”, states Davies 
in ref. «© to Stanislaw August, Drucki-Lubecki, Wielopolski and Dmowski. 


Such 8.1 approach corresponds to the most general concepts of historiography 
which is not the building of a visionary edifice from the bricks of facts but 
hewing a lump of stone to find the sculpture hidden within. This does not 
change the fact that both concepts require that one have a plan before going 
to work. 


Davies certainly has that plan. Therefore, the Polish stone under the blows 
of his chisel, once strong and decisive and at other times delicate and 
elaborate, reveals the latest charms and wounds, beauty and ugliness. The 
book, which narrates events backwards from the present to the past, is 
structured around this very concept and we see this in the titles of the 
different chapters: “The Heritage of Abasement -- Poland After World War II"; 
“The Heritage of Disaster -- Poland's Wartime Experiences, 1939-1947"; “The 
Heritage of Disappointment -- Poland's Experiment with Independence, 1914- 
1939"; “The Heritage of Spiritual Superiority — Poland During the Partitions, 
1795-1918"; “The Heritage of the Old Culture -- Poland Before 1795"; Echo -- 
the Past in Poland's Present”; and “Aside From History”. The author has 
obviously concentrated on the 20th century to which he dedicates 5 chapters 
and two-thirds of the book. 


With great historical sophistication, literary taste and a feeling for 
language, Davies presents the antecedents for the modern divisions in Polish 
society. He distinguishes four principal political and civil attitudes among 
Poles that have persisted from the 18th century up to today and they are 
loyalism, conciliation, resistance and emigration. These attitudes appeared 
in all three partitions and were most sharply defined in relation to Russia. 
All variants of Polish political behavior toward Russia are found in the life 
story of Adam Jerzy Czartoryski, that “great Polish patriot” who went from 
moderate reform before 1795 through loyalism and conciliation in the first 
decades of the 19th century and revolutionary activity in 1830-31 to 
emigration to Paris. 


Davies teaches modern advocates of realism and positivism that these 
traditions often also include elements of loyalism, conciliation and 
nationalism. The spokesmen for romanticism learn that the tradition of 
resistance and spiritual sublimation has indeed constituted Polishness for 200 
years but have also not been able to solve any great problems so far. “For 
foreigners,” Davies writes, “the problem is that no Pole will admit that there 


is any other tradition than patriotism”. 
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The period of the Second Republic “with which the Poles continue to be 
infatuated", a period of considerable achievement in the creation of a state 
as well as social, military and cultural blooming, ended in terrible calamity 
and “bloodshed never before experienced by any large nation”. Davies 
emphasizes that the Poles themselves were not responsible for the fall of 
their state “situated in the least dangerous part of the world” and sees no 
alternative in the rejection of Polish alliances. However, he does state that 
“independent Poland was weak, poor and friendless”. With regard to the 
present, he writes that “Poles are more western in their views than the 
inhabitants of the West” but he adds (warns?) that the rather strong sympathy 
for Poland in the West does not at all mean that “anyone there would raise a 
finger in her defense”. That is not an expression of bad will but rather one 
of western shortsightedness and a mixture of fear, complacency and the 
persistent belief that only a general (and desired?) change in the 
international situation can change Poland's fate and fulfill the aspirations 
of the Poles. One gets the impression that this part of the book is addressed 
to the Polish reader and was inspired by “night conversations of Poles”. 


Then just what are Poland's real problems? 


To put it somewhat euphemistically but in accordance with the author's own 
train of thought. one must notice that Poland's complicated relations and 
rivalry with her eastern neighbor «nd a gradual loss of internal equilibrium 
causid Poles to lose their own state and political independence (in the 
construction of this idea, the author devotes far less space to Polish-German 
relations). Since the middle of the 18th century, the fate of Poland has to a 
great extent been determined more by external factors than by her own actions. 
This fact or rather its consequences is only with great difficulty understood 
by Poles and completely rejected by part of Polish society. Davies does not 
tell us whether that is good or bad but only says that this is how it has been 
in Poland for 200 years. Spiritual, religious and cultural life were all that 
remained unconquered by Poland's foreign masters. (Censored) (The 31 July 
1981 law on control of publications and public performances, article 2, point 
3, DZIENNIK USTAW, No 20, item 99, 1983, DZIENNIK USTAW, No 44, item 204), 


Davies very convincingly writes that the future of Poland is positively tied 
in with modern trends in world politics such as, for example, nuclear 
disarmament, In this, he sees a chance for Poland rather than a threat. The 
safer the world is, the better the outlook for Poland. He generally praises 
the English for their sober judgement but in this case tempers this praise 
with a certain “Japanese” perspective. Davies states that more people died in 
the Warsaw Uprising than at Hiroshima. Full of sympathy for Polish political 
culture, Davies repeatedly stresses the Poles’ affinity for peaceful methods 
of fighting for their rights and their contempt for violence as demonstrated 
by the fact that there was not a single act of terrorism committed under the 


dramatic tensions of the Solidarity period. 


26 











(Censored) (The 31 July 1981 law on control of publications and public 
performances, article 2, point 6, DZIENNIK USTAW, No 20, item 99, 1983, 
DZIENNIK USTAW, Bo 44, item 204). 


Describing the specific features of Polish political life, Davies devotes much 
attention to “three great institutions of Polish society: the Church, army and 
the intelligentsia”. He describes the role that the intelligentsia as a 
social class rather than as a professional group has had in Poland. He also 
regards a specific trait of Poland's political relations to be the fact that 
social life was subject more to political struggles than class struggle. One 
gets the impression that the author only relates class to Polish politics once 
the debate is entered by workers conscious of their sense of community, the 
intellectual workers and the working intellectuals. 


According to Davies, individualism as a Polish trait is not only the result of 
“citizenliness” and “equality” taken over from the elitist but democratic- 
minded Sarmatians, but also of a fruitful meeting of reformation ideals — the 
idea of predestination and direct communion with God. The experiences of our 
invasions, however, have encouraged Poles to associate their Polishness with 
Catholicism: “One might almost believe that Polish Catholicism prepared itself 
for the trial-by-fire of the partitions”. 


Karol Wojtyla's elevation to the throne of Saint Peter was not a miracle for 
Davies but a result of “his role during the Second Vatican Assembly and the 
position he gained for himself in Rome as a faithful follower of Paul VI". In 
the beginning, “some wondered whether or not the Papacy had fallen into the 
hands of a dogmatic and provincial Polish priest”. However, soon enough, even 
his enemies had to admit that in the person of a “the highly talented cardinal 
and Archbishop of Krakow, Saint Peter had gained one of his holiest and most 
charismatic successors” and “the Church had gained a leader respected 


everywhere”. 


It must be stressed that his educated English which in many places presents 
issues in a controversial tone generally follows the assumptions of Polish 
historiography and acquaints the foreign-language reader with its chief 
directions and elements. The author and publisher also deserved to be praised 
for their great care and correctness in the spelling and rendering of 
diacritical marks in Polish names. The few small errors will easily be 
corrected by the author in subsequent editions. The division into “whites” 
and “reds” did not occur in the November Uprising (censored -- The 31 July 
1981 law on control of publications and public performances, article 2, point 
3, DZIENNIK USTAW, No 20, item 99, 1983, DZIENNIK USTAW, No 44, item 204). 
President Narutowicz was not killed in the streets but in the Zacheta building 
(page 123); the abbreviation of PGR is State Agricultural farm (p. 8); the 
number of victims of the Poznan demonstrations of 1956 seems to be even lower 
than that given in official records (p. 9). Some of the misspellings include 
the incorrectly rendered title of the encyclical “Laborem exercens”™ (p. 406), 
CRZZ instead of CZZZ (p. 429) and the German name for Lodz during World War II 
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which was Litzmannstadt. However, these are all minor flaws in such an 
extensive work. 


This is an impressive and wise book, an admirable and courageous synthesis of 
1000 years of Polish history and an important voice in Polish affairs. 
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POLAND POLITICAL 


PRC WOMEN'S ORGANIZATIONAL COOPERATION 
Warsaw TRYBUNA LUDU in Polish 10 Jun 87 p 2 


[Unattributed article: “Cooperation of Polish and Chinese Women's 
Organizations” ] 


[Text] Beijing (Polish Press Agency). From 26 May to ¥9 June, the Chinese 
People's Republic was visited by a delegation of the Polish Committee for 
Interaction Between Women's Organizations and Groups consisting of the League 
of Women, the Rural Housewives Circle and the National Cooperative 
Association. The delegation was led by the chairperson of the National 
Cooperative Association, the Sejm deputy Jozefa Palmowska. The delegation 
learned about the activities of women's organizations, health care centers and 
social welfare and also exchanged its own experiences from cooperation between 
women's organizations in China and Poland. At Wuhan, Shanghai and Nankin, the 
delegation talked with the representatives of local chapters of the Chinese 
Women's Federation and was also recieved by members of government 
organizations and the Permanent Committees of the Assembly of People's 
Representatives and the Permanent Committees of the provinces’ Consultative 
Conferences (similar to the Polish National Unity Front). In Yangsu Province, 
the delegstion was personally received by the governor, Gu Xiulian. 


During the visit to Beijing, the delegation was received by the chairperson of 
the Chinese Women's Federation, Kang Keging, and the vice-chairperson of the 
Permanent Committee of the Chinese Assembly of People's Representatives, Gong 
Biao. 


12261 
CSO: 260/700 


29 











POLAND POLITICAL 


ZIELONA GORA DEFENSE COMMITTEE MEETING 
Zielona Gora GAZETA LUBUSKA in Polish 5 Jun 87 pp 1, 2 


[Article by (Wak.): “Meeting of the Zielona Gora Provincial Defense Committee 
— Patriotic-Defense Training — State of Public Order”) 


[Text] The chief topic of the 2 June meeting of the Zielona Gora Provincial 
Defense Committee was evaluation of the patriotic-defense training of society 
and especially of youth. The meeting was chaired by Governor Zbyszko 
Piwonski. 


It was emphasized that the goal of all institutions and organizations, 
especially the schools, should be to cultivate in Polish youth such traits as 
love of Fatherland, respect for work and especially for the elderly and a 
spirit of patriotisa and internationalism. It is alarming that recent 
scientific findings show that youthful patriotism is “dying” amid everyday 
problems. 


The meeting pointed out that formas of work with youth should be subtle and 
accepted by the youth themselves. We must avoid any type of commanding 
attitudes or “pompous” igposition of ideals because youth will then only 
reject them as alien. 


What is needed in that field is broad and ongoing cooperation between schools, 
parents and all institutions outside of the schools and these include the 


Union of Fighters for Freedom and Democracy, the National Defense League, the 
air clubs, army, etc. 


The committee then set up its Group on Problems in the Patriotic-Defense 
Training of Youth whose elected chairman became Zielona Gora Provincial PZPR 
Committee Secretary Jozef Malanceuk. The basic tasks and orientations of the 
group's work were outlined. 


Meeting participants were also informed about the state of public order and 
security in the province. 
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POLAND POLITICAL 


SEJM ROLE IN GENERATING, PASSING ‘FAULTY’ LAWS EXAMINED 
Warsaw PRAWO I ZYCIE in Polish No 23, 6 Jun 87 p 3 
[Article by Ryszard Czerniawski: “Defective Laws” | 


[Text] It is just as banal as it is imprecise to say that the Sejm makes 
lav. It is usually an exception to the case for a law to create a defined and 
well-knit system of legal standards. Onthe other hand, what a law usually 
does is give the government or a certain minister the right to regulate a 
given problem. That is not at all the general practice because if it were, 
the laws would grow to monstrous proportions and the concept of legal 
standards would become terribly devalued. There must be an institution of 
legal delegation but we must ask what it the extent of delegation and what is 
or is not a legal matter. 


Having read many bills and watched Sejm commissions at work, it has not been 
hard to see how often the government representatives who do, after all, make 
an enormous contribution to most bills, are satisfied when a law contains only 
the two following articles: Article 1. The specific implementation of this 
law will be determined by decision of the minister; Article 2. This law will 
be in force on the day that it is announced. Of course, no one ever submitted 
such a bill but the fighting done to defend such legal delegations ina bill 
can be very stubborn. On one hand, deputies try to define within the law the 
norms that define its action and on the other hand, government represen‘atives 
would like to be given the broadest possible field of action. It is hard to 
reject the interests represented by either side. Unfortunately, one cannot 
always reach a complete agreement and the matter often ends in a compromise. 
However, even when this is done, it is often the case that there can be as 
many as 40 delegations in one lew (as in the 3 July 1984 law on physical 
education). Every such law takes up at least 20-40 paragraphs to make a small 
book, only a small part of which states the law itself. Furthermore, it 
sometinaes happens that the aut»or of the law himself does not define basic 
concepts but leaves that up to ‘he executor of the law (for example, the law 


on youth does not define youth). 
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Often enough, the Sejm also does not make the actual decision as to when the 
new law goes into effect even though the last paragraph of each bill states 
just when it does. This is because every law containing at least one 
delegation for the issue of an executive act can be fully applied only once 
this decision is issued. Prior to that, this theoretically valid legal act 
can only be applied to a limited extent. Such are our invalid laws. 


The ideal solution would be for the laws and all of their executive acts to go 
into effect at the same time. After all, between the signing of a law and 
when it goes into effect, there is usually enough time to do this. However, 
as practice has shown, even several months is often not enough time for those 
to whom the decisions are delegated. 


Executive acts are issued with a delay time of several months or even years. 
For example, out of the 13 authorizations included in the April 1984 law on 
energy management, only 7 decisions have been made and out of the 9 
delegations in the law on the propagation of culture or the law on the rights 
and duties of cultural workers, only 6 decisions have been made so far. The 
record-holder for such an infirm law is the law on water rights which has been 
in existence for 12 years without having had all of its executive acts 
realized. Let us hope that we will end up with something like the 1957 law on 
prevention of alcoholism in which several executive acts were never issued 
until a new law was passed in 1983. 


Unfortunately, delays in the issuing of executive acts are not an historical 

enon. Much confusion and additional work this year was caused by the 
delayed issue of executive acts on the law on public funds. At work 
establishments, preparations for the organization of summer vacations start at 
the beginning of the year and that is when it is decided how much money can be 
spent on summer vacation hostels and how much on wines. And no one then knows 
how such then can spend because no new decisions were wade. Therefore, 
everything is decided on the basis of the old principles and then later 
refigured. “he simple fact that a law is in effect does not at all mean that 
it is one the’ can be iaplemented. 


It is sometimes also the case that executive acts may have nothing in common 
with what the author of the given law intended, the sense of legal standards 
becomes distorted and the range of delegated authority is exceeded. This is 
often the result of imprecise definition of legal norms which makes it 
necessary to ask just what were the intentions of the lawmaker. The Supreme 
Court had good reasons for passing 9 resolutions on the law on juvenile court 
proceedings. This sort of action is necessary when the authors of the law are 
too imprecise. The interpreter of a vague law is above all the official who 
must make decisions on the basis of that lav. 


It is therefore a good thing that the Sejm's Legislative Work Commission has 
taken up the matter of the realization of laws. Indeed, the realization of 
certain laws (such as the law on the system of people's councils) was 
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evaluated during the Seja's plenary sessions. Unfortunately, that commission 
cannot evaluate sore than e few of the laws that need such revievw. 


As Esvil Kolodziej, the new chairmwan of the commission, said: “We have already 
taken the first steps in that direction. That we are somewhat blindfolded in 
this is the fault of our commission and to perhaps even a greater extent of 
the Presidium of Sejm because the Seja's regulations require special 
instructions on the realization of laws. For the time being, I have obtained 
a draft of a bill on this matter.” 
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POLAND POLITICAL 


ECOLOGY ISSUES DISCUSSED IN OPOLE 
Opole TRYBUNA OPOLSKA in Polish 3 Jum 87 pp i, 2 
[Article by (mkg): “Provincial Defense Committee on Ecological Dangers” |] 


[Text] Yesterday's meeting of the Opole Provincial Defense Committee under 
Opole Governor Kaziaierz Dzierzan was mostly dedicated to the province's 
growing ecological dangers. In evaluation of the present state of 
environmental protection in the province, it was stated that there are still 
too gsany probleas from water and air pollution to garbage left in “wild” 
garbage dumps. It was pointed out that it would be necessary to broadly 
educate society about environmental protection and ecological dangers. With 
regard to those dangers themselves, the most attention was directed at the 
Kedzierzyna-Kozla region which is especially endangered by its local chemical 
industry. For better safety inthis area, it was suggested that a district 
chemical rescue station be created there. There was also some discussion 
about environmental pollution from automobiles, contamination of soil and the 
effects that water and air pollution have on agriculture. 


The members of the defense committee evaluated the course of recruitment for 
military vocational schools and discussed ways of improving and streaslining 
future recruiteent. There was also approved a plan for monitoring the 
realization of tasks connected with preventing social pathology and crime. 
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POLAND POLITICAL 


CATHOLIC SEJM DELEGATE ON CHURCH ACTIVISM, CONSULTATIVE COUNCIL 
Warsaw SZTANDAR LUDU in Polish 17-20 Apr 87 p 4 


[Interview with Se‘im Deputy Aleksander Legatowicz, member of the Consultative 
Council to the chairman of the Council of State, by Dariusz Szymczycha: “I 
Accept the Invitation™] 


[Text] [Question] Whom do you represent in the Seja? From information of 
Sejm deputies I learned that you were a member of the Warsaw Catholic 
Intellectual's Club [KIK] and later the Polish Catholic-Social Union. You no 
longer belong to any Catholic organizations. Can a deputy be his own 
representative before the highest organ of government? 


[Answer] Yes. He can be a deputy representing even only himself but that is 
not how it should be. 


As I understand your question, you are asking why Il am in the Sejm. It is 
true that I presently hold no membership in any Catholic organizations but it 
must be remembered that it is also only a small number of Catholics that do 
belong. I have been closely associated with Catholic groups since the time of 
the German occupation. Right after the end of the war, I became active in 
academic pastoral work. Later I was a member of the associations you samed. 
The intention of the authors of the list of Sejm candidates was to as broadly 
as possible represent groups not represented in PRON and this included church 
groups. I was one of the people nominated for Sej@ candidacy and I accepted 
the nomination. 


[Question] However, as a non-party deputy, could you not say that you are for 
yourself the “rudder, sail and boat all in one"? What principles guide your 
participation in public life? 


[Answer] Above all, the good of society under the present conditions. In ay 
case, however, there are still other important principles. If someone goes 
into public life as a Catholic, he must present views that concur with 
Christian moral principles and Catholic social teachings. The church 
hierarchy is a socially authoritative interpreter of these principles and 
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teachings. Therefore in going into public life as a Catholic, I must act in 
good communication and understanding with my bishop. If I had reason to think 
that I did not have his understanding, published or not, I could not be 
socially active as a Catholic. 


[Question] Why? Is that not too harsh a formulation of the issue? 


[Answer] No. If it were any other way, then the most diverse attitudes and 
forms of social activity would then be attributed to the Catholic Church. It 
is not hard to misuse the Church's authority, especially in Poland where the 
CHurch enjoys great authority and where many people trust you when you 
advocate a church policy. 


[Question] Can you say that you are a lay representative of Church interests? 


[Answer] That is too forcefully and imprecisely stated. The Church's 
position is represented by the Church hierarchy or by persons so authorized. 
I have no such authorization and act totally on my own responsibility. 
Nevertheless, I am quite naturally regarded as a representative of Church 
groups. This is for me, however, not so much a basis for my own credibility 
in public life as it is an element that places me under greater 
responsibility. 


[Question] At one time, your name was not a household word so why have you 
now decided to become so active? 


[Answer] There have been no great changes in my approach and it is only the 
circumstances that have changed. The evolution in the public life of our 
country has given me an opportunity to "fit" myself into this public life. 
There is now even some “demand” for people with the sort of ideas I represent. 
For many years, I had personal contact with Cardinal Wyszynski who always 
stressed that Catholics must have a feeling of responsibility for our social 
and national life, regardless of where and how this life is realized. We have 
today very complicated and difficult problems to solve and we cannot avoid 
these difficulties. The Church has repeatedly emphasized that the most 
difficult and conflict-producing problems must be solved through dialogue. 
Someone had to start that dialogue and my participation in public life is a 
form of that dialogue. 


[Question] On Ulica Wiejska [where Sejm is located], you are known for your 
critical speeches. In a certain sense, you are the Sejm “magician”. For a 
long time, there has not been a situation on Ulica Wiejska in which a 
government representative reacted so strongly to a deputy's speech. Let us 
recall that on the 17 July 1986 session of the Sejm, Wladyslaw Baka, the 
chairman of the Polish National Bank, argued with you over your evaluation of 


economic reform. 


[Answer] As I said in my first Sejm speech, an important conditions for real 
dialogue and understanding is the right to truth in public life. I take 











advantage of this right but I must also respect the opinions of Professor Baka 
or any other persons who feel differently than Ido. It would be good if I 
were not a “monopolist” on spurring genuine debate or if there were more such 
“magicians” in the Seja. 


[Question] In January of last year, you appealed that the reform process be 
taken into a completely new stage and later the decision was made to introduce 
the “second stage” of reform. You also called out for an amnesty and in July, 
one was declared. You also spoke out on the delay in work to establish the 
office of the civil rights spokesman while in the autumn of that year, there 
was held a public consultation on that subject. In July, you called out for 
amnesty for the last so-called noncriminal prisoner and this amnesty was 
granted on 11 September. Does that make you feel like a decision-maker? 


[Answer] It was not I who made those decisions and I do not think that my 
speeches were all that important. On the other hand, I am glad that these 
decisions did follow my suggestions. The facts you have cited do show that 
many changes are taking place in Poland. One cancite still others. Not so 
long ago, if someone in the Sejm gave a negative vote, he almost became a 
national hero. I have voted “no” several times and no one thinks of me as a 
hero. In the Sejm elected 18 months ago, there were scarcely two Catholic 
activists in communication with the Church hierarchy. In the chairman of the 
Council of Minister's Consultative Council that was formed a couple of months 
ago, we already have some 10 persons who are Catholic activists. 


[Question] In your speech you said that you often take the role of the 
“grandfather who talks to a picture while the picture nevers says anything in 
return” and in this is how you referred to your stipulations on economic 
reforn. 


[Answer] I was able to briefly present my point of view on economic reform at 
the 17 July 1986 session of Sejm. I gave well-prepared materials to the 
Secretariat of the Commission on Economic Reform and these materials indicated 
several serious shortcomings in reform work so far, the need to thoroughly 
verify what has been done so far during the first stage of reform and the need 
to work out a program for more work of greater systems quality. 


Unfortunately, I must say that so far, these postulates have been ignored by 
the executors of the second stage of reform. They have only tried to hasten 
the realization of what was prepared during the first stage by the same 
persons and institutions that with well-known results were active during the 
first stage. No effort was made to thoroughly analyze and verify and no new 
concepts were added. In my opinion, this is simply not a new stage in reform. 


In connection with this, I fear that there is a substantial danger that we 
will “lose” a very important and proper decision on the second stage of 
economic reform. Because economic affairs are so important to all other 
spheres of life, I see this as a threat to the entire, hard-fought process of 


“renewal”. 
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[Question] I will admit that I am not an economist but I think it is correct 
to say that we must hasten our work and take radical steps at least on pricing 
to more quickly throw off this economic crisis. 


[Answer] You have raised a very important and relevant question. I spoke 
about this before the Sejm on 17 July 1986. It might be worth repeating what 
I said: “Some people think in the following manner: if they are to be 
effective, the mechanisms of reform must have equilibrium. Therefore, the 
radical pricing and financial measures needed to to achieve equilibrium must 
be regarded as the cost of reform that society must pay if everything is to 
turn out well later. If we create market economic incentives that compel 
efficiency, the entire operation will pay off. 


“I would like to strongly warn people against such an approach and against any 
unprepared and poorly thought-out weasures, first of all because we still have 
an undeveloped situation. And the inefficiency of our actions does not stem 
only from the problem of imbalance but also from a series of other causes. 
The solutions of reform must be adapted to the conditions of the start and 
include the mechanisms of optimal equilibrium for the economy rather than 
distortion of reality and poorly though-out concepts of reform. We must 
eliminate the sources of imbalance. If we fail to do so, it will return and 
even more importantly, all the quickly-taken measures will become a source of 
social tensions of a kind hard to foresee. All sudden and socially costly 
actions can ruin the public's perception of reform and even cause new 
difficulties in the necessary process of economic reform. We must therefore 
first do everything we can to see that the process of economic reform lead to 
a stage that is, from a point of view of systems, completely new. If not, we 
will be proceeding like a business that burdens society with the escalating 
prices caused by the unjustified costs of its own bad practices”. 


[Question] On the last day of March, the press published the “Announcement of 
the Secretariat of the Polish Episcopacy”. Should the Church be involved in 
such public statements? 


[Answer] The Church functions within society. The problems with which 
society must live cannot be a matter of indifference to the Church. Moral 
problems are also part of the bedrock of these issues. That is why at such 
important moments the Church must address the problems with which society 
lives. Announcements of this sort also had their place in the past. What is 
new and positive in the latest announcement is the fact that it was published 


in the daily press. 

[Question] What do you think is the most important principle of public life? 
[Answer] Truth. 

[Question] Thank you for the conversations. 
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POLAND POLITICAL 


POLITYKA COMMENTARY ON PAPAL VISIT 
Warsaw POLITYKA in Polish No 25, 20 Jun 87 p 3 
[Unattributed article: “Meeting Along the Way”] 


[Text] This was an important week for everyone in Poland and especially for 
the Catholic public to whom the Pope came with his religious service. It was 
also important for the nonreligious because the actions and teachings of the 
present leader of the Catholic Church have gone beyond the realm of theology 
to become social and political facts. 


The course of the visit was closely followed, even abroad. The Polish Pope 
enjoys special authority within his homeland. Stressing his own Polishness 
and personal and lively relationship to the affairs of Poland plays an 
important role in his life. 


The previous visits have remained in our own memories and in those of both our 
well-meaning and hostile foreign commentators. By means of comparison, the 
third visit was supposed to give witness to what Poland is today, how far she 
has gone from the times of troubles and dangers and how much she has 
stabilized. Indeed, even if on: ~znted to do so, there would be no way anyone 
could hide or touch up the real image of a society taking part in massive and 
unconfined religious demonstrations. 


Poland has shown [illegible words] as a country of public order, one worthy of 
respect for common values and civil maturity. This was shown by the 
disappointment of those who tried during the Pope's visit to find proof for 
their arbitrary claims that the national reconciliation policy had failed as 
well as in the disappointment of those who tried to provide such evidence. 


Poland showed herself as a socialist state with growing democracy and 
pluralism. The entire visit was in itself proof of this openness. Our 
distinguished guest freely spoke over state radio and television and he was 
given much more broadcast time than in his two previous visits or than in any 
other country he has visited. 
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Poland hes shown herself as a country that has made lasting and obvious 
progress in the historical experiment of seeking and creating principles, 
methods and areas in which the Catholic Church can cooperate with the 
socialist state. “People's Poland,” said Wojciech Jaruzelski at Warsaw 
Palace, “has for 43 years been building a country for both the religious and 
the nonreligious. At the beginning of the next century, both groups will also 
continue to build our country. This visit has shown [illegible words] 
constructive cooperation and its importance to the Church, the state and above 
all to the followers of the Catholic faith”. 


Without practical cooperation between the Church authorities and the 
government, this visit, unprecedented in its scale, could not have been 
organized. This visit covered 6 days, 8 cities and more than 2000 kilometers 
of travel by airplane, automobile and ship. There were meetings with hundreds 
of thousands of the Faithful (a day each in various places) for which 
transportation and an entire complex network of public services had to be 
provided. Both sides involved in the organization of the visit had to better 
{illegible word] and understand each other. 


John Paul II read 26 homilies and speeches. It would have been easy to misuse 
these speeches by taking certain portions out of context and ignoring others 
but this is unfortunately just what we had to deal with from the western 
journalists who heard only what they wanted to hear which was criticism of the 
state of affairs in Poland. The Pope spoke in the language of norms and 
postulates. The ideal is always far removed from practice and it is therefore 
easy to interpret postulates as criticism. However, it is worth thinking a 
little harder about whether the changes taking place within Poland and the 
introduced reforms concur with the Pope's ideals or not. Every honest and 
thinking interpreter will have to see and recognize that in many areas, the 
changes do follow the Pope's postulates. And with regard to ideals, there is 
much distance between heaven and earth and that should incline one to think 
about how much time is needed to start moving in the right direction. After 
all, that is not only a task for the government but also one for everyone who 
listened to John Paul II and for those whom the Pope has taught their rights 
and the responsibilities that are an inseparable part of those rights. 


We have gone a long way now from our old image of a united society. Our 
society is made up of people of many different points of view that argue their 
differing opinions. Not everyone in Poland or in the rest of the world agrees 
with John Paul II's teachings. The dialogue that took place during the week 
of his visit was a natural and not an unusual phenomenon. After all, we have 
long been loudly and openly discussing the issues raised by the Pope and will 
continue discussing then. 


We will have to solve our real problems ourselves. One of these problems is 
also the moral condition of our society, most of which is Catholic. If we say 
that the government is responsible for creating the right conditions for human 
self-realization, then we must also say that the Church, the ruler of the 
souls of its followers, is also responsible for creating among those followers 
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a feeling of responsibility for themselves as well as for others and for 
cultivating an ethic of life and work. 


The visit [illegible words] strengthened Poland's position around the world, 
confirmed the Polish reasons of state and gave a new impulse to the peaceful 
future of the world. The visit also demonstrated that all Poles want the same 
things. 


In an announcement from the passenger compartment of the jet taking him back 
to Rome, John Paul II expressed his hope that his visit to his homeland “will 
contribute to the successful growth of relations between the Church and 
state”. 


Enriched by the experiences of the third pilgrimage, we return that wish. 


12261 
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POLAND POLITICAL 


CATHOLIC WEEKLY VIEWS TASKS OF NEW RES PUBLICA PUBLICATION 
Katowice GOSC NIEDZIELNY in Polish No 20, 17 May 87 p 8 
{Article by (A.W.): “In the Margins" ] 


[Text] Someone said that “thinking has a colossal future” but Antoni 
Slonimski seems to have taken that utterance in a more political than cultural 
sense: “the world is not a football — one gains a world with his head, head, 
head...". Therefore, one should find joy in the fact that a new center for 
political and social thought is coming into being. Actually, it has already 
been established and has been hard at work for a couple of years but it will 
still take a few years of effort and official rumor before this center will 
finally shares its thoughts with the public (is this a form of “divide and 
conquer”?). Soon, there will be published a run of 25,000 copies of a new 
monthly journal RES PUBLICA which its own editors (Marcin Krol, Damian 
Kalbarczyk and Pawel Spiewak) call an intellectual magazine. In an interview 
with the rather sad-sounding title of “Against Despair” which was published in 
TYGODNIK POWSZECHNY number 16-17, the editors declare that they want to be 
independent of the government and Church, regardless of the fact that they do 
feel that they are a part of the Christian tradition. In this declaration, 
one also senses the ambition to be independent of changing social passions and 
emotions. Marcin Krol has already many times written and spoken about the 
need for cold analysis of the situation and cool-headed conclusions and 
propositions that are so hadly needed by the young generation of thinking 
Poles. 


It is a fact that clear and convincing political programs are not too easy to 
find although much about this is being said in both the government and in 
independent groups. We are therefore waiting for RES PUBLICA's (what a 
beautiful name and how well it expresses the chief trends of Polish social 
tradition!) proposals. However, I will admit that I do not expect too much 
and that this does not bother me so much. To put it simply, if there is no 
way sensible realistic programs can be realized, they will not come into 
being. Nor does that mean that these programs will automatically appear once 
any new opportunities come into being. Meanwhile, I hope that RES PUBLICA 
“fll help readers to better understand just what realism and politics 
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themselves mean. For 4 long time now, we have had realism urged on us by 
people like Mieczyslaw F. Rakowski and Jerzy Urban. Convincing arguments for 
realism are also offered us by many people who have accommodated themselves 
quite well to the existing situation. Realism is also used as a justification 
by those who will at any cost make it in the wide world. “Politics” is also 
a difficult matter because some people think that it concerns only what is 
happening in the polit/cal arena (generally with or against the government). 
For example, to me it seems ihat the Church's educational and cultural 
activity or its successful economic initiatives can have such more political 
significance that activity within the political arena. I also think that John 
Paul II's statement that “politics is concern for the common good” is indeed a 
very general but correct observation and one which is also very “republican”. 


I would like to express my sincere respect to the editors of RES PUBLICA for 
taking, like Kissinger, the stoical and therefore honorary assumption that 
“although the world is headed for disaster, we must still act as though that 
can be prevented”. I also wish that they had more faith in Polish society or 
at least in its more active members. Despite the many in‘uries and emotions 
it has survived, Polish society is not at all stupid or thoughtless. It 
remembers its experiences and shows much common sense. In spite of the 
various obstructions and misunderstandings, society knows quite well what it 
wants or at least knows much better than it did in the 1970's. Thanks to that 
(whether you like it or not), Polish society is gradually becoming more of a 
political force able under the right conditions to take political 
coresponsibility. If it cannot often express that in words, then it does so 
in its everyday behavior which shows a great deal of rationality. It needs a 
wise elite with political imagination but let this elite not fear — if it has 
a feeling of reality, it will be neither alone nor isolated. Let this elite 
also be careful about taking up the tradition of the Stanczyks because things 
now are completely different than they were 120 years ago. 


12261 
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POLAND POLITICAL 


BRIEFS 


GDANSK DEFENSE COMMITTEE MEETING--Yesterday, the Gdansk Provincial defense 
Committee met under Gdansk Governor Brigadier General Mieczyslaw Cygan. The 
meeting was also attended by the chairman of the Provincial People's Council, 
Professor Wlodzismierz Zwierzykowski. The committee learned about the state of 
preparations for the visit of John Paul II to the Tri-City region and special 
measures to assure public order and security. Organizational and preparatory 
work was finished and work is continuing to build temporary structures to 
provide safe travel and proper hygienic conditions at meeting places, parking 
lots and in areas in which religious processions will take place. The 
committee pointed out the need for all participants of the ceremonies and 
local inhabitants to follow the authorities’ guidelines on public order and 
security. The committee then examined ihe current state of civil defense in 
the province and approved current enterprises. [Text] [Gdansk GLOS WYBRZEZA 
in Polish 3 Jun 87 p 2) 12261 


WALBRZYCH DEFENSE COMMITTEE MEETING--Yesterday, the Walbrzych Provincial 
Defense Committee act with Stanislaw Klos, undersecretary of state in the 
Ministry of Chemical and Light Industries, to evaluate the monitoring and 
instruction of defense tasks. The selection of candidates for military 
vocational schools was also discussed and the current social and political 
situation was evaluated. [Text] [Wroclaw GAZETA ROBOTNICZA in Polish 2 Jun 


87 p 5) 12261 


CENSORED FILM ON TV--Television has finally shown Jerzy Domeradzki's “shelved” 
film, “The Great Run”. The film concerns our Polish affairs, the complicated 
mechanises of government at the begining of the 1950's and the manipulation 
of society and especially of young people. It was later decided that the fils 
would be shown and how! — on channel 2 at a late hour of the evening! This 
was not the first or last time that this method has been used. After all, it 
is better not to flaunt “inconvenient” or controversial films. On the other 
hand, ome can still boas« that “The Great Run” was shown. That may be true 
but just how was it shown? [Text] [Poznan WPROST in Polish No 23, 7 Jun 87 p 
3} 12261 


SATIRE ON PAPER SHORTAGE--In its Sunday edition's “magazine”, the GAZETA 
LUBELSKA has been running an ongoing and highly-instructive column titled 
“That Is Already History” about what was being written a few decades ago. At 
thie time, the year 1953 is on the carpet. In May of that year, the paper 
reported that “Rector of Poznan University Professor Jerzy Suszko decided to 
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celebrate the working class's holiday by taking the responsibility for turning 
over his book ‘Organic Chemistry’ for early publication”. Yes, dear readers, 
that is how marvellously people then assumed responsibility. However, what if 
some professors or writers now tried to sign their textbooks or stories ahead 
of time? With the current paper shortage, what would that avail then? Not 
@ thing because even if they did hasten to finish their works, they would 
still have to wait a few years to get them printed. In 1953, it took only a 
few months and that is why such heroic deeds as that described above no longer 
make any sense. And they say that we are constantly moving forward! [Text] 
[Poznan WPROST in Polish No 23, 7 Jun 87 p 3} 12261 
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ROMANIA POLITICAL 


CURRENT POLICIES, TRENDS LINKED TO 1965 9TH PARTY CONGRESS 
Bucharest MAGAZIN ISTORIC No 6, Jun 87, pp 2-5 


[Article by Lieutenant General Ilie Ceausescu: “Independence--Its Meaning and 
Permanence in National History” | 


[Text] The heir of a glorious past of struggle and triumph which culsinated 
in the great victory of antifascist and anti-imperialist revolution of social 
and aational revolution in August 1944, the Romanian Communist Party has 
assumed the historic mission of guiding the people along the path of a new era 
of full liberty and independence. The course to which the Romanian nation has 
committed itself and which it has steadfastly followed has led to the building 
up and strengthening of Romania. The semorable 9th Congress of the Romanian 
Communist Party in 1965, which was a veritable landmark, a turning point with 
many profound implications in the life of the Romanian people, marked the 
beginning of a period of enormous transformation in the areas of practical 
thought and action toward creation of a socialist society in our ancestral 
homeland. Through the resolutions and directives which it adopted, this forum 
of Romanian communists launched a new era, the most fruitful one in the broad 
revolutionary process of economic and social development of the country, an 
era in which national independence has proved to be the essential ingredient 
in all the accomplishments of our nation and has become at the same time the 
keystone of the success of socialist Romania in the contemporary world, the 
foundation of the immense prestige which Romania enjoys over the entire globe. 


‘The Imprescriptible Right of Every People 


Within the framework of the discussions at the 9th Congress, the objective of 
strengthening national independence and sovereignty constituted a true focal 
point for approaching the entire array of questions relating to economic and 
social developzuent of the country. On the basis of the concept of national 
independence, the 1965 forum evoived a harmonious and and efficient system for 
giving concrete expression to national independence, and with historic 
foresight and a sense of responsibility for the the fate of the Romanian 
people devised the requisite ways and means for imparting broad substantive 


content to the concept of independence of the country. 


The report by the party secretary general clearly set forth the framework and 
parameters for assertion of the principle of national independence. Stating, 
on the basis of analysis of the evolution of history and the action of the 
laws of social development, that the state and nation have an objective 
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existence which will continue for a long period into the future, the 9th 
Congress firmly stressed that national independence and sovereignty are 
conditions sine qua non for the building of a new social order and for the 
prosperity of any country. “The nation and the state,” it is stressed in the 
report, “will continue for a long time to come to represent the basis for 
development of socialist society. Development of the nation and strengthening 
of the socialist state meet the objective requirements of social life.~ 
Consequently, socialist society can be built only within the context of the 
mation and national state. At the same time, life has shown that only 
socialism ensures full development and self-expression of a nation, inasmuch 
as it creates the specific possibility of unifying it and of sultiplying the 
factors involved in strengthening it. The reason is that self-assertion of 
the nation to the full extent of its capabilities was never possible at any 
time before initiation of the revolutionary process of building socialisa, 
because of the existence of antagonistic classes with divergent interests from 
the social standpoint, something which also has repercussions at the level of 
national un.t. 


As is known, the Romanian Communist Party has devoted particular attention to 
uninterrupted self-assertion and continuous strengthening of the unit which is 
our nation, while trying to increase the role and functions of the state of 
revolutionary worker democracy in organization, coordination, and management 
of social and economic life. “Under the conditions of completion of socialist 
construction,” it is stated in the Report to the 9th Congress, “there is an 
even greater increase in the role of the state, as well as considerable growth 
of its functions in organization, planning, and management of the national 
economy, in keeping with the interests of prosperity of the country and the 
welfare of the entire people.” The highly important functions of the 
socialist state include national defense: “The state defends the 
revolutionary achievements of the workers, the interests of the entire people, 
and the independence and sovereignty of our homeland.” 


The principle of national independence is definitely necessary for normal, 
unimpeded progress of relations between states, something which derives from 
the objective necessity itself of existence of the state and nation, from the 
requirement of continuously strengthening them. While the existence of the 
national state is necessary for the building of socialism, the unimpeded, free 
self-assertion of the state, its independence, and its sovereignty in the 
international arena become a natural law of social progress. In the light of 
the dialectical materialist concept of history and the assessments made at the 
9th Congress, winning of national independence and sovereignty and their 
cons-ant strengthening become objective laws of social development, 
prerequisites without which socialism and communism cannot exist. It is a law 
of national independence and sovereignty that every people be free and master 
in it own country, that it shape its destiny in accordance with its own 
desires, with no external interference, and that it fashion its future in 
keeping with its own aspirations and ideals. Full respect for this 
imprescriptible right is at the same time a requirement for the pre ind 
prosperity of human civilization. These fundamental truths were exp. ' 6 
follows at the high tribune of the cortress: “The cause of human progres d 
civilization require respect for the right of every people, large or small, to 
choose unhampered its path of political, social, and economic development, to 
assert its national being, and to resolve by itself the affairs of its own 


people.” 
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There is an especially great need for respect for the principle of national 
independence in relations between socialist states, inasmuch as application of 
this principle is especially beneficial in increasing the attraction of 
socialism throughout the world and in strengthening the solidarity of 
countries building a new system. “The development and prosperity of every 
socialist nation, of ewery socialist state, om a footing of equality of 
rights, sovereign and independent,” as was stated at the 1965 forum of 
Romanian communists, “represents an essential requirement on which depend 
strengthening of the unity and cohesion of the socialist countries and 
increase in their influence on the progress of mankind toward socialisa and 
communisa.~ 


On the Basis of Solid Economic Development 


The 9th Congress of the Romanian Communist Party advanced the thesis that the 
independence and sovereignty of a people, its uninterrupted development and 
progress, and assurance of its welfare and happiness cannot de achieved to the 
detriment of another people or another nation. The development of peoples 
along a new path, in understanding and peace, can be ensured only through full 
respect for the independence and sovereignty of other peoples, on the basis of 
unanimously affirmed and recognized principles. In connection with this 
probles, the report presented at the 9th Congress states that “the 
international policy of our country has as its permanent basis the principles 
of national independence and sovereignty, equality of rights, non-interference 
in internal affairs, and sutual advantage.” Failure to respect or 
diminishment of such principles would empty of their content the very concepts 
of national independence and sovereignty. Hence socialist Romania has pledged 
itself to militate for consistent promotion of these principles in the 
international arena, it believing that respect for them is an essential 
condition for the purpose of developing cooperation between countries and 
respect for the inalienable right of every people to decide its own destiny. 


A postulate of particular importance advanced by the 9th Congress of the 
Romanian Communist Party and subsequently developed by the party secretary 
general concerned the close connection that exists hetween economic and social 
development of a country and strengthening of national independence and 
sovereignty. “Life demonstrates forcefully,” the leader of our party and 
state points out, “that only development of the forces of production secures 
the conditions necessary for raising the standard of living of the people, for 
the advancement of science, education, and culture, and for a higher degree of 
civilization for all society. Only on this basis is it possible to ensure 
increase in the material and spiritual strength of the country and its 


independence and sovereignty.” 


During the years that followed, the Romanian Communist Party demonstrated in 
practice as well as in theory that under present-day conditions national 
independence and sovereignty are indissolubly linked to the dimensions of the 
economic potential, and in this context to the strength of industry and its 
ability to support continuing development and all-round progress. The 
sociohistorial practice of socialist Romania over the last 2 decades has 
proved that an indissoluble unity exists between the industrial capacity of a 
country and assertion of national independence and sovereignty. These two 
realities stand in a dialectical relationship the action of which gust be 
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consciously and constantly guided. The strategy established «st the 9th 
Congress of all-round economic and social development as the basis for 
consolidation and defense of national independence and sovereignty has 
combined into a unified whole all the efforts of Romanian society, by working 
out firm directions of development, setting pricrities, and anticipating 
results which each year impart greater vigor to socialist Romania. 


A basic component of the strategy adopted at the 9th Congress in connection 
with all-round accelerated development of Romania was represented by the 
guidelines applicable to the area of the strict authority of the nation in 
defending the revolutionary accomplishments of the people and the independence 
and sovereignty of Romania. Defining national defense as “a sacred sission™ 
of safeguarding the “revolutionary accomplishments of the people, the 
independence of the country, and the cause of socialism and peace,” the 
congress decided on orientation toward ongoing strengthening of the defense 
potential of the country, a primary role in this context being reserved for 
the army, which was destined to be the center of national defense efforts. 


As a result of all these considerations, the forum of Romanian communists in 
July 1965 represented a true general headquarters of the nation, one which 
established a unified, all-round strategy of action capable of strengthening 
the national independence and sovereignty and of ensuring rapid progress by 
Romania in a new stage of socialist civilization. The advancement by the 9th 
Congress of the party of new concepts, theses, and ideas of high theoretical 
and practical value for aational independence and sovereignty has (as life has 
fully proved to be true) imparted to the country the attributes of true and 
definitive national independence and sovereignty postulated by the Congress. 


Close Dialectical Unity 


In the nearly 22 years that have passed since this crucial event in the 
history of the country, Romanian independence has acquired its real and full 
content, has emerged from the sphere of formal declarations, and has bee. put 
into practice in a way which today has implanted in the consciousness of the 
contemporary world the name of Romania as a synonym of liberty and of a 
successful policy of independence and complete national independence and 
eovereignty. Im the dialectical materialist and historical conception of the 
Romanian Communist Party, defense of the independence of the country has 
become a fundamental characteristic of the process of building a 
comprehensively developed socialist society on Romanian soil. In connection 
with the indissoluble link between the work of building socialism in Remania 
and that of defending its independence, the party secretary general points out 
that “socialism cannot exist without national independence and liberty. We 
must be fully aware that national liberty and independence are decisive 
factors of communism and the progress of a people who want to by masters of 
their own fate.” 


The strategy of Romanian economic development has aimed first at strengthening 
socialist society and its technical and material resources and then at 
transition to the stage of molding «a comprehensively developed socialist 
society. Accordingly, by maintaining a high pace of investment it has been 
possible to create new branches of modern industry, to develop rapidly the 
machinebuilding, chemical, and metallurgical industries and power engineering 
resources, and to achieve intensive growth of the technical and material 
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resources of agriculture. It takes fewer than 3-1/2 days today to produce the 
industrial output of 1945, and the output of 1965 can be turned out in almost 
60 days. 


Agriculture today produces nearly 3 times as much as in 1965, and the highest 
production of cereal grains in the history of the country, more than 28 
million tons, was achieved in 1986. 


The increase in the national wealth and income and the development of 
production of material goods have had an immediate impact on the dynamics of 
worker incomes in urban and rural areas, and conditions have been created for 
continuing improvement in the quality of life and elevation of the material 
and cultural standard of living of the people. For example, average wages in 
1985 tripled relative to 1965 and increased 13-fold relative to 1945. 


Because of the production levels planned both for industry, agriculture, and 
other sectors of the national economy, 1987 is a decisive year in implementing 
the current 5-year plan, the strategic objective of which is entry by Romania 
into a new stage of development, passage from the status of a developing 
socialist country to that of a moderately developed country, with the prospect 
of Romania's becoming a comprehensively developed socialist country in the 
2lst Century. 


The 22 years of experience following adoption of the historic resolutions of 
the 9th Congress of the Romanian Communist Party have fully demonstrated that 
development can be accomplished exclusively through the work of its own 
people. This way ensures economic independence and strong, free, and 
sovereign self-assertion for the country. In the view of the Romanian 
Communist Party, all accomplishments up to the present, together with 
attainment of the objectives that have been set, represent a cardinal 
guarantee of strengthening and consolidation of national independence and 
increase in the ability of the country to defend itself. “We must be fully 
aware,” stresses the president of socialist Romania, “that precisely by 
implementing the program of economic and social development of our country do 
we strengthen the fighting ability and strength of the people and create 
conditions such that our people can under any circumstances fight and defend 
its independence, repel any imperialist aggression, and fulfill its duties and 
obligations.” 


Peace, the Fundamental Problem of Mankind 


Of particular importance in continuous strengthening of the capacity for 
defending national independence are the new relationships established in 
Romanian society, the cementing of the unity of will and action of the entire 
people, of all workers without distinction as to ethnic membership. The 
sociopolitical unity of society around the Romanian Communist Party, led by 
its general secretary, the strengthening of the leading role of the working 
class and the alliance with the working peasantry, the continuous closing of 
the gap between the classes and the social strata which make up Romanian 
society, the unprecedented development of socialist democracy in original 
forms, and the increase in the responsibility of citizens for the destiny of 
the country are definitive elements which taken together indicate the strength 
of our socialist society which would thwart any attempt to destroy the 
national independence and sovereignty. 
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With the leading role of the Romanian Communist Party being constantly 
strengthened in all social *ife, party leadership of the armed forces and 
people's defense formations represents a concrete expression of national 
independence and sovereignty. The fundamental problems of defense, such as 
those relating to the military doctrine of the state, the level and 
disposition of the armed forces over the territory of the country, the 
structure of the army, the system of personnel training and education, and the 
ways and means of outfitting the forces with weapons and combat equipment, of 
cooperating with other socialist countries, of fulfillling military 
obligations, etc are discussed at national party conferences and congresses, 
at plenary meetings of the Central Committee, and at sessions of the Executive 
Political Committee or of the Secretariat of the Central Committee of the 
Romanian Communist Party. One expression of the leading role of the party is 
that the party secretary general is also the chairman of the Defense Council 
and the commander-in-chief of the armed forces. Hence the fundamental 
principle of sovereign and independent solution of problems of defense in 
peacetime and at war is secured, decision making being under the jurisdiction 
of national bodies and authorities. 


The international policy of the Romanian Party and State has been aimed 
consistently over this 20-year period at providing an external framework 
favoring the project of building a comprehensively developed socialist society 
and at guaranteeing the independence, sovereignty, and territorial integrity 
of the Socialist Republic of Romania. Aware of the fact that in our era 
economic development cannot exist without international cooperation, Romania 
has taken action in this context to strengthen the independence and 
sovereignty of every country, without which cooperation is not even possible. 
Foreign relations, indeed all international political activities, being based 
on the principles of full equality of rights, respect for national 
independence and sovereignty, non-interference in internal affairs, rejection 
of force and the threat of force, and mutual advantage, socialist Romania and 
its president have engaged in and continue to engage in broad and sustained 
international activities the purpose of which has been to ensure fruitful 
cooperation between nations and a climate of peace and security. 


The Romanian Communist Party and its secretary general believe peace, 
disarmament, and security to be fundamental rights of peoples, an essential 
and inseparable triad from which all of mankind should benefit to an equal 
extent. Defense of peace today represents an indispensable precondition for 
dealing with and solving all the complex problems confronting humanity. 
Socialist Romania has pointed out that the problem of war and peace has been 
transformed into a global problem of vital interest to all nations and states 
in the world. Consequently, by its unanimous vote cast in the national 
referendum on 23 November 1986, the Romanian people demonstrated that it is 
resolved to fight for disarmament and for peace, being fully aware that peace 
is the supreme guarantee of the unity, independence, and sovereignty of all 
the nations in the world. 


The period which has elapsed since the 9th Congress of the Romanian Communist 
Party, the unfolding of domestic and international events, and life itself 
have fully confirmed the realism and correctness of the theses established by 
the forum of Romanian communists relating to economic, political, and social 
development with the fundamental objective of strengthening and defending 
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national independence. The framework and the means indispensable for 
promoting full independence of socialist Romania have been created by 
steadfast application of the theses of the 9th Congress of the party and the 
provisions of documents drawn up by the 10th, llth, 12th, and 13th congresses. 


As a result of its glorious past of struggle and victory and of the steadfast 
and consistent policy of the communist party, the Romania of today enjoys the 
highest degree of independence in its multiple thousands of years of history. 
A pride of the generations of today and the supreme duty of those of tomorrow, 
the independence of the Romanian people has been and continues to be the ideal 
of struggle and work and the most precious possession of our socialist nation. 
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ALIA URGES MORE EFFICIENCY IN GLASS PRODUCTION 
AU160802 Tirana ZERI I POPULLIT in Albanian 10 Jun 87 pp 1-2 


[Report on the visits by Ramiz Alia, AWP Central Committee first secretary, 
to the glass and carpet factories in the town of Kavaje, Durres District, 
on 9 June: “Improving the Structure and Increasing Production Efficiency 
in the Glass Industry"] 


[Excerpts] “Improvements in the production structure," Comrade Ramiz Alia 
said, “should aim at the full use of the glass container production 
capacities at Kavaje. The mere 55 to 60 percent use of this capacity can 
be accepted no longer. Comprehensive measures should be enacted to gather 
glass containers from among the people, and to improve their circulation 
in the trading enterprises and the food industry; and we must also insist 
on exporting food products in glass containers, instead of using foreign 
exchange to produce tin cans." "The problem of the repair and maintenance 
of productive capacities, plant, and machinery, must always be considered 
very seriously. Technical discipline, and that of the plan, must always 
be tightened in this matter, and rigorous supervision carried out. To 
underestimate and delay the repairs of principal equipment means to put 
short-term interests before long-term, and narrow local interests above 
those of society. This cannot be allowed, as it costs us dearly." 


"The full use of productive capacities," Comrade Ramiz Alia stressed, "must 
be considered as part of fulfilling the needs of the economy for products, 
but also as part of improving production efficiency. Despite the improve- 
ments made here in the Kavaje glassworks, a serious contradiction is 
observable. On the one hand there has been increased investment and an 
expanded range of products, the value of production has risen, and more 
economical fuel has been put into use; yet on the other hand net income, 
especially since 1980, has undergone an absolute decline from almost 

11 million leks to 5.4 million leks in 1986. No time must be lost in 
reversing this tendency. The creative power of advanced technical, 
economic, and innovative thinking must make its presence felt here." 
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AWP MONTHLY ON EXPORT-IMPORT PERFORMANCE 
AU080919 Tirana RRUGA E PARTISE in Albanian No 6, Jun 87 pp 12-21 


[Article by Niko Gjyzari, chairman of the State Planning Commission: 


"Let Us Further Improve the Export-Import Balance With More Considered, 
Persistent, and Coordinated Labor™] 


[Excerpts] As a result of the work of the party and its instruments, 
many plants, institutions, and agricultural enterprises achieved good 
results last year in fulfilling export targets and reducing imports. 

In comparison with 1985, the delivery of goods for export increased by 

30 percent. Export targets in many items were surpassed, as in electrical 
energy, coal, cement, copper wire and cables, sulphur, fabrics, tobacco, 
melons, etc. The districts of Berat, Elbasan, and Shkoder had outstanding 
results, especially the Shkoder Wire and Cable Factory, the Burrel Ferro- 
Chrome Plant, the coal mines at Mborje-Drenove, Manze, and Alarup, the 
Korce Carpet Factory, etc. 


But the duty to boost exports is not understood and carried out everywhere 
or at all times. Just as last year, in the first 4 months of this year 
some enterprises, agricultural cooperatives, and institutions did not fully 
achieve their export targets, or realized them in bulk, variety, quality, 
or on time. These shortcomings created deficits in foreign currency funds, 
and the import plan for some equipment, machinery, and necessary raw 
materials for various branches of the economy was not fulfilled. Some 
enterprises of the Ministry of Industry and Mines were the most backward, 
realizing the export plan 72 percent, alongside enterprises of the energy 
system, with 89 percent fulfillment, and in agriculturewith 67 percent. It 
is a positive sign that underfulfillments are being analyzed with a critical 
eye by many party organizations, by their instruments in enterprises and 
agricultural cooperatives, and in the central administration, and that 
practical steps are being taken to eliminate faults, on the basis of the 
conclusions reached. However, in some cases a spirit of self-justification 
has been noticed, as if it were a matter of objective factors iniluencing 
the failure to meet the import-export plan. This spirit can be found among 
some working people in the foreign trade organizations and some other 
central offices, where instead of identifying failures and weaknesses in 
their work, they attempt to explain these shortcomings with unfounded 
excuses, 











By strengthening the material-technical base, refining the organization of 
labor and production, and increasing the technical and professional skills 
of working people, opportunities have been created and efforts are being 
made to improve the quality of gocis for export. Many enterprises and 
agricultural cooperatives are working in a sophisticated way to improve the 
quality, packaging, labeling, and marketing of export goods. This is 
reflected by the increasing demands for some goods in recent years on the 
international market. Nevertheless, quality remains an important problem 
which must be approached with a high sense of responsibility. At a time 
when the quality standards of foreign markets are high and continually 
rising we cannot accept attitudes that underestimate the importance of 
quality, which are still noticeable among some producers of export goods. 
It is not unusual to come across cases where producers concentrate all 
their efforts upon meeting the plan as regards bulk, sometimes with the 
erroneous ideas of “Let us just deliver the goods: the trade sector will 
find a place for them,” or “This is what we can produce-—take it or leave 
it," without considering the demands of the market and without considering 
the matter of efficiency on the larger social scale. It is obvious that 
with such attitudes there can be no efficient trade, and that we must break 
into foreign markets. They hamper the discovery of profitable markets. 
This is why party bodies and base organizations must stubbornly combat 
such distorted thinking and create new attitudes, since everybody should 
seriously consider export-import problems over and above everything else; 
the struggle to meet plans must be inseparable from the struggle to meet 
export targets in quantity, quality, and variety. 


Alongside increasing exports, an important way of improving the foreign 
currency balance is that of relatively reduciag imports as a whole, and 

in the cases of certain categories of goods and particular items, reducing 
their imported quantity and value in absolute terms. 


The creative thinking, and technical and economic innovation which have 
burst out everywhere due to the work of the party have opened fresh 
prospects of exploiting opportunities to increase the range of products 
which were formerly imported. There are many examples of enterprises and 
institutions that have achieved good results in replacing various imported 
articles with domestically produced items, leading to improvements in our 
foreign currency account. For instance, following successful experiments 
this year railroad switches and equipment to the value of 7,200,000 leks 
have been cut from the 1988 import plan; galvanized steel piping worth 

8 million leks of imports has been produced by the Korce Instrument Factory, 
the “Dinamo” Plant in Tirana, and the "Drini™” Plant in Shkoder; cuts are 
possible because of 3,100 tons of steel produced by the “Steel of the Party" 
Combine, in various chemicals, raw materials for the textile industry, etc. 
These praiseworthy examples show the great opportunities and reserves which 
exist to reduce imports. It is a question of turning technical innovation 
into a powerful movement, and stimulating materially and morally the 
production of new goods for export or to replace those which we import. 
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AWP MONTHLY ON WAGES POLICY 
AUO81748 Tirana RRUGA E PARTISE in Albanian No 6 Jun 87 pp 31-38 


[Article by Bajram Xhaja: "Refining Distribution According to Labor Is 
a Continual Process") 


[Excerpts] In implementing the tasks set by the party in refining relations 
in the distribution of personal incomes, in accordance with the provisions 
of the law on distribution according to labor, the aim is to stimulate 
increased production, improved quality, cost reductions, the enforcement of 
the savings regimen, and the guarantee and gradual improvement of the 
prosperity of the working people. With these ends in mind, in accordance 
with the development of productive forces and socialist relations in 
production as a whole, repeated studies have been carried out and measures 
have been taken to refine the wages system, the remuneration of working 
people, and so forth, incorporating elements which give working people a 
greater interest in fulfilling the tasks of the plan in all its economic 
and financial targets. 


For instance, recent years have witnessed increased wage rates in certain 
important sectors of the economy and where working conditions are difficult, 
as in the iron and steel industry, coking plants, for chief drillers in 

the oil industry, on the railroads, and for lathe operators in the engineering 
industry. The work of wagon operators in the mines, for shepherds, etc. 
has been reclassified to a higher grade. A change has also been made 
toward remuneration according to category of work in cases where less 
qualified labor is involved, as for underground workers in mines, oil and 
mineral industry workers, weavers and spinners, workers in glass factories, 
and those who weave rugs and carpets. To eliminate any negative effect 
upon the ambition of working people to increase their qualifications, in 
those cases where a worker is remunerated according to his workplace, 
differentials are incorporated according to the branch of the economy. 

In some sectors of the economy the transition to remuneration according to 
work category has been planned to take place within 5 years, a period 
considered sufficient to eliminate any disparity between a worker's level 
of qualification and the category of his work-process or his place of work. 
In cases where there is a difference of more than two grades between a 
worker's level of qualification and his work category, remuneration will be 
paid at a level of one grade lower than that of his work category, etc. 











Also, to encourage able working people in towns to work in mines, in the 
oil and mineral industries, in agriculture, construction, soil improvement 
and forestry, material incentives in addition to wages are planned when 
these people do not go home to their families every day, or free daily 
transport when they do return home. 


The measures which have been and are still being taken in the field of 
wages policy aim at stimulating increased production in quantity and variety, 
improving quality and reducing costs, and increasing productivity and the 
efficiency of the economy as a whole, while ensuring a closer harmony 
between the interests of the collective and the individual on one hand, 
with the general interests of society on the other, always giving priority 
to the general interest and to the future. We stress this because there 
have been cases where problems are viewed in onesided ways and as a result 
there have been observable tendencies to take more from soctety than one 
puts in, as well as tendencies to keep in line as a matter of form, not 

to cause trouble, etc. 


The party has correctly instructed that, while stimuli should be provided 
for highly skilled and difficult labor, large differentials between the 
incomes of working people should in no case be allowed. But neither should 
petit bourgeois egalitarianism be permitted, for this fosters parasitisna 
and slows down the development of production forces. The correct applica- 
tion of the law on distribution according to labor is connected to a range 
of economic factors, which must be considered in coordination and harmony 
with each other. However correct the wage criteria for working people 

may be, without a precise labor norm, raw material norms, and an exact 
classification of work categories and work processes, these criteria will 
not properly assist the increase of production. Shortcomings in this 

field can become the cause of baseless differences among the working people. 
For this reason, the party enjoins care in the application of the provisions 
of the law, considering matters in all their complexity, since a mistake, 
however small, leads to difficulties among workers of different sectors 

or workers of the same sector. 


Alongside greater priority in the use of moral incentives, the party has 
urged the improved use of additional material incentives and fixed bonuses, 
without undermining the primacy of moral incentives. It is true that 
repeated improvements have been made in this direction, in limiting some 
incentives or removing entirely some which exert a negative influence 

upon people's mentality, and which open up ways of gaining undeserved 
income, thus creating a privileged class. In accordance with present 
conditions, anc relving upon several years’ experience, various measures 
are planned which will increase the effectiveness of supplementary material 
incentives, “especially for those collectives and individuals who exceed 
the tasks of the plan, and especially for those who create inventions, 
rationalize, or achieve tangible gains for the economy.” (Ramiz Alia, 
“Report to the Ninth A/? Congress,” p 65) 
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Within this framework, studies are being carried out to make improvements 
in the creation and use of the special fund within enterprises. This fund 
is created by enterprises, ministries, central study institutes, and by 
the executive committees of people's councils in the districts. Hitherto 
this fund has been used principally for collective purposes, for organizing 
excursions, cuitural needs, helping working people in times of tragedy, 
and so forth. It has been little used to reward outstanding workers, 
inventors, and rationalizers. As a result, the part played by this fund 
in stimulating increased production, and especially furthering the 
technical-scientific revolution, has remained extremely symbolic. In 
addition some managers have hesitated to use this fund according tr the 
provisions of the law to remumerate outstanding workers, innovators, and 
those who achieve and surpass their duty in a'l their targets. 


To eliminate this weakness, the Council of Ministers has taken the decision 
and given instructions for this fund to be doubled, thus creating a real 
opportunity for it to help stimulate and encourage increased production. 
The criteria for the use of this fund have also been refined, and its 

scope and influence increased. In this field, priority has been given to 
the use of this fund to encourage individuals and collectives of working 
people to promote the technical-scientific revolution. The reward frr 
inventors and rationalizers will be calculated on the basis of the gain 

to the economy during the year. 


This special fund will be used to reward highly outstanding workers and 
employees in the enforcement of discipline in labor, production and 
technology, in task fulfillment, in boosting exports and reducing imports, 
those who take the initiative in reviewing work norms, who save raw materials, 
and maintain machinery and equipment, etc. But the extent of this supple- 
mentary bonus will always be kept within defined limits. This is because 
both Marxism-Leninism and experience teach us that the basic criterion for 
the distribution of personal incomes is payment for work done, and a wage 
earned in accordance with the demands of the law on distribution according 
to labor is the fundamental and most powerful material incentive which 
quickens the pace of production, increases productivity, and adds to 
socialist accumulation and the incomes of the working people. 
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SOVIET WEEKLY COMMENTS ON CZECH AGRICULTURAL COOPERATIVES 
Moscow LITERATURNAYA GAZETA in Russian Wo 19, 6 May 87 p i4 


{article by Kapitolina Kozhevnikova, special correspondent for LITERATURNAYA 
GAZETA: “Buropean Villages. Wotes Concerning “*echoslovakian Agriculture") 


[Text] The seat stores in Prague are a feast for one's eyes and they excite 
envy. The goods appear to be in good condition, they are appetizing and 
everything is neatly laid out and arranged by types. The prices range from 10 
crowns and 50 hellers (1 ruble and 50 kopecks) for a kilograms of sutton to 50- 
60 crowns for the best cut of beef. And the prices for pigs feet, liver and 
tongue are somewhere in the siddile. 


A tourist frog Orel, Kalinin or Irkutsk enters such a store, exagines the 
abundance of goods available and sighs: “If only we had such goods!" 


Initially, I felt the sage as such a tourist. But I traveled throughout the 
country and held discussions with people — siaple workers and those with in 
positions of authority. My igpressions became a little sore complicated. 


It bears sentioning that we do not have very such in writing concerning 
Czechoslovakian agriculture. I am often asked by colleagues and scientists 
who visit this country: how are conditions there and what did you find? The 
replies were evasive: there were sufficient asounts of products in the 
stores, but they are all rather expensive. And traditionally, there are no 
special experigents. Let them give us their latest innovations. 


Yes, if you please, tradition catches one's attention. And guch has been 
accogplished as a result. The country satisfies 96 percent of its own 
requirements for food products. For two years now it has not imported grain. 
In 1964, 486 quintals were obtained per hectare, in 1985 -- 45 and last year -- 
S2 quintals. Drought conditions took their toll. Moreover, it should be 
borne in sind that the types of land in Czechoslovakia are very diverse. There 
is such loas and sandy loam soil but no rich chernozes. There are sany 
mountains and hilis. But the intensive technology that has been introduced 
into operations here and an adequately high culture of labor are doing their 
work. Still the Czechs and Slovaks consider their yields to be far from the 
@eaxisue that can be achieved. 








Modletitse Village and the Ruda Gvyazda (Red Star) Cooperative are not far 
from Prague. I met with the secretary of the party organizetion Iozef Olar. 
He is a native of a neighboring village. His eyes reflect the entire history 
of the district. The sigple years of the 1950's. Collectivization. The 
agonizing breaking up of the customary peasant principles. The unpopular 
nature of the initial cooperatives, created in response to a comsgand from 
above. The sharp departure of rural inhabitants for the cities. 


The enthusiasse of some and the sharp displeasure with the new system of 
others. The cooperatives were initially small, each having 50 hectares of 
land. Later there was concentration and consolidation. The latter occurred 
in 1976. A neighboring and weak collective was serged with the strong 
cooperative at Modletitse. There are presently 3,550 hectares of arable land 
here. 


"It is difficult to gsanage a large cooperative" complained Olar, "2,000 
hectares of arable land is an optimum figure. More than this and difficulties 
arise. This is not a goskhoz [state farm). A word or two about goskhozes. 
Initially it was thought that they would serve as sodels for socialist 
economies in the country. But now it appears that a cooperative offers sore 
Gemocracy and independence and it allows an individual to live better. 


It is an interesting situation. I as hearing such opinions concerning our 
sovkhozes on a gore frequent basis. An individual here became an agricultural 
worker. A task was issued and it was carried out. Labor legislation is 
observed in a better sganner and one is given vacation time and days off from 
work. Living conditions are almost the same as inthe city: aparta@ents in 
sultiple-story Duildings, heating and illumination. What else is necessary? 


But an individual is not cosfortable and it is difficult for hia to live on 
the land and at the same time to be cut off from it. A peasant is by nature a 
tradesg@an and an experienced individual who understands nature. True, our 
kolkhozes and the cooperatives here have to a large degree forfeited their 
prigary rights. A cooperation specialist is one who joins his production 
resources and his fate with those of his countrymen. He views himself as the 
complete master of his land. But when there is a chairman who is responsible 
mot to the people but rather to rayon and oblast chiefs, the feeling of being 
@ waster is not only blunted but in fact it simply disappears. An individual 
becoges indifferent. 


The Ruda Gvyazda Cooperative supplies milk and eggs for the residents of 
Prague. All of the products are turned over to procurement specialists. "Two 
years ago" stated Oller, “we were aliowed to sell non-standard meat at the 
market, where the cooperative has its own counter." 


The words “allowed" and "made possibie" were uttered frequently during the 
Giscussion. In some instances, the evil sounding particle of speecn "no" 
could have been inserted. This could apply to the question of independence. 


Econogic accountability [khograschet) has been introduced into poultry raising 
operations, whereas in other Dranches it has not yet been fully introduced. 














Generally speaking, the Czechs are able to take into account their 
expenditures. 


The Czechoslovakian village learned how to produce products. At this sase 
Ruda Gvyazda Cooperative, the grain yield for last year, which was an arid 
year, was 52.3 quintals per hectare and in 1985 -- 54% quintals per hectare. 
And indeed the land is not particularly good. But it is being studied very 
thoroughly. Where should the sowing be carried out, where should the 
fertilizer be applied and how can the poor soil be iagproved -- this is 
intensification and production culture. 


The cooperation specialists complain regarding the processing industry: it 
does not process the goods produced in the village in a tigely sanner. The 
meat and dairy cogbines, the sugar plants and the elevators have all becose 
obsolete and are in need of sodernization and rebuilding. And a procurement 
specialist is only a hindrance. In another cooperative, the Zelenina 
(vegetables) Cooperative Firm was declared to be unnecessary and an obstacle 
in the path of a consumer. It does not provide for the storage of vegetables 
or for people carrying out the vegetable trade. 


Certainly, at this point I recalled our vegetable bases, half-rotted potatoes 
and frozen heads of cabbage. We involuntarily taught one another both good 
and bad developgwents. How can this now be corrected? Here, in 
Czechoslovakia, greater use is being gwade of the contractual system with 
processing enterprises. It stipulates how guch meat, silk or other products 
should be turned over by a cooperative and at what times. A striking feature 
is the fact that there are no gardens in the vicinity of the homes. Yes and 
it can generally be stated that there are no private plots here. It is said 
that they are still to be found in the foothill and sountainous regions. 


During the summer I was in Slovakia, at a cooperative in the village of Ostrov 
near the city of Piestany. Handsome homes are being erected there. Beyond a 
fence and alongside a road, flowers are growing opposite one's farmstead. It 
is a park-like setting. And around a home -- a row of carrots, a row of 
cabbage -- eight or ten heads -- a pair of apple trees and currant Ddushes. 
And that is it. 


And it is the sage here in Modletitse. "Prior to 1970" related lozef Olar, 
“our collectives had a half hectare of land for private use -- and finally an 
order was handed down: collectivize. The private use of land was interfering 
with work on the farsa." 


"And dic the people accept this order willingly?" 


My companion shrugged his shoulders: 


"Yes, to a degree. It was difficult for the elderly to adjust. And the youth 
did not need these plots. Each one had his own automobile and all wished to 
spend their tige vacationing. Products are available in the stores, although 
it is not always possible to purchase meat. Still there are those who fatten 
young pigs and saintain chickens. On the other hand, there are 600 susser 
residents from Prague who live with us. There are those who bulld their own 
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homes and gake purchases. These are the ones who saintain sgall orchards anc 
gardens." 


It seems that every city-dweller here has @ hut (such is the tera they eaploy 
for their dachas (although you would probably view thes as villas). It is 
somewhat of a paradox -- a visitor from Prague, Brno or Bratislava can grow 
flowers, fruit and vegetables during the summer anc yet a village chap is 
actually deprived of this privilege. 


What products ere offered in a combined rural store in Modletitse? Cognac, 
various wines, washing agents, tooth brushes, vermicelli, sugar and pastry. 
And in the meat departeent, only expensive delicatessen itegs at prices 
Similar to our cooperative trade prices. And the products are far from being 
of initial freshness. They are not readily accepted by frugal peasants. 


Were they in a hurry to leave their private plots? Certainly, a half hectare 
is a rather large plot. But @ s@all row of cabbage near a home aroused « 
sense of sadness in se. 


Together with Iozef Olar, I entered an aparteent in a j-story building 
occupied by silkmgaid Miloslava Kagnovaya. She had just arrived home after «a 
morning shift and she was tidying up her aparte@ent. She has three young boys, 
triplets, for whom the state allots 1,230 crowns up until they reach the 
working age. Conoern is also displayed here for the sothers. Miloslava has 
four rooms. Her sonthly earnings on the farm agsount to 3,000 crowns. And so 
she gust live and remain happy. But suddenly she begins to cry: her husband 
left her with triplets and recently she had to undergo a serious operation. 
Her situation is a difficult one. 


Human well-being is a fragile thing. In each home and for each individual. 


There was still another weli organized cooperative -- the Mir Cooperative in 
the village of Potyagi, not far@ from the old city of Kutna-Gora. I was 
received by a smiling deputy chairman, lozef Forsnht. 


"They come to us from all countries" he boasted, "in 1985 we obtained 60 
quintals of grain per hectare and up to 50 and sore from some plots. You can 
see that this represents a strong reserve. Here we have heavy textured clay 
soil and it is good provided you can unravel its secrets. Yes, we employ « 
high level of intensification from one harvest to another. But we still have 
losses. It is true that there are no combines for such high asountse of grain. 
Our anigal husbandry operations are very good. We produce 1,100 liters of 
milk and 600 kilograms of seat per hectare of agricultural land." 


I asked a question concerning independence. liozef Forsht waved his hand 
light-heartediy: 


"Certainly, our rayon element is a regular Dureavcracy. But we are always 
able to circumvent it. There are cooperatives which perhaps require 
prompting. Only we are not one of them. Generally speaking, fine cadres of 
agricultural specialists can be found throughout the country and they can be 
relied upon. Yes, you are correct. A rural individual does not like seat 











purchased frog a store counter ani these counters do not always have the 
progucts we are looking for. As a rule, Czechs prefer pork over beef and 
poultry. We generally do not like sutton whatsoever. Thus it costs such 
less. Here is how we solve the situation. If a sember of a cooperative works 
at least 100 days annually and leaves with us a portion of his grain payment 
in King, he is entitled to purchase a hog up to 150 kilogrags in live weight 
for 1,200 crowns. He is not obligated to take the entire carcass. He can 
orger just several Kilogregs. This is sore convenient. Here there is a meat 
combine alongsice where the hogs are slaughtered and where they sake sausages 
anc ssokec foods. But the old products are soon removed and we arrange our 
own. We sell what regains at the garket at state prices. Certainly, our 
chief problems is the garketing of the products. The internal sarket is 
saturated and the state is even restraining the rate of growth.” 


This is true! Is it caused by an abundance of goods? 


Our discussion with the Deputy Minister for Agriculture and Food Goods for the 
Czechoslovakian SSR, Candidate of Economic Sciences Svatopluk Khalupoy, began 
with this question. He is a tall young gan of roughly 40 years of age, who 
Was assigned to this position only recently. 


Upon hearing sy question concerning abundance, he smiled: 


"No, it is mot quite that way. Certainly, the processing industry is in need 
of sodernization just as you are. But the essence of the satter is as 
follows. We need doth gilk and meat but we would like the production of these 
products to be considerably cheaper than it is at the present tige. At the 
present tise, the average production cost for a liter of silk throughout the 
country is 3 crowns and 95 hellers, but for us it is 5 and even 7 crowns. For 
& customer, a liter of gilk costs 23 crowns. We are forced to raise the 
purchase price owing to the fact that the production cost is not coming down. 
And this is unprofitable for the state. The purchasing of expensive gwilk sust 
be eliminated. At the present tiwe, a kilograg of pork costs the faras 13 
crowns and 69 hellers. The purchase price is approximately 15 crowns. 
Certainly, it is sold at a considerably gore expensive rate. The state, 
taking advantage of the love of our population for pork, is forced to go along 
with this situation. Wor are we always satisfied with the quality of the 
products. Thus a reduction in the production cost and an iagprovement in 
quality should make it possible to lower the retail price.” 


Karol Chereshnya, a depart@ent head in the system for planning administration 
of the sinistry enters the discussion: 


"A systes of stern centralization prevailed up until 1962. Almost 100 
indicators for the plan for cooperatives and goskhozes (state farms) were 
signed here. The directive style for issuing orders did not prove its worth. 
We introduced a new systems for planning. In accordance with this system, the 
center determines only two indicators: the purchasing of grain and enigals in 
dressed weight. The remaining problems are resolved in the various areas on 
the basis of contractual agreements between the producer and processor. This 
brought about a change in operational sethods from the ginistry to a 
cooperative. We are orienting ourselves towards the consumer and his needs. 
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Disagreements are being resolved by the rayon and oblast organizations and 
even by courts. We are carefully monitoring the restructuring of economic 
mechanisms in the Soviet Union. We are also introducing the principle of 
self-financing and complete economic accountability. The economy has been 
held for too long a period in the grip of directives. And what was the 
result? On paper -- proper order, but in actual practice -- problems which 
are difficult to solve. We are presently striving to achieve conformity 
between the production of and the retail prices for food products. If this is 
not done, the difference will always have to be covered by the state. 
Integration between agriculture and the processing industry must be 
intensifies so as to ensure that the partners are interested in high quality 
in both the initial raw material and the final product. 


S. Khalupa intervenes in the discussion: 


"As you can see, we have had almost no restructuring of administration similar 
to that which has taken place in the USSR, but in essence a single agroprom 
[agro-industrial committee] system is in operation. Our ministry has been 
uniting agriculture and all of its partners since 1967. We concern ourselves 
with the problems of technical services for the rural areas, computer 
equipment, use of chemical processes, breeding work and seed production. We 
are endeavoring to implement changes at the rayon level. No, we do not have 
RAPO's [rayon agro-industrial associations]. I believe that they tend to 
Strip the farms of interest and independence. In the late 1960's, attempts 
were made in the interest of creating rayon agro-industrial associations 
Similar to those in Moldavia. But the fine ideas and reality clearly did not 
coincide. The attempts were rejected. Experiments and improvements were 
needed. Cautious and intelligent approaches were required. I worked for 6 
years in the region and thus I am quite familiar with the bureaucracy and 
endless paper work. Another style must be found and the psychology of a rayon 
worker must be changed. Each Friday I appear on television and discuss 
various agricultural problems. Many letters are received. The people express 
their concern over these matters. Our cooperatives are attracted by this 
Subsidiary industry. Various opinions exist in this regard. There are those 
who believe that it is not the task of a village to concern itself with 
industrial production. Others hold just the opposite view. I was pleased by 
a letter received from one elderly peasant. He mentioned that when he was an 
individual peasant he always worked in the forest or at a sugar plant during 
the winter. Why should a cooperative have to reject additional earnings? I 
agree with him. The women must also be occupied. National trades such as 
needlework and knitting should be available for them. Professional illnesses 
began to appear. Tractor operators complained regarding osteochondritis. Thus 
the nature of their work must be changed. There is still another problem -- 
when local raw materials are available for making brick or for making products 
out of wood and they are not used. Further, industry proper does not always 
respond quickly or flexibly to our needs. We are always experiencing 
shortages. Here a village can make its own contribution. But some 
cooperatives have reached a point where their profit from farming and animal 
husbandry amounts to only 7 percent. Certainly, this is not normal. For 
example, there is our well known cooperative at Slushovitse, near the city of 
Gotwaldov. Our Soviet comrades love to gothere. There are many things to 
see. But agriculture furnishes only 10 percent of the income. Yes, 
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Slushovitse is a unique cooperative. Let it remain unique. We do not wish to 
repeat its experience in pure form. The countryside is the countryside. I 
grew up in a village. My brothers and sisters remained there. It is my 
opinion that they live better than city-dwellers. I visited my brother on his 
50th birthday. What did he complain about? He was unable to become a 
subscriber to the municipal theatre -- he lives 35 kilometers from Brno. Last 
year, he traveled by auto each week to the theatre. And what homes they have! 


I have seen these homes. They are spacious, handsome and finished off in good 
taste. The villages are located in the middle of Europe. 


The accomplishments realized by this village, despite bureaucratism and 
various obstacles, only serve to underscore the tremendous strength and 
potential embodied in it. And this new Czechoslovakian village began not on 
the basis of ruins or out of hunger. But rather on the basis of a high 
farming culture -- the sign of genuine human culture generally. 


My last and completely accidental discussion was with a taxi driver who drove 
me to the airport. Upon learning that I was a journalist from Moscow, he 
asked: 


"Well, what will you write about? Will you say that you found everything to 
be just fine here?" 


After a brief pause, I replied rather seriously: 


"No, you are now undergoing changes. You have commenced some interesting 
work. Let them know what further steps must be taken. People must express 
their thoughts openly. If they do not, the situation will be bad, very bad. 


In Prague I learned that people were standing in line for certain issues of 
our Soviet newspapers, which were being passed from one to another and being 
read avidly. The winds of our restructuring are rapidly reaching our friends 
and instilling new hope in then. 


7026 
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FUEL AND POWER GENERATION DEVELOPMENTS SUMMARIZED 
Prague HOSPODARSKE NOVINY in Czech No 18, 1987 p 2 


[Article by Frantisek Antene, employee of the CPCZ Central Committee: "Fuel 
and Energy” ] 


{Text] The results for the first quarter of 1987 may be given a good rating 
because all production tasks have been exceeded to a relatively significant 

extent. An annual rate of about 26 percent has been achieved but in certain 
key sectors, such as power generator, lighting gas, briquets, and steam power 
plants, it amounted to more then 30 percent. 


This review is so much more important because it encompasses a period with 
unusually harsh weather conditions which put our whole fuel and power 
generating base to a most rigorous test. However, we passed this test with 
flying colors, which confirms most of all the careful and thorough preparation 
for the winter months during the 1986, and also the great dedication of all 
our miners, power engineers, and gas workers who, despite the bitter cold, 
blizzards and storms, fulfilled their task, often under extreme exhaustion and 
even with heroic work. They are the ones who deserve most of all our 
gratitude for being able to keep our power generating systems fully 
operational even during the most critical period and to make cutbacks in 
consumption unnecessary. 


Nevertheless, the situation was not at all simple. The inclement winter set 
back strip mining of coal, the regular turnover of railroad cars and the 
dispatching of loaded coal trains. Continuous supplies had to be dispatched 
every day not only to power plants but to all of our national economy and 
domestic markets. Irregular deliveries of fuel to power plants and heat- 
generating plants were among the most serious problems with which we had to 
deal in order to prevent cutbacks in consumption of electricity. 


High consumption of electric power especially in March when the weather was 
much colder than in past years, rapidly exhausted our coal supplies in 
storage--by 200 to 300 thousand tons per week. In the first quarter the 
customers used additional 420 million kWh, or 11.3 percent more than during 
the same period in 1986. Although adequate supplies had been stored for 
winter in advance (primarily because of the 1986 overproduction of coal 


(approximately 3.7 million tons), the supplies in some major power plants 
dropped to amounts sufficient for no more than 1 or 2 days, and their total 
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situation all through March was described as critical. Only because the rate 
of breakdowns remained quite low, the operations in power plants could be 
adapted according to the situation of their supplies. For example, the 500 
MW unit in the power plant Melnik III was shut off one whole weekend in order 
to conserve fuel. 


From the completed analyses it clearly follows that even under such 
unfavorable winter conditions we were able to maintain continuous supplies of 
electric power mainly by increasing the production in steam power plants 
substantially above the plan, because they had received adequate supplies of 
coal for power generation. Even with the advancing development of nuclear 
power, in the future it will be most necessary to maintain this strategic 
reserve for emergencies. 


An example is precisely the situation of 1986 when these capacities enabled us 
to obtain from the USSR 400 million cubic meters of natural gas instead of 
electric power, and this, to increase by that amount our supplies stored in 
underground tanks from which we were able to draw, for instance, during the 
freezing weather in January up to 24 million cubic meters daily, and even in 
mid-March around 16 million cubic meters. 


With this exchange, plus continuous deliveries from the USSR through the first 
quarter and maximum operation of our own resources, we were able to maintain 
continuous supplies of heating gas. The consumption of our major consumers 
was slightly reduced but only for 4 days in January, when the average 
temperature dropped to -18 C and daily consumption rose to 61 million cubic 
meters (for example, currently the average for that period is 25 million cubic 
meters). This cutback was necessary for continuous supplies for the 
population; it represented only 0.5 percent of the quarterly limits on natural 
gas and 1.2 percent on lighting gas. 


The unusually cold weather in March, when the planned consumption of natural 
gas was exceeded by 101 million cubic meters, forced us to draw even in the 
latter part of March and in the first week of April 9 to 3 million cubic 
meters daily from the underground storage tanks. This led to a situation 
where we ended the winter with almost zero supplies in underground storage. 
This year we need at least the same supply as in 1986, i.e., 2.25 billion 
cubic meters, which will be a hard task to meet without some austerity 
measures. 


Graded coal poses a similar problem; its high consumption drastically depleted 
our supplies in the Coal Supply Enterprise, but unlike coal for power 
generation, the resources of graded coal are extremely limited. Technical 
restrictions on its major consumers re necessary in order to conserve 
considerable amounts of graded coal in our industry and thus, to augment our 
resources for the growing needs of our population. We are being rightfully 
criticized particularly by owners of family houses whose demands had not been 
fulfilled. 
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Equally serious is the problem of coal transportation. Due to continuous 
cutbacks in the (Czechoslovak Railroads) rolling stock, we will have to 
transport coal from coal mines by trucks, which is very expensive. It also 
appears that the consumers who were able to build unloading facilities for the 
Wap series cars have fewer problems with continuous deliveries of graded coal. 


The agenda of coordinating consultations held recently in almost all VHJ’s 
[economic production units] for the chairmen of party organizations in the 
Ministry of Fuels and Power confirms that all our working people realize how 
serious the situation is, and that they do not overestimate the achievements 
of the first quarter and during the whole winter. Om the contrary, they 
expressed their justified fears about next winter. Our fuel supplies are now 
depleted more than usual and, to use the vernacular, the production facilities 
had to "get cracking.” After all, in order to maintain balanced outputs, it 
was necessary to cut short, postpone or cancel regular repairs, above all, of 
large power engineering units. 


Planned overhauls in particular have not been up to par this year. The 
remodeling of power generators (for the purpose of burning low-grade coal and 
of using the heat which is now being wastefully released in the air) makes 
much greater demands on the suppliers of spare parts and renders major 
overhauls, which in fact are reconstructions, far more laborious. However, 
this is part of the remodeling and modernization program of our power 
generating industry. We must expect that; no complaints about the shortage of 
necessary production and assembly capacities can generate electric power for 
us. Therefore, the federal ministries of fuels and power, of metallurgy and 
heavy engineering, and of electrical engineering must pay special attention to 
the program of major overhauls and reconstruction of power generators. 


Past winter taught us a valuable lesson that only scrupulous maintenance of 
mining, production and distribution facilities can guarantee their fail-safe 
operation which is the essential requirement for continuous supplies of fuels 
and power. Therefore, this program, along with strict management of all our 
resources of fuel and power and their maximm conservation, must be subjected 
not only to public but also to party control. 
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CZECHOS LOVAKIA ECONOMIC 


RESEARCH DIRECTOR DECRIES LACK OF INTEREST IN QUALITY 
Prague HOSPODARSKE NOVINY in Czech No 17, 1987 p 5 


[Article by Eng Oldrich Gilar, ScC, director of Tesla Research Institute for 
Nuclear Technology Instruments in Premysleni: "No Interest in Quality"] 


[Text] We shall reexamine here the question whether the ratings of their 
achievements motivate research institute to complete their R&D assignments 
expeditiously and with superior results. As it appears, the indicators which 
rate their achievements affect the technical development only partly and do 

not influence at all its qualitative aspects. However, that diverts research 
institutes from their original purpose, i.e., from expeditious and efficient 
solution of their R&D tasks that would enable the user to utilize them promptly 
and effectively. 


As a representative of a research institute whose purpose is applied research 
and development of nuclear technology instruments, after more than 30 years 
of work in that organization I have the right to say that the method used to 
assess the achievements of our R&D base still fails to reflect to what extent 
and with what results have the participating organizations fulfilled their 
tasks and their objective. The criteria for the assessment of the work of our 
institution completely failed to express the qualitative aspect of our R&D 
achievements and R&D contributions. 


Ratings That Do Not Rate 


Annual operations of the institute are rated on the basis of the following 
indicators: 


1. Adjusted value added productivity per worker; 

2. Cost-output ratio; 

3. Profit; 

4. Capital yield; 

5. Expeditious completion of the planned stages of technological development 
assigned by the state and ministry; 

6. Fulfillment of stiuplated capital goods output} 

7. The share of material and other costs, without depreciations, in outputs. 


Six of the above indicators are generally applied as mechanisms to express 
the effect achieved by economic entities. The indicator of expeditiously 


69 











completed planned stages of technological development assigned by the state 
and ministry is the only one related to R&D ;er se, however, only to its 
quantitative aspect. 


For example, a sports record is described and rated by the time in which the 
athlete finished a specific race. Obviously, this indicator motivates every 
contestant to give his best performance and to try to work his way up to the 
highest level--the world competition. And what is R&D? It, too, is a very 
demanding and uncompromising world competition where accomplishments are rated 
according to the following criteria: the shortest time and the highest 
technical standard and quality. Tunis makes it possible to introduce its 
achievements in production, to satisfy social needs, to reach the market, make 
profit, etc., (or briefly, to benefit national economy and to improve the living 
Standard of society). 


Stimuli That Do Not Stimulate 


None of the above-mentioned mandatory indicators serves as an impetus that 
would motivate an institute of the R&D base to achieve the best possible 
results in its own basic programs. Let us take an example: In order to keep 
in step with the advances of a foreign competitor and due to their increased 
creative efforts our R&D researchers will finish the tasks of their R&D plan 
6 months ahead of schedule. Their accomplishment will upset the structure of 
most of the indicators under discussion, and involve additional economic and 
planned specifications, mainly the cost-output ratio, changes in practically 
every part of the plan, and thus, also changes in salaries and premiums. If 
their task is completed well ahead of schedule, the allotted time will not be 
exhausted and therefore, the output and profit indicators will decline. As- 
suming that the material costs have been exhausted, the item "costs" will in- 
crease. 


It may easily happen that when actual values are applied in the formulas ac- 
cording to mandatory indicators, some parts of the R&D plan will not be ful- 
filled; this will be reflected in penalties which will reduce the premiums of 
individual researchers. Premiums paid to individual researchers constitute 
part of wages payable and depend on an objective fulfillment of the task, in- 
cluding costs, in the decisive stages. If the given amount of the premiums 
originally planned for the whole year is paid earlier, a vacuum will develop 
in the following stage of problem-solving because no additional premiums may 
be drawn from the remaining wage fund. 


Furthermore, let us consider a relatively demanding and complex technique of 
R&D planning which must adapt to the change stemming from the fulfillment of 
the task ahead of the deadline, equalize the lows of outputs and profit, ex- 
peditiously secure supplies of additional materials for the problem-solvers' 
next task, without exceeding the supplies on hand (thus far all this with the 
assumption that these problem-solving issues were adopted from a previously 
approved schedule of programs). If we assess these operations we find that 
they do not encourage the working or managing standards of technical-economic 
and technical-organizational units, not even of the developmental units. 
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In conclusion we gust admit that the application of current regulations for 

R&D management does not lead to the required dynamism of that process, nor 

does it fulfill in every instance the conditions for the intensification of 

our national economy. in gy opinion, one of the conditions which will determine 
improvement of the above-mentioned situation is the creation of a sechanisn= 
whose stimuli and basic ratings of the achiewements of an institute in the R&D 
base will inflwence the direction, so to say, of the crucial progress of R&D 
itself. 
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NEED FOR ENTERPRISE DISCUSSED 
Prague HOSPODARSKE NOVINY in Czech No 17, 1987 pp il, 5 


[Article by Eng Vaclav Kluson, ScD, Economic Institute of the Czechoslovak 
Academy of Sciences: “The Spirit of Enterprise”) 


[Text] The principles of the restructuring of the economic msechaniss sent ion 
the promotion of the socialist spirit of enterprise as one of the goals of 
restructuring. Socialist enterprise has recently been a frequent topic of 
discussions and a focus of considerable interest. What does it mean’ 


Enterprise is far too often understood solely as a managerial quality or 
perhaps as a kind of superior skills. The close correlation between enter- 
prising skills and specific conditions--which the economic mechaniss sust 
create in order to benefit from this ability--are not seen, and especially 

not emphasized, because enterprising and undertaking skills depend essentially 
not only on subjective conditions (the manager's qualities and abilities) but 
above all--from the subject's viewpoint--on objective conditions, i.e., 
applied principles and regulations of the economic sechanisn. 


Definition of the Entrepreneurial Function 


The principles of restructuring mention the development of enterprise in con- 
junction with the creation of conditions that above all gust raise the demands 
of the environment of the economic entities, and link that development with 
systemic measures. Let us therefore stop and consider this aspect of this 
iseve. However, first we must agree on the actual seaning of the word “enter- 
prise” and “undertaking” within the planning and management systen.” 


Under the tere “enterprise” we understand a set of skille of the managing en- 
tity that enable it to apply R&D achievements, to find new solutions, and to 
create “new combinations of factors of production” mainly in order to achieve 
higher labor efficiency in the further development of production, to improve 
the organization of labor, and to satisfy current needs of our society and of 
ite eembers, or as the case my be, to “discover” and then satisfy entirely 
new needs. The application of such abilities in the planning and management 
of national production is called enterprise. 


This definition of the entrepreneurial function in socialiem does not contra- 
dict the structure of society as concerns relations to production. Its purpose 
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is to fill one of its old, very sore spots--a place reserved for a reliable 
and effective mechanism for translating R&D into economic praxis. It is 
generally known that despite all efforts to rerolve this problem in planning 
and management in the past, we failed to achieve any substantive results. 

If a number of complex and difficult conditions are fulfilled in the implemen- 
tation of the restructuring program, the “entrepreneur-innovator™ as a 
creative personality and organizer of national production should have a certain 
chance to appear more often on the scene in the process of an intersive 
economic renewal not only in its various sectors but also on different levels 
of the hierarahical structure of planning and management. Naturally, that 
depends not only on the principles of restructuring but also on the under- 
Standing of their inner motivation and linkage, and on the methods by which 
their principles will be translated into reality in the form of a specific 
economic mechanism and of specific management. 


Raising the Challenges of the Environment 


Therefore, let us turn our attention to certain basic problems which determine 
the development and expansion of enterprise. The first and absolutely essen- 
tiai precondition here is the current difficult situation of economic entities 
in which these entities alone, without any help, gust search for a solution. 
In other words, the economic mechanism gust be conceived in such a way that 
the existing environment in which the economic entities operate may be greatly 
challenged. Thus, the presence in it and its further development must be 
rigorously determined by high standards of the management and efficiency of 
labor which will phase out unprofitable or relatively inefficient operations 
and continuously replace them with new, more efficient operations. 


From this point of view the economic mechanism must be arranged so as to make 
it impossible and impractical to operate obsolete and worn-out production 
facilities which must be liquidated (if they cannot be modernized). Liquida- 
tion, or at least reduction, of obsolete production facilities that no longer 
fulfill social needs is one of the basic preconditions for the development 
that is basically also systematic selection, i.e., phasing-out of obsolete, 
inefficient production equipment, and expeditious introduction of new factors 
in the structure of our national production forces. Unfortunately, the fact 
is often overlooked that liquidations represent certain “hygienic” functions 
of the economic system whose further progress must also rid itself of all inm- 
pediments to an efficient development. Therefore, if we direct the attention 
of our chief managers to innovations as a process of replacing the obsolete 
equipment with a new one, we gust refer to their daily experience in order to 
convince them that their goods (or services) which may seem quite advanced 
today will have to be replaced in the future with new products or services that 
will far more efficiently satisfy the needs of our society. 


The fact gust be constantly remembered that at present only a situation that is 
unsatisfactory to us or that threatens us in some way prompts us at the same 
time to increase productivity, and galvanizes our creativity; our current and 
future problems may, and must, be resolved only with its help. In terms of 
national economy, this means that economic entities must focus on the utiliza- 
tion of those R&D achievements that may improve efficiency, i.e., focus on in- 
novations. The principles of ristructuring are aimed at higher challenges from 
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the environment; from this perspective the objective in particular is the 
application of individual criteria of efficiency, uniform work standards, 
substantial cots of subsidies and redistributions (which often allocate 
public resources to the lagging branches and units), comprehensive implemen- 
tation of khozraschet within which the development of organizations should 
depend on the creation of their own internal resources, and so on. 


Creation of Appropriate Space 


Another precondition for the development and expansion of enterprise in the 
planning and management system is the creation of an appropriate space within 
which decision on undertaking may be adopted and where the positive and neg- 
ative consequences of such decision murt be confronted. The economic mechanisn= 
whose objective is to foster initiative and creativity in every sector of our 
economic system must provide such a space. This may be achieved mainly by the 
application of general and standard regulations which on the one hand use 
socially desirable methods to control the operations of economic entities, 
while on the other hand they offer these entities freedom of action and of 
decision-making within certain stipulated limits. The principle applies that 
the more camplex the given system, the more general regulations its management 
should follow, because this offers the lower units more elbow room for their 
undertaking. 


The following examples of general regulations for economic management may be 
offered: criteria and standards of efficiency, directives for the distribu- 
tion of net revenues, directives for the creation and distribution of wages 
payable, directives for incentives, directives for grants of credits, direc- 
tives for reduction and liquidation of units, and directives on taxation and 
levies. General regulations applied to a desirable extent will in the end 
lead to a situation where the processes of searching for opportunities to 
develop and resolve existing problems are spread throughout the whole economic 
system. This considerably increases the probability that some units of this 
highly complex system will find certain innovative solutions that will repre- 
sent an appropriate--i.e., effective and reliable--reaction to the situation 
which has developed in the environment, and that this reaction will represent 
a desirable innovation, which then will be duly recognized by society. Thus, 
it will help intensively develop not only the units in question, but our entire 
national economy. There is no need to overemphasize the fact that the 
principles of restructuring enforce the precept of unity and generality of 
certain important regulations of the economic mechanisn. 


An Efficient Incentive System 


An effective system of incentives is the third condition for the promotion of 
enterprise aimed at an intensive type of development within the economic 
mechanism. When creating that system, the principle of differentiation and 
the principle of symmetry must be consistently observed. The first principle 
which is valid in general should be applied as a rule in every incentive and 
stimulation system. However, it is particularly important in the promotion 
and development of enterprise because it basically means that only those may 
profit who are successful, who have surmounted risks, and who achieved their 
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intended goals. Naturally, actual results--the final effects--of their enter- 
prise are decisive. Conversely, those who failed gust lose. 


This brings us to the other principle which says that as the ratio of positive 
and negative incentives (or penalties), the incentive system must be balanced 
as much as possible. Incentive systems, which are considerably tilted in the 
direction toward positive stimli--the so-called positively asymmetrical 
systems--are the most ineffective and “expensive,” especially if they are also 
based primarily on material incentives. As a rule, people do not contribute 
appropriately equivalent work for higher rewards, or this equivalent declines 
with higher rewards. 


In terms of incentives to entrepreneurial entities, it is important for the 
development of undertaking not to make excessive differences between the so- 
cailed objective and subjective causes of good or poor results, because >re- 
cisely by entrepreneurial ventures we must counter the unfavorable conse v-nces 
of phenomena which objectively occur in an environment, just as, for example, 
all these changes in the social environment must be utilized in the development 
of a given unit. From this perspective it is very difficult to judge who 
caused what and who deserves what, because seemingly undeserved good achieve- 
ments of the management may be a logical outcome of farsighted and correct 
entrepreneurial decisions in the past. 


The significance of enterprise, if it is successful and widely practiced in 
most units and on various levels of management, depends on expeditious planning 
and implementation of measures which confront the risks and take over these 
risks. Conversely, if the developmental risks within a given economic mechan- 
ism may always be gradually shifted over to a higher unit and finally, to whole 
society--in other words, if “protectionist” economic policies are applied 
against economic organizations--then such undue losses may be compensated 
("counterbalanced” later), but this cancels the effect of negative incentives. 
The incentive system deviates further to the right and loses its effect as a 
desirable stimulus in the development of entrepreneurial ventures. 


Openness to One's Environment 


And finally, the fourth important condition which must be required from the 
economic mechanism for an intensive development when promoting enterprise is 
the openness of the units to their environment. In other words, this demands 
that every specific entity in its daily operations be exposed to the effect of 
its environment, that its contacts with its environment be not excessively 
controlled by another (usually superior) unit, and thus, that part of the 
economic mechanism also transfer the impulses from the environment and stimu- 
late adequate--i.e., planned and effective--reactions to those impulses. 


Every potential innovator must be well acquainted with the nature, structure 
and development in his environment, and must feel the consequences of the 
changes in that environment. Only then may he be willing to make realistic 
assessments and to accept the risks inherent in his reactions, and thus, also 
the systematically conceived innovation programs. Of course, the structure of 
their environment is important also for the action of economic entities. If, 
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for instance, the production in a given field, branch or the national economy 
as a whole is highly monopolized, if the production in a given field is in the 
hands of a single manufacturer, if the economy is not balanced, and moreover, if 
it is considerably closed and in fact, if its imports do not represent a variant 
of unprofitable or completely inefficient domestic production, then such a 
structured environment cannot properly stimulate enterprise. 


Due to increasing specialization and concentration of production, small 
economies may have a considerably monopolized structure and therefore, they 
must systematically--i.e., in a planned manner--im=plement all available econor- 
ic-political measures that reduce to a minimum the negative consequences of the 
manufacturer's monopolistic policies. The essential method to that end in- 
volves measures aimed not only at the highest possible balance of the plan and 
at the achievement of 4 global and structural balance, but also at the func- 
tional and material opening of whole economy and its restructuring, and 
maturally, also at the utilization of an appropriate price sechanisa. The 
tasks in each of these instances are unusually difficult but they determine 

the beginnic of an intensive development and its progress. 





In conclusion it should be stressed that the purpose of the measures aimed at 
expanded authority and responsibility of economic entities and at the creation 
of more space for their independent undertaking must be dynamic action and 
foresight of economic entities in averting objective problems or at least, in 
counteracting some unfavorable consequences of the changes in their environ- 
ment; they must react promptly and effectively to all kinds of opportunities 
for development, to the changing social needs, prices, offers and demands on 
their inputs and outputs, because it is not enough to change the indicators to 
reflect the fluctuation of economic variables. This fluctuation must be demon- 
strated primarily in corresponding changes of operations of the economic en- 
tities, in their more intensive management, and in higher challenges to their 
management and executive staff. We must demand from them not only greater 
efforts but also more ideas. These dues must be paid by everyone who wants 
more independence and more elbow room for independent action and thus, also for 
enterprise within the regulations for planning and management. 
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CZECHOSLOVAKIA BOONOMIC 


BOONMOMIC INERTIA SAID PERSISTING 
Prague HOSPODARSKE NOVINY in Czech No 18, 1987 pp 1,5 


{Article by Eng Vaclav Vertelar, first deputy chairman, State Planning 
Commission |) 


[Text] The current state of economic development and the implementation of 
the tasks of the Eighth 5-Year Plan are the object of close scrutiny not only 
by the party, government, trade union, amd economic agencies, but--one might 
say~--by the public at large. The level of the tasks, their fulfillment, the 
viability of the economic plans, their interlinkage, accounting, the 
functioning of the supply and demard relations, etc., are being evaluated. 

The consensus is that these are truly challenging tasks. Dissatisfaction with 
their fulfillment, and even more so with the conditions uwxler which they are 
to be fulfilled, are being voiced. 


Ever since the drafting of the concept of the Eighth 5-Year Plan began, we 
have been aware that thie will be the most challenging 5-year plan in the 
history of our socialist planning. 


The Eighth 5-Year Plan is, for the given period, a concretization of the 
strategic line to accelerate the economic and social development of society on 
the tasis of intensification. It was laid dow by the 17th Congress of the 
Ceechoslovak Communist Party and stems from the new needs of society, as well 
as from the appreciation of the realistic, potential capabilities of our 
economy. We characterize ite essence as the new quality of econamic growth 
based on the expected achievement of high efficiency and quality, primarily by 
the introduction of the results of research and development into practice. 
That is why the qualitative indicators of the plan are, in comparison with the 
previously used ones, wueunlly demarcding: roughly 1.5 to 2 times higher. 

It simply makes it possible to plan the lead-time of the dynamics of the 
national income in advance of the dynamics of production, the industrial in 
particular. The new quality of economic growth aseumes « new quality of work 
at all levele of economic activity. The resulte thus far show that it is 
precisely here that neither the central nor the enterprise spheres have been 
adequately prepared, ani cannot yet fully manage the assigned tasks. 
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Results Achieved 


A positive feature is the fact that the economy is maintaining an average 
dynamism of development (more than a 3 percent annual growth of national 
income) and that it is moving in the direction of implementing the resolutions 
of the 17th Congress. The growth of personal consumption has accelerated, an 
adequate growth of public services consumption has been secured, conditions 
for a gradual achievement of the goals of social policy have been created, 
greater effort is being expanded on resolving problems of ecology, and for 
modernization and restructuring of both the productive and nonproductive 
spheres has been increased. 


However, the qualitative indicators of the plan for 1986 have not been 
realized, and neither has been the assumed degree of intensification. The 
acuteness of sore long-standing problems persists, or is even increasing: 

This concerns particularly the efficiency of production and increasing its 
value on both the domestic and the foreign markets, product quality, 
disruptions in the distribution system, deficiencies in capital investment and 
inventory management, and lack of provisions for export to nonsocialist 
countries. 


The growth of the national income in 1986 (3.4 percent according to 
preliminary results) has not been achieved in an adequate measure by an 
increase of efficiency--intensification of the economy. (See Tabl« 1) 


Table 1: Domestic Product orc “ross National Income Produced 
(Preliminary data of the Federal Office of Statistics, comparable prices to 
January 1, 1984) 





National Production National 
Product Consumption Income 
Planned increase in 1986 
In billion Kes 29.9 8.1 21.8 
In percent 2.0 0.9 3.5 
Actual increase in 1986 
In billion Kes 39.3 18.7 20.6 
In percent 2.6 2.1 3.4 
Plus and minus in comparison 
with planned increase 
In billion Kcs +9.4 +10.6 -1.2 
In points +0.6 +1.2 -0.1 


From the standpoint of intensification, the domestic consumption of the 
national income has also developed unfavorably. Even though the increase of 
the consumed national income was almost twice as high as the plan had assumed, 
the higher increase was fully reflected in the gross investment (inventory and 
capital investment). (See Table 2) 
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Table 2: Consumed Gross National Product 
(Preliminary data of the Federal Office of Statistics, comparable prices to 
January 1, 1984) 





Consumed Non-production Personal Gross 
National Assets Consumption Investment 
Income 
Planned increase 
in 1986 
In billion Kes 13.9 13.3 6.7 0.6 
In percent 2.3 3.4 2.3 0.3 
Actual increase 
in 1986 
In billion Kes 25.1 12.5 6.4 12.6 
In percent 4.3 3.2 2.2 6.4 
Plus and Minus in com- 
parison with planned 
increase 
In billion Kes 411.2 -0.8 -0.3 +12.0 
In points 42.2 -0.2 -0.1 +6.1 


The inadequate fulfillment of qualitative and fiscal indicators together with 
the structural aberrations in production, capital investment, and foreign 
trade as well, do not create the necessary conditions for a sustained growth 
in future years. 


These trends (which basically have been continuing during the first quarter of 
this year: nonfulfillment of qualitative indicators, growth of inventories) 
again confirm and warn us that in our circumstances we cannot talk about any 
kind of acceleration of growth in any kind of structure, but only about 
accelerating intensification, and then only on this basis about accelerating 
global economic and social development. 


If we look closely at the current development of the economy, we can observe 
that during the last year, and so far also this year, the trends of the past 
still dominated the economy. Thus, the results have not been worse as 
compared to the Seventh 5-Year Plan, but they have not been improving in 
accordance with the tasks of the Eighth 5-Year Plan. New, progressive 
conditions are not being created. So far, there has been no revolutionary 
approach to the truly revolutionary tasks of the restructuring of our economy. 


Detailing the 5-Year Plan 
During the past several days, the presidium of the Central Committee of the 
Czechoslovak Communist Party and the CSSR Government discussed a report on the 


details of the Eighth &-Year Plan, the provisions made for implementing the 
operational plan for 1987, and the preparatory work on the plan for 1988. 
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They arrived at the conclusion that the tasks of the operational plan for 1987 
and the Eight 5-Year Plan have not been properly provided for in a number of 
the economic plans of socialist organizations. The ministries and general 
management of the economic production units did not adopt effective measures 
to mobilize unused potential, increase the input of technological 
developments, increase export productivity, improve utilization of material 
and energy resources, or accelerate modernization and progressive changes in 
the structure of production. This was confirmed also by the reviews done by 
the CSSR Peoples’ Control Committee to ensure implementation of the 
determining tasks of the Eighth 5-Year Plan in selected organizations of 
manufacturing and foreign trade. 


Considerable inertia in the traditional attitudes toward detailing the tasks 
of the state plan resulted in considerable pressure to soften the tasks of 
the operational plan for this year. The demands to soften the plan went so 
far that a reduction of the planned growth of the dynamics of the national 
income during this year to less than 2 percent would result. After a 
thorough analysis of the causes of this state of affairs and the potential of 
the economy, it was emphasized that there are not objective reasons to doubt 
the basic tasks and objectives of the entire Eight 5-Year Plan. In the spirit 
of the resolutions of the 4th and 5th Plenums of the Central Committee of the 
Czechoslovak Commmist Party, measures were adopted which aim at overcoming 
the negative tendencies in the way implementation of the resolution of the 
17th Congress of the Czechoslovak Commmist Party and the tasks of the Eight 
5-Year Plan is being carried out. 


For 1987, certain clarifications of the tasks of the yearly plan were adopted 
because of serious aberrations in external relations, and to remove the 
considerable deficiencies in the distribution system and improve the situation 
in unfinished construction for capital investment. Special attention was 
given to rectifying the situation in the CSR Ministry of Industry in 
particular. 


In order to ensure the realization of the entire Eight 5-Year Plan, the CSSR 
Government issued a directive to complete the economic plans of enterprises 
and production units and find a complete and practical solution to outstanding 
problems, particularly in supply and demand relations, in the plan for capital 
investment, in effecting growth of production by increasing labor 
productivity, and in maintaining the efficiency of the economic plans. In 
such cases where this has not been done yet, the economic plans for the Eight 
5-Year Plan are to be approved, following completion, by the superior agencies 
together with the plan for 1988, by the end of December of this year eat the 
latest. A directive was also given to make up for the tasks not fulfilled 
during the initial years of the 5-year plan and remove the cause of the 
negative tendencies by designing programs with specific completion dates, 
which will make possible s systematic control. 
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Not To Postpone Preparations 


In connection with developments thus far, the preparations and the realization 
of the plan for the next year become of extraordinary importance. What is at 
stake is that in 1988 we should see a total changeover to the “parameters of 
the 17th Congress,” and that we should gradually carry out those tasks where 
we still have some remaining deficit from the initial years. 


The Government instructed the State Planning Commission to draft and 
submit, in cooperation with the planning commissions of the republics and 
federal department, a proposal for a state plan for 1988 so that it can be 
approved by the beginning of July of this year at the latest. In drafting the 
plan care must be taken to ensure the impiementation of the objectives, tasks, 
norms, and limits designated in the approved Eight 5-Year Plan for 1988. It 
must aim for results which are in accord with the measures enacted at all 
levels of management to implement the resolution of the 5th Plenum of the 
Central Committee of the Czechoslovak Commmist Party. 


It is urgent that the plan makes certain of arresting the tendencies toward a 
high import intensiveness of production, and particularly of changing the 
economically insupportable ratio between export and import for production 
consumption. Import intensiveness can be increased only on the basis of a 
higher and more effective export. 


When reducing the total and material costs and the wage intensiveness in 
branches, economic production units, and enterprises which did not fulfill or 
will not fulfill their tasks for the first 2 years of the 5-year plan, the 
growth dynamics of the qualitative indicators according to the 5-year plan are 
to be fully guaranteed, including the requirement that a gradual cancellation 
of "debts" from the initial years must be specifically determined. There is a 
distinctly growing need to ensure in the economic sphere as well as in the 
budgetary organizations a balance between financial resources and needs. We 
have to reassess the need for the projected costs and determine their order of 
urgency. We cannot continue the practice of covering additional--unplanned-- 
expenses out of an unlimited federal budget. Every level of management must 
have an adequate contingency fund for unexpected needs. 


Particularly complicated tasks will arise in drafting the plan for capital 
investment. In order to reduce the amount of truction in progress and 
concentrate capacities on construction projects t are close to being 
finished, the federal government issued a directive to re-evaluate 
individually the effectiveness of all the construction projects being readied 
for 1988, with the aim of reducing the number of construction start-ups in 
1988 specified in the Eight 5-Year Plan by Kes 20-30 billion (budgeted cost of 
construction). We need to achieve the reduction in start-ups basically 
without affecting the effectiveness of the modernization action, the action 
guaranteeing output of research and development, the state goal-oriented 
plans, internation obligations, and constructions of ecological significance. 
This is an extremely important task. 
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Certain previously considered construction project, which are no longer 
commensurate with the challenging requirements, will have to be totally 
eliminated from the construction program. Others will have to be redesigned 
to more efficient parameters, and their implementation scheduled for a later 
date and with a substantially shorter term. Also, we have to verify again the 
usefulness, efficiency, and technical level of the constructions already under 
way. Where the new criteria and viewpoints indicate that they are 
inefficient, further construction should be halted. 


Achieving an effective and sufficiently quick improvement in the progression 
and end results of capital construction cannot be done without an elemental, 
sometimes even very painful, re-evaluation of existing attitudes, practices, 
and concepts. It is nonetheless necessary, because without a speedy and, I do 
not hesitate to say, radical improvement of the entire capital investment 
process--from the conceptual groundwork, quick and less expensive realization, 
to the introduction of constructions into operation at projected parameters~-- 
it will not be possible to improve the situation in the entire national 
economy, and achieve a markedly higher technical, technological, and economic 
level of production and products. The basic guideline for this demanding 
work is the directive of the federal government: to impose such conditions in 
the draft of the plan which would basically prevent, beginning with 1988, the 
start of any construction project which could not bear comparison with top 
world standards. 


We know, therefore, what the tasks for the third year of the Eighth 5-Year 
Plan are. All levels of management must start without delay the drafting of 
the economic plans for 1988 and thus create conditions for a timely conclusion 
and approval of the economic plans of enterprises and plants. There is also 
still relatively sufficient time for the economic leadership, together with 
the trade union organizations, to discuss informally with employees the 
content of the plans and the feasibility of a practical implementation of the 
call of the Central Council of Trade Unions for a reduction of material costs 
by 0.5 percent, and an increase of labor productivity by 1 percent beyond and 
above what the plan calls for. It is also necessary to use actively the 
changes in the rules for counter planning approved by the CSSR Government and 
the Central Council of Trade Unions, which make it possible, already in 1988, 
to organize counter planning s an advancement of the economic plan up to the 
deadline of its approval by the superior agency, that is, to the end «f this 
year at the latest. 


It is expected that during this period the number of experimenting economic 
production units will increase, which will help to spur them on to strive for 
better results. 


All these tasks will require that the planning commissions, departments, and 
all levels of management resolutely increase the efficiency of their work. It 
is feasible and necessary to apply without delay work methods in the spirit of 
the rectructuring of the economic mechanism, particularly as it concerns 
improving quality, calculating the effectiveness of adopted resolutions, 
creating conditions for differentiated remuneration and incentives, and 
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increasing the authority and accountability of the lower echelons. It is 
necessary to win over the management personnel and the entire work collectives 
to these methods, to an elemental and consistent resolution of problems, to 
the increased authority of the state plan, and create conditions conducive for 
them to become committed to their work, as a basic prerequisite of 
accelerating the intensification of the economy--the foundation of a 
successful development of our society. 


12605/6662 
CSO: 2400/300 
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CZECHOSLOVAKIA ECONOMIC 


WAGE, EMPLOYMENT DEVELOPMENTS DURING 1986 
Prague PRACE A MZDA in Czech No 4, 1987 pp 47-50 


[Article by eng Jiri Fremr, Federal Statistical Office: "Development of 
Employment and Wages in the CSSR in 1986") 


[Text] In 1986 the number of people employed in the socialist sector of the 
national economy was about 7.68 million. The number of employees in the social- 
ist sector, excluding united agricultural cooperatives [JZD] (converted to full 
time employment) increased by 59,000 (0.9 percent) to 6.77 million. The state 
plan had projected an increase of 62,000. In the Czech Socialist Republic [CSR] 
employment increased by 30,000 (0.6 percent) to 4.7 million, while in the 
Slovak Socialist Republic [SSR] the figure was a 29,000 increase in employment 
[1.4 percent] to a total of 2.07 million people. 


Women as a percentage of the total work force again increased by one-tenth of 

a point, to 46.7 percent of the work force. At the end of i$86, 3.266 million 
women were employed in the socialist sector of the ecoromy (excluding JZD), 
with an additional %134,000 women on maternity leaves (a year earlier the figure 
had been 336,000). 


The number of employees in the nonproduction sectors increased the most (by 1.9 
percent), witn the greatest increases being in education (1.6 percent, 6,700 new 
employees), and health care (2.3 percent, 7,500 new employees). In the produc- 
tion sectors the number of white collar workers is increasing faster than the 
number of blue collar workers. In industrial enterprises, for instance, the 
num>er of white collar workers increased by 1.1 percent (5,800) while the num- 
ber of blue collar workers remained unchanged [see Table I]. 


Employees of the socialist sector of the economy (excluding JZD) were paid 

Kes 244.4 billion in wages, which is Kcs 5.9 billion more than in 1985 (a 2.5 
percent increase). In addition, Kcs 4.3 billion was paid out for other personal 
costs. 


More than Kcs 200 billion of these wages was paid to employees of economic or- 
ganizations. On the whole for these organizations, in contrast to previous 
years, no wages payable resources were generated in excess of planned volumes, 
i.e. based on calculations of the fulfillment of the determining indicators for 
allocating wage resources. In fact, the aggregate useable volume of wage 
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resources exceeded the planned volume for 1986 by not quite Kes 1 billion. 

This came about because supplementary items (Kcs 1.6 billion) exceeded penalty 
items (Kes 0.8 billion). In 1985 overall wages payable resource formation ex- 
ceeded the planned volume by Kes 1.5 billion, of which Kes 0.7 billion came 
about because of adjustments to the plan for the fulfillment of determining in- 
dicators. 


In comparison with 1985 there was a moderate increase in the difference between 
the useable volume of wages payable resources and wages payable resources 
covered from costs, which in turn is a criterion for allocation to the bonus 
fund from financial resources. In 1986 this difference was Kes 6.6 billion, or 
3.4 percent of the useable volume, while in 1985 it had been Kcs 6.3 billion, 

or 3.2 percent. Allocations from financial resources to the bonus fund amounted 
to Kes 5.5 billion (the same as in the previous year), meaning that Kes 1.1 bil- 
lion was saved. Standards and limits on wages payable resources were exceeded 
by 2 percent of all organizations, including some well known VHJ. The amount of 
the excess was Kes 0.7 billion, which is double the excess over standards and 
limits for 1985. Bonus funds paid out Kes 6.3 billion as shares in economic 
performance and various premiums (3.1 percent of total wages payable resources), 
a figure just about the same to the one of the previous year. Nevertheless, at 
the end of 1986 the bonus funds of economic organizations contained Kes 6.2 
billion, an average of Kcs 1,100 for every employee of these organizations. 


The ongoing implementation of stage two of the program to improve the economic 
efficiency of the wage system is changing the wage structure of economic organi- 
zations. Wage scales are being increased at the expense of premiums and bonuses. 
In 1986 the basic component of wages accounted for 80.6 of total wages paid out, 
and premiums and bonuses for 16.7 percent, with shares of economic performance 
accounting for 2.7 percent. In 1985 the percentages were as follows: 79.1 per- 
cent, 17.9 percent, and 3.0 percent [. . Table II]. 


The average monthly wage of a worker who is emploved full time in the socialist 
sector of the national economy was Kcs 3,023 in 1986. Excluding the JZD the 
above figure was Kcs 3,009, with the increase of Kes 47 (1.6 percent) over the 
year before in line with the projections of the state plan. In the CSR the 
average monthly wage increased by Kes 47 (1.6 percent) to Kes 3,040, while in 
the SSR it increased by Kes 48 (1.7 percent) to Kes 2,936. Real wages in the 
CSSR increased by 1.2 percent [see Table I]. 


A trend from the Seventh 5-Year Plan continued in that average wages for the 
production sector increased faster (1.7 percent) than average wages ‘« 
employees in nonproduction sectors (1.4 percent), although the diffe-«sn'« in 
growth rates moderated significantly. This development, however, di. not cor- 
respond to the concept of wages policy for the Eighth 5-Year Plan, or the plan 
for 1986. Of the individual sectors, wages increased the fastest in communica- 
tions (2.8 percent), and railway transportation (2.6 percent). These are sec- 
tors whose wages increased at the slowest pace in the Seventh 5-Year Plan. On 
JZD, the average comparable compensation increased by 2.2 percent to Kes 3,169 
monthly. Following a one-time higher increase in average wages in education 
and health care in 1985, salary measures were employed in 1986 to reduce their 
growth rate (1.1 and 1.2 percent respectively) to among the lowest in compari- 
son with other sectors. After many years the relatively low growth rates for 
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Table I. Numbers of Employees and Average Monthly Wages in Major Sectors (for 
full time employees) for 1986 Sector 





Increase or Increase 
Average Decrease (-) Average From 
Number of From 1985 Wage in 1985 

Sector Employees People Percent Kes Kes Percent 
Socialist sector of econ- 

omy (excluding JZD) 6, 769,828 58, 598 3,009 47 1.6 
Composed of: 
Industry, total 2,732,765 12,811 0.5 3,149 43 1.4 
Of which, planning groups: 
Coal mining 1861, 296 1, 209 0.7 4,422 52 1.2 
Heat/electricity generation 76, 252 1,370 1.8 3,544 76 2.2 
Ferrous metallurgy 153,312 - 211 -0.1 3,535 66 1.9 
Chemical industry 131,353 559 0.4 3,265 22 0.7 
Rubber industry 37,650 116 0.3 3,111 46 1.5 
Engineering, total 1,045, 209 10,065 1.0 3,131 37 1.2 
Of which, electrotechnical 238,928 4,743 2.0 2, 942 28 1.0 
construction materials 102, 390 125 0.1 3,137 64 2.1 
woodworking industry 112, 502 - 559 ~-0.5 2,765 45 1.7 
glass and porceiain industry 85,214 535 0.6 2,760 37 1.4 
textile industry 206,772 <-1,138 <-0.5 2,575 26 1.0 
clothing industry 53,497 - 13 -0.0 2,614 32 1.3 
leatherworking/ footwear 81,140 - 733 -0.9 2,907 % 1.3 
foodstuffs industry 199,233 450 0.2 2,884 % 1.3 
Cons cruction 550, 302 3, 966 0.7 3, 267 67 2.1 
Design organizations 52,475 555 1.1 3,675 63 1.7 
State farms 167,047 615 0.4 3,023 55 1.9 
State forests 95, 323 254 0.3 3,075 46 1.5 
Railway transport 209, 154 1,177 0.6 3,462 88 2.6 
Automotive transport 102, 588 80 0.1 3, 266 55 1.7? 
Communications 109, 820 774 0.7 2,706 74 2.8 
Retail trade, total 570,761 4, 566 0.5 2,509 47 1.9 
of which, retail sales 2%4,171 3,043 1.3 2,490 47 1.9 

public eating places 157,241 1, 704 0.9 2,276 44 2.0 
Science, R&D 113, 936 2,013 1.8 3, 316 47 1.4 
Local production/services 225, 864 1, 786 0.8 2, 680 49 1.9 
Education 427,965 6,728 1.6 2,769 29 1.1 
Health care 332,270 7,475 203 2,853 33 1.2 








86 











Table II. Structure of Average Monthly Wages in Main Production Sectors and 
Index of Labor Productivity Increases in Industry and Construction (based on 
full time employment) in 1986 


Average Monthly Wage 

















Total Kes, composed of Labor 
Profit P “ductivity 

Sector Kes Index! Basic Bonuses Sharing ndex- 
Industry, total 3,149 101.4 2,516 564 69 104.6 
Of which, planning groups: 

coal mining 4,422 101.2 3,484 817 121 95.7 
heat/electricity 

generation 3, 544 102.2 2,769 695 80 104.0 
ferrous metallurgy 3,535 103.9 2,864 560 lll 104.8 
chemira' industry 3, 265 100.7 2,566 627 72 108.8 
rubbet industry 3,111 101.5 2,467 593 51 110.1 
Engineering, total 3,131 101.2 2,549 528 54 105.9 
Of which, electrotechnica] 2,942 101.0 2,380 499 63 107.0 
construction materials 3,137 102.1 2,538 547 52 105.3 
woodworking industry 2,765 101.7 2,223 506 46 107.8 
giass and porcelain 2,760 101.4 2,222 488 50 94.4 
textile industry 2,575 101.0 2,003 530 42 102.7 
clothing industry 2,614 101.3 2,056 509 49 105.2 
leatherworking/ footwear 2,907 101.3 2,204 616 87 102.3 
foodstuffs industry 2,884 101.3 2,246 $21 117 206.1 
Construction 3,267 102.1 2,633 585 49 104.0 
Design organizations 3,675 101.7 2,705 823 147 
State farms 3,023 101.9 2,503 384 136 
State forests 3,075 101.5 2,589 394 92 
Railway transportation 3, 462 102.6 2,950 384 128 
Automotive transport 3, 266 101.7 2,770 408 88 
Communications 2,706 i02.8 2,176 406 124 
Retail trade 2,509 101.9 2,103 311 95 
Notes: 


1) in percentage of average wages for 1986 and 1985; 


2) in percentage of labor productivity based on adjusted value added for 
1986 and 1985. Index of labor productivity in industry based on gross 
output was 102.7, and in construction based on basic construction work 
101.9. 
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Table III. Numbers and Average Monthly Wages of Blue Collar and White Collar 
Employees in Main Production Sector Activities (for full time employees) in 1986 




















Blue Collar White Collar 
Average Average Average Average 
Sector Number Wage Index! Number _Wage Index 
Industry, total 1,851,793 3,102 101.6 543,418 43,526 100.7 


Of which, planning groups: 


coal mining 132, 380 4,552 101.5 24,243 5,064 100.1 
heat/electricity 
gener ation 47,994 3,487 102.5 20,602 3,963 102.5 
ferrous metallurgy 110,976 3,509 102.0 26,568 4,101 101.1 
chemical industry 75,614 3,232 100.9 26,502 3,849 99.8 
rubber industry 25, 804 3,043 101.7 6,099 3,545 100.1 
Engineering, total 654,090 3,095 101.5 242,861 3,363 100.6 
Of which, electrotechnical 145,027 2,799 101.0 52,967 3,261 99.8 
construction materials 72,725 3,078 102.4 21,590 3,572 101.2 
woodworking industry 83,248 2,718 101.8 18,415 3,144 101.0 
glass and porcelain 64,458 2,679 101.6 13,316 3,309 100.5 
textile industry 158, 339 2,484 101.4 29,871 3,193 99.8 
clothing industry 41,695 2,526 101.5 7,567 3,194 100.6 
leatherworking and footwear 61, 330 2,836 101.6 11,792 3,439 100.0 
foocstuffs industry 144, 206 2,807 101.5 38,393 3,363 100.4 
Construction 297,228 3,210 102.3 94,006 3,774 101.2 
State farms 133, 481 2,986 102.2 24,670 3,474 100.5 
State forests 71,149 2,947 101.8 21,491 3,579 101.1 
Communications? 63,900 2,421 103.0 19,543 3,387 101.5 


Retail trade2 385,173 2,411 101.9 88,631 2,951 101.9 


Notes: 
1) percentage of average wages for 1986 and 1985; 


2) blue collar workers here are replaced by operating and service workers. 


average wages in domestic retail trade were finally increased somewhat in 1986 
(an increase of 1.9 percent), but this was nog enough to improve the overall 
low level of wages in this sector (Kes 2,509 thly) [see Table ITI]. 


In most sectors average wages for blue collar @orkers increased faster than 
average wages for white collar workers [see TaBle III]. 


Labor productivity based on adjusted value added in centrally managed economic 
organizations increased by 4.4 percent, which was one-tenth of a point lower 
than projected by the state plan. The planned increase in labor productivity 
was not achieved mainly in industry. The increase in labor productivity of 
4.6 percent for this sector is the lowest since 1983. However, the relation- 
ship between increased labor productivity relative to gross output and average 
wages developed more favorably than anticipated by the plan. While the actual 
increase in labor productivity relative to gross output (2.7 percent) was 0.8 
percentage points higher than projected, average monthly wage increases (1.4 
percent) were only one-tenth of a point higher than planned. 

9276/12859 88 ' ‘ 5 
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OPZZ CRITIQUE OF ECONOMIC REFORM PLANS VIEWED 
Warsaw PRAWO I ZYCIE in Polish Wo 23, 6 Jun 87 p 3 


{article by Piotr Ambroziewicz: "Churchill vs Miodowicz") 


(Text) When the unionists were heard at the recent OPZ2Z meeting with the 
Government Presidius, one got the igpression that at the second stage of 


economic reform the government was offering the people nothing else but the 
famous Churchillian "blood, sweat and tears." The blood may be a slight 
exaggeration, but only slight, because at one tige the sinister of finances 
and former deputy premier said, "we will spit blood, but we will pay off our 
debts!" On the other hand, what are the unionists proposing? Wot another 
Japan, it is true, because the times are different and so are the unions, but 
Something which sounds nice--a fair division of not poverty, but prosperity. 


The heart is on the side of the unions. The sind is on the side of the 
government. 


The problem is not that there is be something to divide. Right now the people 
have little, or actually no money. It is true that the average wage this year 
in the public sector will be 27,000 zlotys a gonth, say the unionists, but it 
is also true that 60 percent of the employed receive below-average wages. 
What is worse, they also say, is that the government's proposals, i.e., the 
program for the second stage of reform, does not envisage an isprovement in 
the standard of living of the working people. Furthermore, it would be well 
to take stock of the first stage and examine the present state of the economy, 
and this is not contained in the progras. 


And that is how we arrived at the first mgisunderstandings. Like never before, 
regular reports have been gade to the people about the steps being made 
forward and backward, and about the successes and failures of the econosic 
machinery. There is a lot of material available on these subjects--one does 
not even have to look for them because the governg@ent shoves them at us. 
Under these circumstances, the government did not feel it essential to precede 
its second-stage reform proposals with a special introduction. Also, the ters 
“stage” was emnloyed for siaplification, perhaps a bit unfortunately because 
it is generally associated with the cycling-race meaning of the word--a 
counted-off stretch of a longer road. In the case of stages of refors, the 
object is to fluidly move to new, better, therefore more effective, solutions. 
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The present tendencies, which premier Zbigniew Messner at the meeting with the 
OPZZ called “developmental, growth,” sake this possible--even more rapidly 
than could have been expected. 


But this, too, is controversial. The unionists do not see such a tendency. 
They also add loyally that they look at things from the standpoint of the 
Standard of living, the availability of goods and services, and everything 
which goes into the concept of the dignity of life, and not frogs the 
Standpoint of econogic indicators. Admittedly, the governsent understands 
this. "The soods of the people are such as they are, and it would be 
difficult for you to portray them otherwise,” says the presier after listening 
to the unionists’ litany of suggestions and complaints. Because, at least 
Guring two-thirds of the conference, this was really 


A Litany of Suggestions and Complaints 


And let us honestly admit that they were not always to the point. We have not 
yet completely sastered the art of discussion. I will not even mention the 
fact that almost every speaker from OP7ZZ began like this: "We have met here to 
jointly discuss the assumptions and proposals for the isplementation of the 
Second stage of econogic reforgs. I have before se two docusents...” And so 
on. 


Everyone knew why we had met, and everyone had these documents. If we 
multiply these introductions by 20, we see that a lot of tise was lost. What 
is worse is that there were also some longer speeches, of a very parochial 
character, whose connection with reform the speaker justified (because in the 
end that is how it came out) as follows: There is nothing about this in the 
proposals, and there should be. But after sifting out the garginal topics, 4 
sufficiently large number of interesting issues, worth further di. ~ussion, 
rezained. 


There is primarily the matter of the unionists’ anxiety. They are afraid that 
putting the concepts of reform into effect in their present form will not only 
not bring about an isprovement in the standard of living of the huge majority 
of Poles, but will have exactly the opposite effect. In some of the speeches, 
ina slightly veiled, but nevertheless transparent way, it was charged that 
the government is treating reform as somewhat of a goal unto itself, instead 
of as a means. On the other hand, the unions will support only those seasures 


—— will not work to the detrig@ent of the interests of the workers and their 
agilies. 


Many mistakes were made in the first stage. Reforms was applied sluggishly and 
inconsistently. The goals--not so guch of refors as thore outlined by the 
current, central economic policy--were not defined properl,. The individual 
parts were not consistent with each other, which, of course, reflected on the 
whole. The unionists were extremely critical of such things, as for example, 
the so-called “guillotine” tax (500 percent in those cases where wages were 
increased by gore than 12 percent), the forger National Vocational 
Mobilization and Retraining Fund (PFAZ) replaced by a tax on above-norm wage 
payments. Actually, the entire wage policy as it applies to workplaces. 











"If we want to giv> employees a perceptible wage increase because they have 
earned it, Decause productivity is higher, then we sust choose every second or 
third employee, otherwise we go over the ligit. So please answer the 
esett\on--is reform supposed to apply to only every second or third employee?" 
GC « person asked with some irritation. 


Because we are on the subject of wages and productivity: We did not heer 
anything from the unionists on why it happens that in one plant productivity 
is shrinking (not necessarily due to disarray or stoppages unrelated to the 
workers), dDut wages are growing. Quality is getting worse Dut wages are going 
up. Prices of raw saterials or components, let us say, are increasing 10 
percent, and the price of the final product jumps 25 percent. Does tris not 
affect the working people, for whom the trade unions are fighting so hard? 
Where are the unions then? Do they regard their role to be finished when they 
Faise a public argument on the general igpatience with price increases and 
the identification of the vicious price-wage circle with refors? 


On the Subject of Prices 


It is precisely that subject which arouses the greatest interest, which does 
not have to be proven. Anyway, the proposals--and the representatives of the 
government are rightly accused of this--are formulated in such a way that the 
average person finds it hard to understand thes, therefore what is he supposed 
to discuss, even if he wanted to? 


The unionists charge the writers of the proposals with believing that the best 
way to satisfy the demands of the marketplace, reduce the queves, anc balance 
Supply with demand, is to raise prices. The unionists do not deny that such 
seasures, too, although unpopular, are sometiges indispensable. But in 
addition to, and not instead of. Namely, instead of increasing production, 
satisfying demand. Obviously the proposals mention the necessity for 
@xpanding production. At the same time, in other places they propose measures 
whose reasonab’eness is doubtful. 


In addition to the concept of the role of prices itself, the formula of these 
prices was discussed. Should it be a cost or a market formula? A few words 
Of explanation. We are dealing with the former when the price of a commodity 
is the result of the costs which had to be borne for its sanufacture 
(materials, labor, power, etc.). The latter is regulated by the market 


itself. Small demand, large supply--lorer price. Large demand, small 
supply--higher price, all the way to the limit of the amount that people ere 


willing to pay. Some people, obviously, and that is the point, dDecause the 
unionists express the understandable fear that sore and sore people will 


siaply not be able to afford some things. 


In general, it was believed that prices should be such and such. But what 
should be the price of this and what should be the price of that--that is the 
Question and the answers differed. Some of those taking part in the 
discussion were ready to call the “small Fiat"--which at its present price has 
ceased to be the “auto for the worker"--a luxury item, so let it cost as much 
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as it does on the open market. Others believed that calling automobiles, 
automatic washers, color televisions, or freezers, luxury goods is nothing 
but a step backwards in cultural development. 


One speaker said a little sadly that the government will reconcile these two 
groups anyway, because it has the executive authority. 


The government's position on market belance in general and prices in 
particular can be briefly described as foliows: 


The assertion that the only cure for unbalanced demand and supply, troublesome 
inflation, pursuit for goods, and "hot money", is price increases, is unjust. 
An increase in production is essential and everything wili be done to meet the 
needs of the people in this way. 


Still, there are no miracles. A realistic look at the economic situation, 
including, naturally, the foreign debt, allows us to say that unfortunately 
there is no real possibility that we will quickly and totally satisfy demand 
through a growth in supply. This looks differently in different branches of 
the economy. It is different in the rachines industry, different in light 
industry, and different in the food industry. There are markets--for example, 
fruits and vegetables--which are already satisfied and regulated. It has not 
been possible to rapidly satisfy the others and will not be in the near 
future. But we have to fight inflation. If the unionists have any realistic 


ideas as to how--given what we have now and now what we would like to have--we 


can manufacture more automobiles, washers, televisions sets, and build more 
houses, schools, preschools, and hospitals--then the government will 
immediately put every such idea to use. 


Rebuild the economy and its structures so as to clearly increase consumption? 
There is absolute agreement as to the principle. The difficulties begin to 
Brow when it comes to specifics. After all, the economy is a system of 
communicating vessels. If we want to allocate more means to A, B, C, we have 
to take them away from X, Y, Z. 


Yet over and over again in the utterances of the unionists there appeared the 
Hypersensitivity Syndrome 


The situation in the health service is such that it requires extraordinary 
allocation of funds. In housing construction the situation is such that it 
requires extraordinary allocation of funus. In electronics... In 
education... 


The trade unions propose, first of all, that the development of the fuels- 
energy complex be halted. A river of money is flowing there, some of which 
Should be used to put an energy-savings program into effect and the rest 
should go for other urgent needs. 


This is not at all a matter of secondary importance. In Poland, two and three 
times more energy per unit of production is expended than in the industries 
not only of Japan, the United States, the FRG, but also of our East German and 
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Czech neighbors. They, too, are far from the top group, but not as far down 
as we are. The unions have fought for an understanding of this situation and 
the necessary steps to be taken. It seems the fight was a complete failure 
because the government, in the opinion of a union person who is certainly 
familiar with this, has done practically nothing. Are we supposed to expand 
coal mining to such limits that there will not be enough miners to work in the 
existing days of the week (there are no Saturdays and Sundays in the existing 
Coal mines) and perhaps have a proclaim an eighth day? 


Gentlemen should not differ as to facts. It turned out that there are 
differences, and they are substantial. The minister concerned with energy 
matters cites numbers, percentages, indicators, showing that the government 
not only does not ignore proposals to economize, but plans and implements 


them. The numbers, percentages and indicators keep coming. 


There is no reason to disbelieve either one or the other side. Both have the 
materials to back up their positions. Therefore, the question arises: Who is 
right? Well, today's economy, today's management, is so complicated a 
creation that not only proposals but the premises themselves can be subjected 
to question not only by professionals but also by us, the passive participants 
of an experiment called "economic reform". Nothing really comes from this, 
although it is only ostensibly that this is so. There is still our own 
experience, which takes the form of the bills which we have to pay. 


What will we pay out of? Out of our salaries, about which, again, we are not 
clear. The unionists believe that we should hold closely to the "wages for 
work" formula. This means that regardless where one works, everyone should 
get the same pay. Whether this is in a Gdansk shipyard or in some other gmina 
firm. The government looks at it differently: The object of economic reform 
is not the individual worker but the enterprise. 


Wages should be the result of the enterprise's economic situation, with all of 
the consequences that stem from this. Thus a difference in wages, depending 
on the place of employment. 


It is apparent that 


The Disparities Are Large 


For a completely incomprehensible reason the trade unions are against stocks 
obligations and the inflow of foreign capital. Perhaps I have exaggerated 
this slightly: The reasons are there, but they seem to evolve from the 
1950's. I am not sure whether the unions must reveal their frequently 
mentioned class character in just this way. 


Anyway, one of the OPZZ participants undermined the reasonableness of this 
resistance by auking whether in such case the Polish Savings Bank should not 
be eliminated, or at least the interest on the savings. 


As we see, there are many disputable issues of a basic nature (we published 
the union's "Alternatives" in our newspaper three issues ago). Recently, the 
usual sequence of things is that we take a little from here and a little from 
there. The continuation of reform in such a manner would take on a hybrid 
form and not make anyone happy. Therefore, we are faced with a choice: The 
greater good or the lesser evil? 
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POLAND ECONOMIC 


SOCIOECONOMIC COUNCIL VIEWS PUBLIC SKEPTICISM OF REFORM 
Warsaw PRAWO I ZYCIE in Polish No 24, 13 Jun 87 p 7 
[Article by Andrzej blachowski: "Second Stage or Another Approach?" ] 


(Text } The proposals made to the participants of the discussion on the 
second stage of economic reform do not define the ultimate model of our 
economy and do not give a clear notion of the strategy which should be used to 
solve our country's basic problems. The strategic goals are mixed in with the 
Second- and third-order goals because the proposals do not rank the tasks 
which must be accomplished if real reform is to be carried out. This produces 
Only a foggy picture of the situation. Institutional measures are too often 
replaced by elements of economic policy. 


Slowness and lack of decision in applying economic reforx. makes a large part 
of the public skeptical. At the same time, it causes society's attitude 
towards the making of changes in the management of the national economy to 
change for the worse. And after all, it is this public acceptance of 
change which means that there is a large chance that the results of the 
application will be good, because this acceptance assumes that the endeavor, 
which will be large and not totally predictable, will pay for itself. 


The Sejm's Sccioceconomic Council came to these general conclusions. 


"The statements made here," said Jerzy Sawlik, chairman of the executive board 
of the Accountants Society in Poland,"can in no way be regarded as a negation 
of the concept of the second stage of reform. They are the comments of 
friendly reviewers, imbued with concern for giving the Council's opinion a 
form which will make it possible to avoid mistakes and shortcomings in 
perfecting economic mechanisms in our country. Without an efficiently 
functioning national economy, through which society's hopes can be more fully 
realized, we will not achieve the goals of renewal and we will not strengthen 
the international position of the state. And those are our tasks." 


The Council earlier appointed a working team which submitted several subjects 
which should be settled very concretely. In the proposals, for example, there 
are no ideas for solutions to such basic matters as the concept of ownership 
in a socialist economy, the role of profits, or the demonopolization of 
various spheres of socioeconomic life. Those are perhaps the main assertions. 
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The Council called attention to the fact that the Vocational Mobilization and 
Retraining Fund, which was changed to a tax on above-norm wage payments, did 
not slow down *he excessive growth of wages. Furthermore, it became an 
element which by its complexity and bureaucratic measures crushed the real 
mechanisms of reform. Enormous difficulties in interpretation resulted, and 
the finance offices of the enterprises are losing a lot of time struggling 
with the regulations. 


At the end of 1985 there were 532 legal documents in effect, pertaining only 
to basic matters. New ones came later, and others were amended. It is 
doubtful, therefore, than anyone knows what the law is. The public judges 
reform not by its assumptions, but by a maze of incohesive, incomprehensible 
regulations, issued after delays. Something on the order of a new "hidden 
knowledge" is appearing. 


"We are dealing with a rather univeral unfamiliarity with the law," said 
Andrzej Kalwas, dean of the District Chamber of Legal Advisors in Warsaw. 
"Furthermore, there are plenty of people in the enterprises who wish to 
perceive legal restrictions in a very particular way. I would also like to 
Call attention to the fact that even the best formulated regulations will rot 
ensure economic development. It is important that the law be observed in the 
workplaces. There is still much that can be done in this area. As we all 
know, more depends on the people who direct the work of the enterprises than 
On regulations. We have a management staff which has become accustomed to 
function in certain specific conditions. These were conditions which produced 
Professional apathy and the rules of the game were not constant. These people 
now have to think 'the new way.’ 


"Lawyers look favorably on the statement contained in the proposals to the 
effect that the civil code is the only legal document which regulates the 
rules of commodity turnovers in our country," Andrzej Kalwas also said. 
"Attempts to create a so-called ‘economic law' provoke our opposition. We see 
no sense in going further than we need to. There is no economic law and 
commodity turnover must be regulated based on precise provisions of the civil 
Code. We must, however, agree with the view that there are too many legal 
documents and they must be put into order. We also support that part of the 
document which speaks of court settlement of disputes between organizations in 
the public sector. Only a court, as an independent public body, is able to 
correctly judge the conflict of interests between enterprises.” 


It has not been possible--note members of the Socioeconomic Council--despite 
Some improvement, to achieve an economic balance which would ensure that 
efficient mechanisms of self-regulation would arise. This can be blamed 
especially on the lack of correct ways to fix prices and personal incomes. 


The continuing inflation, and its upward trend, causes anxiety. 
The wage funds in the enterprises are constantly being supplemented although 
there is little real improvement in efficiency and productivity. Wage 
increases are correlated primarily with the growth in the cost of living and 
position which a given sector occupies. As a result, the inflationary 
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Mechanisms become entrenched and weaken the incentives for better management. 
Yielding to various types of pressure in wage policy makes it impossible to 
reduce inflation steadily and consistently. 


We have not made sufficient progress in reducing subsidies. The result is 
that cost effectiveness becomes perverted. A good solution would be a new tax 
systema for enterprises which would lead to a gradual reduction in taxes, 
becausie excessive fiscal stringency in many cases hampers proper development. 


Finally, thus far there has not been sufficient decisive, consistent action to 
reform the central state administration. This is one of the main reasons for 
the failures in reforming the economy. The Council members also expressed the 
view that many persons who should put the principles of reform into effect are 
not doing so because they fear that they will lose authority--their own job. 


One of the Weaknesses 


in the concept of the second stage of reform is the lack of an unequivocal 
statement as to who is responsible for the making of changes in the 
regulations on reform and their influence on the functioning of the economy. 
According to the Council, the government should be responsible. But at the 
Same time some participants in the discussion in the Sejm Hall of Columns 
suggested that strict supervision over the government in this area must be 
entrusted to the Sejm. In order to do this, a special deputy commission 
should be appointed. 


The proposals pertaining to the second stage of economic reform, which are now 
becoming the subject of debate in the Sejm, are a very extensive and detailed 
document. Many concrete proposals require considerable professional 
knowledge. Let us talk, therefore, only about the matter of the danger to 
reform itself. 


"One of the most important problems, from the public's point of view, is the 
realism of putting the rules of the new logic of management into effect." 
That is a sentence in the opinion approved by the Socioeconomic Council. A 
great deal was said about this logic. 


The dangers cannot be ignored. Anyway, some real signals appeared much 
earlier. They are manifested by the growing distrust of the people in the 
effectiveness of the functioning of economic reform. The main cause is the 
disparity between the rightful assumptions and the form of implementation. 
This disparity arose because the the organs of central administration were 
given too much power, which led to the issuance of detailed regulations 
revising the institutional measures and, as a matter of fact, undoing the 
assumptions of reforn. 


The Socioeconomic Council strongly emphasized that the basic element of our 
economy is the enterprise. That is why it must be able to function under the 
conditions of a world economy, and not as an isolated national economy. 


Acle » definition of the role of the state in a socialist economy is basic 
and fundamental if concrete measures are to be taken. It does not appear 
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advisable--according to the Council, to appoint special organs concerned with 
reform matters without clearly delineating the role and function of the state 
and the enterprise. In no case can groups of this type have the right to 
change or revise established institutional measures. 


The Success of Reform 


in the enterprise itself requires that the tasks of the manager, the self- 
management, the party organization and the trade union, be also accurately 
defined. The Council is in favor of the right division of the functions of 
these organs in managing the enterprise. If management efficiency is to be 
improved, the model of the enterprise must be clearly defined. 


There were also opinions expressed in the discussion that there were 
Shortcomings in reform on the "bottom" levels. Stanislaw Galasinski, 
president of the Private Trade and Services Association in Poznan, raised the 
Matter of work discipline. 


"I maintain," he said, "that all economic processes in our country proceed at 
a very low rate of speed, and that labor productivity is among the lowest. I 
believe that if the proper work regulations were applied, labor productivity 
would grow and our economic achievements would be greater. For years many 
improprieties and distortions in labor relations accumulated. These 
distortions are now, in the vernacular, called a 'sickness.' There is an 
erroneous understanding of the constitutional right to work. Every loafer, 
shirker, masterials-waster and drunk, believes that the workplace has an 
obligation to employ him. All of them demand the same wages as the workers 
who do an honest day's work. All of them believe that they are untouchable 
and that they cannot be fired. The parasites and bums should not benefit from 
the fruits and achievements of the world of labor." 


The experience of the past period of reform application has clearly shown, 
according to the Council members, that bureaucracy has been a threat. This 
danger has not passed and still continues. Putting reform into effect must be 
subjected to more effective public control, which is not fully possible based 
on the present assumptions. 


One of the Council members (unfortunately I did not note his name) asked a 
rather rhetorical question: Are we talking about the second stage of reform 
or about another approach? 


The chairman of the Socioeconomic Council, Mieczyslaw Rakowski, in his speech 
called attention to the fact that a rather bad climate in society has formed 
around economic reform. But we have not yet lost. There are many allies. 
These are the Poles who believe that the economy cannot be managed in "the old 
way." They are demanding clear and bold cecisions, no half-measures. These 
allies are primarily the people employed in production, who desire conditions 


which will inspire them to greater heights of productivity. 
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ROMANIA ECONOMIC 


OFFICIAL STRESSES NEED FOR APPLIED TECHNOLOGY 
Bucharest REVISTA ECONOMICA in Romanian 12 Jun 87 p 17-18 


[Article by Mihail Florescu, Minister State Secretary of the National Counci} 
for Science and Technology: “Science and Technology--Decisive Factors in 
Development" } 


[Text] Throughout man's history, there has been continuous scientific and 
technical progress which has been a decisive factor in the development of al] 
areas of society. However, never before has it been so widespread, has its 
influence been so dominant over all forces of production, over the quality of 
life, never before has its penetration into all areas of human endeavor 
attained the level it has today. 


Numerous discoveries and technical applications of enormousimportance in 
electronics, telecommunications, automation, biotechnology, artificial 
iitelligence, robotics and in other fields place man on the threshold of a new 
industrial era, one characterized by rapid changes in technology and in which 
the rate of innovation will have a most powerful influence over social and 
economic development for a long time to come. The impact of innovations in 
these areas on general socio-economic progress is especially profound and it 
shows itself in a number of ways. It creates a new technology base for the 
largest portion of the economy--a base which is much more productive and which 
allows better use of available resources; it provides the means to revitalize 
certain traditional industries while generating new areas of activity--thereby 
restructuring and diversifying the entire economy; it changes the criteria for 
competition between the economies of various countries which, in turn, leads 
to the appearance of new models of commerce and international cooperation. 


A New Reality: The ‘Production’ of Scientific Knowledge 


The profound and growing influence which the new technical and scientific 
revolution has on the development of society in general and the economy in 
particular cause radical changes in our perception of the role of science and 
technology and their contribution to economic growth. It affirms much more 
powerfully the character of science as a force in production and that of 
technology as a veritable control lever in economic growth. Science and 
technology demonstrate their ability to better exploit available resources and 
ensure their most productive use, and to confer upon the economy the essential 
attributes of being modern, highly competitive and highly efficient. 
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In this context, it is natural that most of the countries of the world base 
their strategy of economic and social development on a variety of ways to 
intensely stimulate research and scientific creativity and to incorporate more 
rapidly and on a broader scale new technology in all areas of activity, 
especially in production. This trend, which is constantly on the increase, is 
driven by the unprecedented dimensions of the current technical-scientific 
revolution and by its new characteristics: the qualitative, revolutionary 
leap forward it has produced in production forces as well as in all domains of 
human life and activity; the transformation of science from an exogenous to an 
endogenous factor of production; the institutionalization of “the production 
of science’ and its embodiment in a process which receives an ever greater 
share of material and human resources but which at the same time, is planned 
and which is called upon to make an ever increasing contribution to socio- 
economic development in all countries. 


In recent years, scientific progress has been marked by a great leap forward 
in knowledge and its equally increased application to the widest range of 
social life, New discoveries have broadened our conception of the universe 
and its fartherest-flung galaxies. A new light has been shone on the 
Structure of materials, on its components and on atomic and molecular 
Structures. Decisive progress has been made on understanding the fundamental 
mechanisms of life. Modern technologies as they now exist, have enormously 
amplified the power of man, and their potential is so yreat that many of the 
problems that now confront mankind could be resolved if these technologies 
could be systematically applied. The clear outlook for modern science is 
likewise promising. 


The advances of research in scientific agriculture are also of decisive 
importance in light of the most grave problem of hunger that plagues a 
major segment of humanity. For example, the discovery of new varieties of 
grains makes possible a substantial increase in harvests. The intense 
research which pursues the biological fixation of nitrogen from the atmosphere 
may allow the increased efficiency of this process and its extension to a 
larger number of plants and, thus, greater vegetal production. The use of 
nitrogen fertilizers could then be substantially reduced which would lead to 
great energy savings and the reduction of water pollution by nitrates. 
Appreciable progress has been made on a more balanced use of soil and water, 
and more can be achieved. New irrigation techniques prove that the optimum 
satisfaction of plant needs can bring about a savings in water use and provide 
drainage that allows us to combat the salinization of soils. 


In order to better understand future changes, we must point out that profound 
changes have altered the map of the scientific world and the mutual relations 
between states. One can say that there is a new configuration in the areas of 
knowledge in which the fields of the future appear to be biology, information 
and automation, the theory of systems and of the sciences of communications 
and information. We are, then, witnesses to a true scientific and 
technological revolution which, it appears, changes not only production and 
consumption, but outlooks and social practices. It even tends to erase--at 
least to a certain extent--the long-established boundary between the natural 
sciences and the scoial and human sciences. 


The Principal Force of Socio-Economic Progress 


Among the directives developed and established by our party and its secretary 
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general regarding the development of the national economy, a position of 
primary importance is held by the powerful affirmation of the decisive role of 
scientific research and the rapid and resolute introduction of technical 
progress in all areas of activity. “Mankind is in a period of development in 
which science represents the most powerful force of social and economic 
progress,” Comrade Ceausescu pointed out at the Conyress of Science and 
Education, “Given that, we must not forget for one moment that the 
construction of socialism and communism can only be based on the latest 
accomplishments of science and technology, on the basis of human understanding 
in general." 


Vigorously promoting this concept, the party secretary general has initiated 
and caused the powerful stimulation of Romanian creative thought, and its most 
organic union with the complex demands of the progress of Romanian society. 
This stimulation is aimed at socio-economic development and at basing the 
entire work of socialist construction on the latest advances of the new, 
contemporary technical-scientific revolution, In the overall party concept 
for developing scientific research--one in which Comrade Academician Doctor 
Engineer Elena Ceausescu, chairman of the National Council of Science and 
Education, has played a critical role in developing and implementing--primary 
emphasis has been laid on the need to raise Romanian science and technology to 
the creative level of the genius of our people, demonstrated by the pioneers 
throughout this century. 


It is significant that scientific research and technological engineering are 
treated in the primary party and state documents in special chapters which 
define both the strategies to be followed and the major objectives to be 
realized. The affirmation of an integrated, harmonious concept of the pace 
and role of technical-scientific creation results from the very fact that this 
domain is the subject of a directive program specifically approved by the 13th 
Party Congress, a program the directives of which encompass the period through 
1990 and carry projections through the year 2000. The revolutionary concept 
regarding the profound integration of science and technology with the whole of 
our social and economic life constitutes an integral part of the development 
Strategy of the future. 


The particclarly important role and great responsibility of research to 
rapidly and efficiently disseminate the results of its own efforts, as well as 
those of other important advances of modern science and technology, to all 
areas of activity was powerfully underscored by Comrade Nicolae Ceausescu at 
the same 13th Party Congress. “Regarding the Proyram of Scientific Research, 
Technological Development and the Introduction of Technical Advances for the 
Period 1986-1990, the activity of research,” he pointed out in the report 
presented to the congress, “must ensure a substantial increase in the 
technical and qualitative level of products, the improvement of the structure 
of production and the most efficient use of economic resources, and the yrowth 
of competitiveness of Romanian products. By 1990, about 95 percent of 
Romanian products must meet world standards for technology and quality and at 
least 2 to 5 percent of our products must meet such technical and qualitative 
standards that they place Romania in the premier position in the world,” 


As is well known, the primary directives for research activities aim at the 
most complete development possible of natural resources, tre achievement of 
intensive, high-quality agriculture and the improvement of the technical and 
qualitative levels of production. The fundamental objective of raising the 
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qualitative and technical levels of production is to be achieved according to 
the directives and tasks laid out by the 13th Party Congress, by designing and 
applying new and modern technologies and equipment, with peak performance at 
reduced consumption levels of raw materials, energy and fuels and with the 
ability to make the most profitable and fullest use of materials, raw 
materials and semi-processed materials. Particular attention will be given to 
raising labor productivity and tne quality of production in all areas by 
accelerating the process of automation, computerization and robotics. The 
wide-scale application of research in these fielas will ensure we obtain new 
materials, new varieties of metals, plastics and fibers with superior 
characteristics. 


Efficiency--A Primary Objective 


Continuing in earnest the basic directives from previous 5-year plans, the 
tasks laid down for the future in scientific research and technology 
engineering are aimed at decisive areas: ‘increasing economic efficiency, 
accelerating the structural changes in production, the balanced development of 
investment, the best-possible training of the work force, developing foreign 
trade and international economic cooperation and improving living standards 
and the quality of life. Thus, as regards economic efficiency, of primary 
importance is the requirement that 85 percent of the growth in the national 
income for this 5-year period be achieved through improving the productivity 
of social work. This is a task of exceptional importance. Similarly, the 
characteristic for the level achieved by development is the fact that 
industry--which in the next 5 years must double the level of worker 
productivity achieved in 1980--will ensure 55 percent of this growth by 
introducing and promoting the wide-scale application of technica! progress. It 
will especially apply new technoloyies of production, mechanization, 
automation and the robotization of production as well as modernize those 
technologies already in place. 


Another priority task of research is to develop equipment which, functioning 
on unconventional principles, will result in high productivity. An example in 
this regard is the design and development of electro-erosion machines which 
have doubled worker productivity in a primary branch of industry--tool making, 
If we evaluate that offered by technologies based on lasers in processing and 
control operations, ultrasonics and electromagnetic deformation, high-energy 
electron beams and high-frequency applications in various industrial 
processes, we can better understand the exceptionally powerful impact of these 
unconventional technologies on production processes. We can also better 
appreciate the need to establish a program to most urgently develop and 
implement such new technologies. The development of new technologies to 
manufacture various products must be closely tied to the constant reduction in 
the consumption of the raw materials, materials and energy with which we make 
these products. Logically following is the replacement of technologies that 
are large consumers of raw materials and energy. In this reyard, it is clearly 
necesary to make much broader use of such technologies as microelectronics, 
precision mechanics and specilized chemical processes; with their assistgance, 
we can concentrte high value in a small volume of material. 


In this perspective, focus is maintained on the development of selected 
branches, sections and products. The guidelines laid down by the 13th Party 
Congress envision structural changes based on the increased technical and 
qualitative levels of production, ensuring through modernization and redesign 
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of products, an increase in their life span and operability, reduction of 
weights, dimensions and specific energy consumption, improvement in the 
variety of preducts and a reduction in the costs of use, maintenance and 
repair. Likewise, modern methods of analysis and quality control, as well as 
of product design and manufacture must be introduced on a wider scale. 


In the concept of our party and its secretary general, the development of 
scientific and technical research presupposes a powerful growth in its 
efficiency. This means above all a substantial increase in the number of 
patents for inventions obtained through our own research and their application 
in production, It is also necessary that the subjects of scientific research, 
and implicitly the patents, must address wherever possible, problems involving 
technological “breakthroughs” capable of opening new avenues of progress in 
industry, agriculture, transporttion etc. Furthermore, as far back as the 
Ninth Party Congress, Comrade Nicolae Ceausescu stressed that we must broaden 
the electronics industrial base, one of particular importance for the future 
development of the economy as on it depends the extension of automtion in 
production in step with the demands of the technical-scientific revolution, 
These directives form the basis for the increasing development of the 
electronics industry in our country, and an element of this, computer 
production, 


Intensive economic development of production forces will require qualitative 
and long-term changes in the use of computers and in data manayement 
methodology. Applications of informatics will broaden and intensify, with 
emphasis on those areas where the impact of new technologies on the efficiency 
of activities is most pronounced, The variety of products and high-technology 
equipment which are decisive in the organic integration of materials and 
electronic equipment is continuously on the rise. As ar outboard instrument, 
external to the “classic” production system, modern computers become essential 
components of modern production systems--flexible and inteyrated, they give 
these systems a new way to function at greater efficiency. 


As a result of installing information systems between the work force and the 
equipment, anew, more flexible relationship develops. There are numerous 
examples which demonstrate that by incorporating microprocessors and 
informational programs, hundreds of mechanical parts are eliminated, 
production time is reduced several times over, durability ani life-span are 
substantially improved while the dimensions of the products are reduced by 
several times. The development of production forces along the lines of 
automation, computerization and robotization is thus determined by increased 
incorporation of computers in production along with the required programming 
to carry out specific functions, 


An essential principle in our party's policy regarding science is the in-step 
development of basic and applied research. The balanced development of these 
two branches of science offer just what is required for a complex approach to 
the strategy of scientific research and of the implementation of its fruits. 
It affirms a profoundly innovative and revolutionary spirit, characteristic of 
contemporary science in all spheres of social life. “We must develop even 
morefully, fundamental, long-term research in all areas of human knowledge,” 
Comrade Acad Dr Eng Elena Ceausescu pointed out in her address to the Congress 
of Science and Education, “in order to open new horizons for applied research, 
to increase the contribution of science to the general progress of the country 
and to the enrichment of the storehouse of universa! scientific thought.” A 
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closer unity between applications research and basic research in mathematics, 
physics, chemistry and biology will increase the contridution of natura! 
science both toward satisfying tne immediate tasks of production as well as 
ensuring the reserve of technical solutions necessary for the future socio- 
economic development of the country. 


At present, when we have programs and plans for scientific research, 
technological development and the application of technical progress wel!l- 
directed and soundly based, strongly rooted in the achievements of our 
national economy and fully capable to meet the demands for its development, 
the principal requirement is to ensure the fullest mobilization of all forces 
in research to provide exemplary fulfillment of tasks. Through this effort, 
science and technology will make much more substantial contributions to the 
achievement of social and economic progress in our country. 


The dynamics of the exponential development of production has today brought 
about the continued growth of science’s role as a direct force in production, 
while the information explosion extends our understanding into the 
microstructure of materials, into the biostructure of life and into the cosmic 
macrostructure of the universe. Indee< the role of science grows unabated in 
the affirmation of advanced concepts about the world, nature and society. 
Based on the remarkable results obtained to date and on the realistic and 
profoundly scientific policy of the Romanian Communist Party, the objectives 
established by the i3th Party Congress regarding the future socio-economic 
development of our country based on the most important advances of science and 
technology, open new and glowing horizons for the progress of Romanian 
society. 


12280 
CSO: 2700/240 
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CZECHOS LOVAKIA SOCIAL 


POREST REHABILITATION URGED 
Bratislava MLADA ROXLETY in Slovak No 15, 1987 p 3 


[Interview with Ernest Papay, SSR deputy minister of forest and water 
economy, by Sylva Minovska: "May the Woods Sing Forever”) 


[Text] We are one of few countries that is rich in forests. Presently, 
39 percent of Slovakia is covered by forests. We can justifiably be proud 
of such a huge ecological function base. The responsibility of those that 
are supposed to take care of such treasure is that much greater because, 
just like any other natural formation, forests also suffer from diseases, 
not excluding the “civilization” disease. This was acknowledged by the 
discussion with comrade Ernest Papay, the deputy ainister of the SSR's 
Forest and Water Economy. 


[Answer] Air pollution is so far the most serious problem. Damage to forests 
as a result of emission was detected around the mid-Seventies and gradually 

it became extremely extensive. Many investors wanted to help by building 
tall chimneys. They wanted to disperse the local pollution and therefore 
show low pollution in their own areas. However, they did a great disservice 
to nature. Previously, nature was destroyed in a small area around the 
factory and now the destroyed areas are extremely large. They did not choose 
the path of the pollution separator. When the budget was short the ecological 
matter was the first thing to go. In 1985, 15.7 percent of forests was 
damaged by emission and in the year 2000 it is expected to be 35 percent. 

The coniferous forests are suffering the most. Coniferous trees hold their 
needles for up to 7 years. The pollution sticks to them, blocks the pores 
and the trees simply suffocate. 


[Question] Forests are often called the lungs of nature. This fitting 
description underlines their importance in the environment. Saving them is 
of course a current issue.... 


[Answer] Our department cannot save forests by ecological facilities, we 
cannot go to the factories and build pollution control there. That is their 
responsibility which they are approaching very sluggishly. We fight for 

the forests in the field of biology and I would like to mention that we are 
not weaponless or powerless. We have some experience and methods. 
Particularly in the areas where it is necessary and possible, we will plant 
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deciduous forests instead of coniferous. They lose their leaves «every year 
and in one year the pollution dovs mot have such a negative effect on then. 


[Question] Could you not cross the department barriers--the forests are ours, 
the pollution is yours. Those forests belong to all of us and if we do not 
take care of them we will lose them. To cooperate at least a little.... 


[Answer] The idea is nice. However, there is division of labor and 
responsibility. In this case, it is coordinated by the Slovak commission 

for scientific, technical and investment development. The ecological prograz 
for the industry is an extremely costly matter. We have some areas around 
Jelsava, Rudnany and Hnilicka dolina where the situation is very bad. We 
cannot forget the fact that there is sovething being done and that the results 
are apparent, but it is a gradual process. However, we must begin to act now, 
we carmot afford to wait until more investment is allotted for ecological 
facilities, until the departmental question is solved.... 


[Question] I would like to go back to the planting activity. The replacing 
of coniferous forests with deciduous ones is certainly not your only hope to 
save our forests. 


[Answer] Just like man, other organisms chow resistance and chat is the 
other fact we are counting on. If you ever go to a damaged area and observe 
the yellow dying trees, you ‘rill notice that some of them are less yellow. 
Those are the ones that are stiil living. We are concentrating on 
collecting the seeds of these resistant individuals. The area of research 
and operation is also involved in this process. We have made progress in 
establishing large nursery centers where we have to grow healthy seedlings 
from these seeds. The system of large nurseries makes it possible to apply 
all the newest knowledge and alternatives, such as green house techniques, 
protective agents, etc. 


[Question] Protecting and growing cultured plants has to be dene by hand. 
What is the approach of young people to this? 


[Answer] We have probably more problems with 'ack of manpower than other 
departments. The grandmothers are slowly leaving us and young girls are 
rarely replacing them. Maybe it is because of the fact that in the past 
the working conditions were not necessarily the best. The wages did not at 
all correspond to the difficult working conditions--rain, snow and having to 
walk great distances to work. These problems have been solved and today our 
women earn good money. We are now concerned with the qualifications of our 
girls. We are considering establishing a special two-year training school. 
We expect that even girls who did not finish high school would be able to 
enter the school and thus gain some education and qualifications. So far we 
are not totally finished with this project; we are presently in contact with 
the SSR Ministry of Education. Purthermore, we must give our girls the 
chance to work all year around. The older women are used to the seasonal 
work; in the winter they weave, mit and sow but the young have a differ- 
ent idea of life. 
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[Question] The forest is beautiful and captivating but it is also tough, 
demanding and unforgiving, even to those who have chosen it as a so-called 
life's partner. At first glance forest and lumber jobs have many more 
disadvantages than industrial jobs. Don't you lose young people to a more 
comfortabie life? 


[Answer] The forest is so captivating that once you have experienced it you 
never want to leave. A forest worker is a free man. Not everyone likes to 
be closed up for eight hours in a room, at an assembly line, not being able 
to leave. The forest worker has more freedom. He himself determines the 
work place, of course he does have to produce like everyone else. Even 
though sometimes the conditions at our work places are hard, in the spring 
Or summer the forest is a real job. There is something to this immediate 
touch of nature and there are people who not only admire this but need it 

to live. 


In our department, approximately one-fourth of our people are under 35. We 
have no difficulties with tree cutting and mechanization areas. Young men 

have a wonderful feel for machines and technology. We have 5 centers where 
we train people to work in the mechanized lumber production. In time, the 

classic lumberjack activity developed into a pretty enticing occupation. 


[Question] But today a lumberjack would not attract girls and to sixteen or 
seventeen-year-old boys this would not be irrelevant. When choosing one's 
own profession, it is a pretty good argument. Everyone wants to have a 
profession he can be proud of. 


[Answer] Nothing is preventing them from that. Today, the image of a 
lumberjack with an ax in his hand is really quite out-dated. He was replaced 
by “operator of forest technology" which is not just another name. They must 
learn to operate machines, and what machines! For instance, when they 

bought Swedish machines for debranching and shortening, I went to sit in one 
of them and had a feeling that I was sitting in a pilot's cabin. In order to 
operate such machines sometimes the training center is not enough, one needs 
a secondary education. One of our centers has a department which offers a 
bachelor's degree. 


[Question] Anyway, this occupation will always be more demanding than others, 
it will always require more effort, courage and foregoing of things, simply 
put, it will require everything from a man. And always when the interviews 
begin for secondary education schools, the hunt begins for the best places, 
such as an automechanic's position. Do such demanding occupations also run 
in the family? 


[Answer] My grandfather was a forestry man, my father also, I am one and my 
two sons as well. That is my personal case. In my family this is the fourth 
generation relay. We are not the only ones. When a job is also an occupa- 
tion for a parent and they do it with love, when the praise their work at 
home and share the results with the family, then the children a!so follow 
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in the parent's footsteps and are proud of their profession. But when 

people have jobs only to make the most amount of money, their children 

share their view. Family environment and base are a determining force 

in the forming of a young person's approach to life. Anyway, this handing 
down the family profession is also valuable. There are things that can be 
taught only by practice. That is why, when these experiences are passed from 
generation to generation, it is the best preparation for any occupation, not 
just for foresters and lumberjacks. 


[Question] The forests need man the same way man needs the forests. This is 
a guarantee for the forest's as well as our life. When forests are dying, 
man is endangered. Do you think that the Youth Society could be helpful in 
trying to save the forests? 


[Answer] We would also like to attract "non-forestry" youth to the forest; 
to make them like it, appreciate it. I think that the Youth Society members 
would accomplish a great amount of useful work if one of the chapters would 
take care of a forest area, to make one small forest or a grove theirs. 
Because when one takes care of something he will never damage it and will 
prevent others from doing so. Always. This is the best education, as well 
as the best way to create a relationship to nature. For instance, it would 
help us greatly if we had patrols alerting us of forest fires, particularly 
in the spring. But this would have to be done on a purely voluntary basis 
because forced and artificially conducted actions are never effective. If 
the Youth Society would only be interested a little, they would be able to 
save something of great value to the national economy, environment and 
themselves. To carry inside yourself a good feeling for nature is worth a 
lot in life. 


Forests can feel and speak like people. They even cry when they are being 
hurt. One only has to understand them. And that is just like any other 
know-how, it must be taught. 


12993/12851 
CSO: 2400/278 
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CZECKOSLOVAKIA SOCIAL 


STATUS OF AIDS IN SLOVAKIA 
Prague RUDE PRAVO in Czech 4 Jun 87 p 2 
[Article by CIK: "Prevention of Contagious Diseases"] 


[Text] The development of the epidemiologic situation in the SSR in 1986 
was in general satisfactory, particularly in terms of contagious diseases. 
Due to the vaccination of all pre-school children against chickenpox, the 
incidence of that disease markedly declined to one-tenth of the long-term 
average. 


Another case of AIDS was diagnosed in the SSR last year. After hospitalization 
the patient, a student from Zambia, left wur territory. As a preventive 
measure, all blood donors are being tested since the beginning of this year. 
Intensive healit education of our citizens, with a focus on normal sexual 
habits, is the essential precondition for success in the struggle against 

this dreaded disease. Expanded laboratory capacities make it possible to 

test foreign students and workers as well as individuals under observation 

in clinics for veneral diseases. Preventive tests in Bratislava identified 

3 foreign students and 4 homosexuals as AIDS cirus carriers. 


This information was given to journalists in Bratislava last Wednesday. 


9004/12851 
CSO: 2400/317 
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CZECHOSLOVAKIA SOCIAL 


MORALITY, CRIMINALITY OF YOUNG IN SLOVAKIA DISCUSSED 
Bratislava MLADE ROZLETY in Slovak No 14, 1987 p 3 


[Interview with Pavol Kis, SSR general prosecutor by Sylva Minovska: "Justice 
Makes a Law a Law"] 


[Excerpts] We spoke with the SSR general prosecutor Pavol Kis--a man who more than 
anybody else deals with people with a shady existence, a man most competent in 
the matter of the morals of young people and some of the shady sides of life. 


[Question] Opinions on morals vary. Many adults, if not the majority, think 
that the young do not have a positive approach to moral principles. Do you 
think that the young have different morals from the adults? 


[Answer] Personally, I think that despite certain differences between adults’ 
and youth's approach to moral standards, the morals of the majority of young 
people are not different from those of the adults. The relationship of the 
young to the basic unchanging moral principles, such as good, bad, justice, 
truth, patriotism, etc. is the same as that of the adult. However, there 
exists a number of such values which develop with time and people--taste, 
esthetics and rules of social behavior. There are adults who somehow do not 
understand this fact. They return to the time of their youth and compare them- 
selves to today's youth. This comparison usually, and unjustly I might add, 
places today's youth in a bad light. Such subjective opinions often lead to 
the incorrect conclusion that today's youth has low morals. 


[Question] We often ccme across opinions that, compared to the previous gen- 
eration, today's youth has worse characteristics and unsuitable behavior. 


[Answer] Young people react very spontaneously, sometimes even excessively to 
certain discrepancies which often occur as the first signs of social develop- 
ment. When such behavior is evaluated by the adult population we often have 
two extreme approaches. One part of the public makes the significance of these 
negative phenomena more important than it is, the others in contrast, minimize 
all the mistakes and declines as natural expression of the maturing generation. 
Both of these approaches bring the danger of unsuitable educational strategies 
used by the environment in dealings with problem youths. 


Older generations have always complained about the bad mannered young. We have 
records about this from old Babylon. Today is no exception. It is true that 
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often it is not unjustified. In spite of tolerating their different taste, 
interests and hobbies, it is impossible not to see that some youths do behave 
badly, in a rude, vulgar and aggressive manner. As if there were nobody else 
in the world beside them. However, it often happens that a young boy or a 
girl who is not well behaved will, in a critical situation, act courageously 
and morally. 


[Question] Your job, however, deals with the less moral and courageous group.... 


[Answer] We often come across the question of why young people who are cor- 
rectly brought up, have no material worries and often have a bright future be- 
fore them commit crimes, what motivates them. The answer is neither simple nor 
univocal. Usually the main reasons for delinquency of the young is an insuf- 
ficient social, legal and particularly moral consciousness, incorrectly focused 
activity, imprudence, etc. Be it as it may, the young are less thoughtful, 
they do not think much about the consequences of their actions. They are more 
impulsive, easier to be influenced by circumstances and often more aggressive 
than the older generation. These are also the typical characteristics of their 
criminal acts. 


[Question] Of the crimes recently committed in the SSR approximately one third 
was committed by people from the age of 15 to 24. What are the most common and 
the most dangerous (in terms of the society) youth crimes? 


[Answer] Firstly, it is the stealing of socialist property and theft, then 
battery and vandalism. In the process of stealing, aggressiveness and thought- 
lessness also occurs. Mainly the burglaries of organizational facilities, 
houses and apartments are connected with violence. The intention to steal 
someone else's property by force is characteristic for a robbery. This crime 
in particular is connected with the young. Almost 41.5 percent of all re- 
corded robberies are committed by the young. The participation of young 

people in vandalism (39 percent) and rape (35 percent) is also significant. 

One fifth of the documented offenders stealing socialist property are young 


people. 


[Que-*‘on] I would like to discuss the economic crimes. You mentioned that 

the @ among the most common ones of the young group. If we look at the 

' _4n terms of causes and motives for economic crimes of the past, then 
n.nuation into the present should be out-dated. 


[Answer] Our youth, just like the adults, does not have any material reasons 
for committing economic crimes to achieve material gains. These deliquents 
are usually people who are constantly absent from work, who switch from one 
job to another, persons who do not work or who have no qualifications and work 
at menial, lower-pay jobs. The motive for their anti-social behavior is 
clear--aversion to work and education. However, it is not rare to see, among 
the offenders of economic crimes, people who are financially well taken care 
of by their parents or who have sufficient salaries themselves. In these 
cases we ask ourselves what led to their committing such crimes? Passion? A 
joke? The longing to try out their abilities, the excitement from the risk 
of danger? It is hard to say. However, there is no doubt that some of the 
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young have a consumer's approach to life. This defect in the social and legal 
consciousness of some young people will have to be dealt with more seriously 
in schools, work and mass media, but above all at home. 


[Question] In the CSSR, the extent of youth crimes has been the same for a long 
time. Little more than 3 percent of young people between the ages 15 and 24 
have a conflict with the law. Presently, when crimes in the capitalist world 
are on the rise, and the percentage of young delinquents can be as high as 20 
percent, our situation and present development should be considered a positive 
result, achieved mainly by effective prevention. Despite the fact that in the 
CSSR criminality is within acceptable limits, the structure of the criminal 
activity of the young (15-17 year-olds) is indicating some new unfavorable 
characteristics: the number of violent crimes is increasing, the age of the 
offenders is decreasing, the young repeat offenders are also on the rise and 
there is an increase in the use of drugs besides alcohol (previously a rare 
phenomenon). These facts have prompted individual socialist countries to 
adopt a number of new measures, mainly preventive, all leading to one objec- 
tive--to decrease the criminal activity of the young. 


[Question] According to the Constitution and other laws you are to oversee 
that the socialist law is obeyed. It means that in many ways you have an ex- 
ceptional and exclusive position. It means that you have to consistently make 
independent decisions without being able to lean on or hide behind anybody 
else. It must certainly be a feeling of great responsibility, particularly 
when a person turns to you and asks for justice that he has not received. 


[Answer] I am convinced that the desire for justice is one of the most valu- 
able of human values. I want to be a good and just prosecutor. I think that 
to be alone, to depend only on yourselt is not an easy fate for a sian. I am 
basically a man who has a sense of belonging to a group. That is why I like 
to discuss issues with others, listen to their opinions and suggestions even 
if later I have to decide authoritatively and monocratically. I must admit 
that I do not feel joy from this responsibility nor personal satisfaction. In 
my many years as a prosecutor and now in the position of the SSR general pros- 
ecutor I had to get used to such unavoidable facts. The full responsibility 
that I am carrying forces me to try to be totally consequential and consistent. 
Justice is a part of my life and of course my job. Our citizens often come to 
the prosecutor's office or to me personally with their problems and complaints. 
If their requests are justified, their complaints and motives found then we 
inform them or undertake the necessary measures to repair the consequences of 
a law that was broken. 


12993/12859 
CSO: 2400/265 
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CZECHOSLOVAKIA SOCIAL 


LACK OF NEW IDEAS IN ART, THEATER DEPLORED 
Prague ZIVOT STRANY in Czech No 8, 1987 p; »°-33 


[Article by National Artist Antonin Svor<c, member of the CPCZ plant 
committee, chairman of the ROH plant committee, National Theater, Prague: 
"Mediocrity--A Great Evil"] 


[Text] The decisions of the 17th CPCZ Congress and the advancement of the 
new way of thinking after the 27th CPSU Congress compel every communist to 
take stock of the achievements of his work. We put successful accomplish- 
ments on one dish of the scales and problem and conflicts on the other. As 
an artist-communist and as a party and trade-union official I am especially 
excited by everything related to arts and culture. 


Our country is spending enormous funds for culture and pays attention to its 
material base, but that is only one side of the coin. We may be less 
satisfied if we look for great feats of creativity in arts and culture, if 
we think which of the new creations was so outstanding as to stir up public 
opinion and captivate the theater-goers or readers, etc. It seems that we 
cannot say at all that art is bringing a major contribution to the develop- 
ment of workers’ initiative and to the solution of our society's most crucial 
problems. As professionals we have maintained a good standard, or a respec- 
table average, but we must admit that in terms of ideas and contents we are 
Stagnating. We are looking with some envy at the approaches to arts in the 
USSR; nevertheless, we may not have the strength or the courage to follow a 
similar route. We complain that we do not have authors, and we certainly 
do rot have enough stage directors to spare. In some ways everything is 
mediocre. 


The same applies to the results of the trade union programs which we are 
reviewing at this particular time, on the eve of the llth All Trade Union 
Congress. We may be satisfied, for instance, with the development of our 
workers’ initiative in honor of our cultural and political anniversaries-- 
with many programs of our cultural teams and with the diversity of their 
performances. Socialist labor teams of the National Theater introduced 
successful programs; our trade union conducts well organized courses in 
socialist labor schools. An indivisible part of our work involves production, 
operational and creative consultations, and recently also joint negotiations 
with the management on the level of the ROH [Revolutionary Trade Union 
Movement] plant and factory committees. 
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Thus, everything seems in perfect order. Yet, if we critically review the 
achievements of all those programs, we cannot feel pleased, especially if 
we compare our progress with the reports about the activities of the artists 
in the USSR presented in the addresses by Comrade Mikhail S. Gorbachev and 
other Soviet comrades. 


The attitude of certain officials to trade unions contradicts the satisfactory 
achievements of most diverse forms of trade union training. I shall offer 
examples from the National Theater, but I do not want to limit the problem 

to it. The problem is far more common. 


Our members in many locations learned employees rights perfectly, but the 
trade unions are less concerned about the duties of their members. The 
responsibility of some official toward the theater and the trade union is 
slowly evaporating, and the once so vehemently cultivated intrinsic attitude 
to the needs of the theater is slowly fading into the background. We meet 
more and more often with cases where as soon as an artist obtains his tenure, 
he begins to regard the theater of which he is a member as a place where he 
gets paid a certain basic salary and to some degree, as a springboard for 
his guest appearances on the television, films and abroad. Alas, quite a 
few members are still willing to give priority to moonlighting over their 
duties to the theater. 


The managers cannot always muster sufficient courage and sometimes they are 
not even interested in enforcing labor discipline and ethics. However, it 
should be said in their defense that they often lack an adequate latitude 
and means to put a stop to such trends. This is due to two factors--the 
wage issue and labor law. Both exert particularly negative effects precisely 
at the moment when, despite all efforts, political education is not effec- 
tive enough. The fact that trade unions widely apply workers’ rights also 
plays a role. This is correct but only if at the same time we enforce in a 
balanced and proportional way responsibilities for the discipline, quality, 
artistic standards, etc. If a strong trade union asserts its prerogative 
to express its views on various issues, and moreover, if the performance, 
quality and work of the trade union officials are average (in arts or any 
other type of work), and in addition, if their partner happens to be a 
rather weak manager, then all this goes hand-in-hand with uniform salaries 
and egalitarianism as well as mediocrity. Then the unwritten slogan 
prevails: Long live mediocrity! 


For better illustration I shall use a simple general rating of a 5-point 
scale. Naturally, if someone's p<rformance merits grade 5, it is embarras- 
sing, inadequate and unbearable. It is hard to accept. If someone's 
performance earns grade 3, then it is pretty good—-the grade says so, and 

in comparison with the person who got 5, it is excellent. If in a given 
team we all merit grade 3, then all of us are good, and if no better 
exception appears, then all of us are relatively excellent. The situation 
changes with someone who really deserves grade 1. Then it turns out that we 
are really not worth more than grade 3, and that we are average; we would 
find it very difficult to find any reason to like such a person. 
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We all know how the truly great personalities dislike serving in any office. 
To maintain a comparatively international level as an artist is the same as 
to score a record in sports. It requires concentration, time for training, 
and continuous drudgery, without much distraction. We all know that honest 
work in the party’s office or in the trade union is time-consuming, mainly 
because only in exceptional cases our officials have secretarial or other 
organizational and technical help to relieve them of administrative chores 
and other burdens. Furthermore, like a chain reaction, in most cases one 
office leads to another. 


These may be the main reasons why our top artists avoid such responsibilities. 
That leads to a paradoxical situation where precisely the wage and other 
issues are determined by average workers who, naturally, prefer mediocrity 
and criticize, perhaps correctly, their outstanding colleagues for their 

lack of involvement; because they are mediocre, or even respectable average, 
they oppose any concessions to genuine quality. Furthermore, our wage 
regulations encourage them because the differences in wages between 
individual grades are so small that they are almost negligible. And here I 
do not mention the volumes of payroll funds at the disposal of individual 
Organizations. 


These matters are related to the work with current talents and future stars. 
In most cases, instead of offering them optimum working conditions so that 
they may grow into genuine artists, we prepare for them all kinds of trials 
and tribulations; they become targets of the meanest human envy and hatred, 
and we cannot defend and help them in their work. By the same token, nobody 
will object if I say that we all love such true artists who can fascinate 
us on stage, capitvate us and enrich us. We all concede that in the past 
the great periods in arts were always linked with such exceptional personal- 
ities who left their own mark on their era. One of the consequences of the 
current situation, however, is that if a genuine artist of an at least 
European caliber is born and develops, particularly in opera, he or she goes 
abroad where he or she receives not only better financial but especially 
public rewards. This in my opinion is something to think about. 


The struggle with mediocrity should become our motto for the future. We 
must join our forces and strive to upgrade in every form and fashion the 
quality of arts (or whatever our particular field may be) and to encourage 
the training and growth of talents in every sector of work, and not in arts 
alone. 


The whole system of trade union work must be subordinated to that purpose, 
beginning with the selection of officials from among the cadres, appropriate 
political-organizational and technical-administrative support for honest 
officials (not only artists but scientists and workers as well), and a 
revision of aany outdated legal regulations and trade union rules that 
promote mediocrity, etc. For instance, we have proposed that labor laws be 
amended and several new decrees added to give the management of the ROH 
Organizations and plant committees more latitude for their dealing with the 
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cases of irresponsible performance by below-average workers. We presented 
our proposal to the muricipal conference of the trade wnion associat‘~m of 
workers in arts and culture, which included it in its decisions. 


During my 8 years as the chairman of the ROH plant organization I have seen 
scores of clear-cut cases where not only the management but also the trade 
union organization wanted to get rid of an employee, but because he was 
shrewd and well versed in laws and regulations, the case could not be 
settled, although the officials of the plant committees and other employees 
would spend scores and often hundreds of hours trying, frequently in vain, 
to deal with such tedious problems. It goes without saying that such 
phenomena could nit improve labor discipline and ethics. 


By the same token, we believe that certain sensitivity must be observed when 
terminating employment at an old age. We see a solution, for example, in 
secret balloting of artistic (or other) councils in instances where court 
action would be entirely inappropriate and yet, where the employee is no 
longer of any use in arts. This concerns, for example, our prominent 
artists who, having dedicated their entire life to one of our foremost 
theaters, refused to retire. If this problem is left unresolved for some 
time, it will grow and every theater will have to face a situation which is 
Symptomatic not only for the National Theater and of which Comrade Buchvaldek 
spoke at the 17th CPCZ Congress, namely, the ranks of average employees are 
disproportionately spreading, which undercuts the prosperity of arts and 
leads to a situation where young graduates cannot get a contract. 


Those are some of the crucial problems which must be discussed and thoroughly 
reviewed. However, there is a whole category of other issues which our 
artists should take into consideration. The party's program of acceleration 
and the new way of thinking--that does not apply to national economy alone, 
that affects culture just as much. Many of the innovations introduced by 
our Soviet comrades should be adopted in culture and arts of our country. 


As a very urgent problem we consider, for instance, the balancing of economic 
incentives with the popularity of both the serious and the light genre. The 
managing and administrative sphere and the mass communications media should 
join forces to deal with this issue. Systematic education of our young 
generation should be emphatically stepped up so that our young people learn 
to understand the so called classic arts as well. These problems are a topic 
of frequent and passionate discussions, because all of us feel that this 
does not concern oily our current and future theater-goer but also the choice 
of new talents an/, last but not least, the esthetic and emotional education 
of the young generation at large. Only a balance between technical and 
exact education and the emotional factor makes the development of a truly 
harmonious personality possible. 


9004/12851 
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